





News 


DECEMBER 2004 £1.20 


























DESERT 


Royal Marines join forces with US Marines for a dramatic 
live-firing exercise in California: see centre pages 





Picture: PO(Phot) Tam McDonald 












ROYAL Marines. are Less well-known is the attach is really on the u 


supporting efforts by ™é" of Royal Marines to the _ moment. Of cours 
the Black Watch to sta- AXe’ 


a troop. from 
bilise Iraq as part of a dismounted troops, alongside a 
four-pronged deploy- mortar troop. 


ment by 40 Commando. ,,., He, gus om Bracken 
The Somerset-based gree 
berets are operating in four distinct 


rts of the country, conti 
1, patrol and support tas 


“The most high-profile rece 

British deployment in Iraq_h: 

been the commitment of the Bla 
ch 


mp Dogwood, cod 


ting 
easier — the weather is 
coming less of an issue, We're 
down to the lo 
quit ant 
is operat- The Commando will be deployed 

in Iraq until mid-January which 
naturally means Chris 
from home 






































tolthe/four winds: But th 
those things which happ 

Capt Melbourne. “We will m 
Rees NectTrIAbeO ears leak 
ing forward to getting back to our 
families next month. 








Capt Melbourne added. 


£2 off entry for London Boat 








Navy News reader offer 


bor ow, see page 36 
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CHARYBDIS was a monster in Greek that dwelt 
‘on one side of the Straits of Messina. created a 
whirlpool in order to suck unwary mariners to their doom. 
On the cliff below which Chai is lived was a wild i) 
tree which saved Odysseus he was swept 
through the Straits after being wrecked on the island of 
Helios and it is from this that the badge of Charybdis is 


derived. 

Early black and white photographs of the eee 
show a Sra somewhat masculine female a very 
thick neck and long flowing hair, dressed in the classical 

style with arms outstretched. 

She was made by the well known ship carver oan 
Pettig for the third vessel of the name. This was 
Class wooden steam corvette of 2,187 tons wil Pet 
propulsion mounting 20 8in guns. With an original buildin: 
price of £43,000, she was launched at Chatham on June 
1859 and sent to the Far East station where she took part 
in operations off the Malay penisula. 

In June 1889 she started a voyage around the world, first 
to South America, then on to New Zealand and Japan, 
arriving back at Plymouth in November 1870. 

In 1877 she found herself in Hong Kong and was recom- 
missioned for the China Station. Returning to the UK in 
1879, she was given on loan for two years to the Canadian 
Government for use as a training ship, helping to form the 
Dominion’s edgling naval service. 

She was sold in Halifax, Nova Scotia and returned to the 
UK to be broken up in 1884, 

The figurehead was removed and given back to the 
Admiralty and was first mounted at Sheerness Dockyard. 
Later it was transferred to Scotland and first found a new 
home at HMS Bruce, the RNR air station at Crail. When thi 
establishment closed down, Vice Admiral Sir Angus 
Cunningham Graham, then peatonees Scotland and 











Admiral Superintendent Rosyth rd, arrant for it 
to be ventions and aibenel seth the tagcat 

It stayed at this location pele ed slowly deterio- 
rating. First both the outst arms were the 


stumps being painted over, and finally it was deemed to be 
beyond repair and the order was given that it be scrapped. 








DOCTOR Atkins wouldn't 
be impressed. 

But then the new diet advice 
for sailors and Royal Marines 
isn't about shedding pounds, 

"s about providing energy 
cw entry 








ices will all 
receive nutritional advice as senior 
officers and food experts make 
sure the sailors and green berets of 
the future tuck intc J dict 
which gives them the strength to 
get through training. 
And the advi 
against the central te 














cat lots of carbohydrates. 
Nutritionist Dr Anna Casey with 
defence research group Qi 
who helped devise the guidelines 
for recruits, says the military has 
very different food needs from 
civvy street 
Something like the Atkins dic 
may be very popular in the civilian 
world, but it’s totally unsuited to 
the mil she explained. 
s to improve perfor 
attri 











¢ what they 








ers, 
From our studies, recruits do 
not get enough energy from their 
food at present ~ there are too 
crisps, burgers, chips. 

okay — but in modera 





Much of the advice is similar to 
n by the Government to 
the rest of society — such as don’t 





K COVER 
SION OUT 


New diet high on veg and carbs 
Fighting talk 
on food for 
new entries 


Rove W: 





www.navynews . 










CEREMONY 
EEDOM OF THE 
UPON 


THE ROYAL NAvy 


ITY OF GIBRALTAR 












By 
John E. Alcantara CBE 
MAYOR OF GIBRALTAR 


The Honourable Ju 





GIBRALTAR 4 AUGUST 2004 


LATEST cover produced by the RN Philatelic Society marks the ter- 
centenary of British Gibraltar and the ceremony to confer the 
Freedom of the Rock upon the Royal Navy. Each one comes with a 


copy of the souvenir programme. Tel 01730 231668 for details. 


drink too much alcohol, watch salt 
and sugar intake. 

But recruits need 3,600 calories 
each day — the average c 
needs just 2,000-2,500 calories - 
and 60 per cent of food should be 
carbohydrates as a result 
ready being 
a chefs passing 
through HMS Raleigh. “We are 
watching what we eat more — and 
we are also learning that presenta- 
tion is important,” said CH Matt 
Downing. 


“If you put the vegetables 
and carbohydrates out first 
and the meat later, then peo: 
ple will go for more veg 
carbs. It's simple things ike 
that that make a difference 


CH Ad: 























) Butterworth added: 
to provide something 
which people are going to cnjoy 
but you have to provide a physical: 
ly balane 











a booklet aimed at 
a more comprehensive 
been produced for 
» that they 


recruits, 
pamphlet ha 





commanding office 
can make sure their men and 
wome: cating the right things 

We teach people to march, t0 
shoot, to fight, but until now we 
have not taught them about dict 
and nutrition,” said Brig Jeff Little, 
head of Defence Catering. 

‘Dict is an obsession in civyy 
strect. This is one of our first steps 
fo improving nutrition in the 











forces, 

















Pension 
scheme 
changes 
outlined 
in Cyprus 


SAILORS and fellow 
Service personnel on 
iprus have been 
‘on the shake-up 


-a 

thal colleagues 

around the world should 
all have received by next 
Changes to the exist: 

i scheme are 













General advice to recruits 

@ Eat sparingly: chips, cakes, 
crisps, burgers, sweets, pies and 
pastics 

@ Eat in moderation: red and 
white meat fish, eggs, nuts 

at regularly: cereals, rice, 

asta, noodles, potatoes, fruit and 
vegetables 

© Drink: cight to ten glasses of 
water daily 




































ste decision, once 
made, is uroversibie ao 
and, pam dtribs 
and pam at 
uted to low poise 
to take eecision 
which suite th them best. 
“There is no ‘one size 
fits all’ for either scheme 
and when it comes to 
gee Get Cape a 
is im 
sonnel factor in ‘ai rele 
cumstances — financial, 
divorce, children, every- 
thing,” said Maj Gen 
James Gordon, general 


sion Society. 
Among the most sig- 
nificant changes to the 
pension system will 
revolve around the 
amount of time served 
in uniform. 
Under the current 
scheme, sailors and 
marines joining up at 16 
are not credited with 
their first two rs of 
service when 
sion is calculated. 
is being redressed in 
the new-look pension, 
which new entrants to 
HM Forces will automat- 
ically be signed up to. 














































@ DEATH BY CHOCOLATE: a 
pirate ship confection spoils 
the message ‘eat less sweets’ 
at the Combined Services 
Culinary Challenge. See p18 


www.navynews.co.uk 











JLORS and aircrew who led 
efforts to help the stricken 
Canadian submarine 
Chicoutimi joined their 
Commonwealth comrades and 
the local community in a 
memorial service near Faslane. 
More than 500 people descend- 
ed on Rhu Church, a short distance 
from HM Naval Base Clyde, which 
was the hub of rescue efforts dur 
ing the five-day mission to brin 
the diesel boat safely back to port 
Nine crew were injured when 
fire broke out aboard the submia 
rine, the former HMS Upholder 
us she carried out trials 260 miles 














west of Faslane in atrocious weatt 
er conditio 

resultin; 
codenamed Operatic 
involved three fi 











Causeway 


ates, two REA: 











three tugs, two RAF Nimrods, 
three fishing boats, a dozen heli- 
copters and the efforts of 13 shore 
bases and organisations, 
Devonport-based Type 2 
HMS Montrose in char 
rescue mission at the 
end 








business 





dian officer Lt Chris 





‘LIGHT FANTASTIC 


Saunders was airlifted off 
Chicoutimi by a Sea King from 771 
NAS at Gannet, but later died in 
hospital in Ireland. 

Cdr Andrew Webb, Montrose’s 
Commanding Officer, said it was 
only now that the selfless actions of 
the team involved in the rescue 
mission had sunk in 








Cash 


ONE of the most spectacular firework displays in 
Portsmouth on bonfire night was staged by the 
Royal Navy at HMS Excellent, Whale Island, 
home of the new Fleet Headquarters — and pho- 
tographed by CPO(A) George Tweedie 


hack 


to front 
line plan 
by Hoon 


DEFENCE Secretary Geoff Hoon 


promised more 


cash would reach the front line of the three Forces 
as he unveiled wide-ranging plans to make the MOD 


more efficient. 


Mr Hoon told fellow MPs he 
was committed to saving £2.8 
billion by 2007/2008, pumping 
the money back into the mili- 
tary. 

The MOD was recently criti 
cised by a committee of MPs for 
shortcomings during last year's 
ampaign in Iraq when, despite 
ovement since the first 
ts still 












lacked vital ki 

Mr Hoon said a range of initia 
tives and measures ~ including cut 
ting staff, modernisation especially 
of the logistics/supply chane and 
changes under the 2004 review of 











the Armed Forces 
front-line units 

Among efficiency drives in the 
RN are the merging of the respon: 
sibilities of Fleet Headquarters 
and the Second Sea Lord's organi 
sation. The new Fleet HO on 
Whale Island in Portsmouth will 
save £10 million per year 


would benefit 














These plans for efficiency are 
about maximising the resources for 
front line. The front line needs 
upport, but we need to ensure 
{support is as lean as po: 
Mr Hoon told Parliament 


th 
sible 





J Costing too much ~ see p36 


deeply felt 


“Throughout the _ operation 
there were many individual acts of 
bravery, but one aspect stands out 
from the five-day rescue more than 
nd that was teamwork 








Several hundred personnel 
were involved from the chefs on 
board Montrose to the huge shore- 





side support effort in the back- 
ground. The crew were magnifi- 
cent throughout, professional, res- 
olute and incredibly brave 

The death of Lt Saunders was 
felt deeply by all my crew. Every 
effort was made to save his life and 
our sympathy, thoughts and 
prayers are with his family 
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First 
overhaul 
for new 
century 
frigate 


MILLENNIUM frigate’ HMS 
Kent has been the subject of a 
fierce bidding war but don't 
worry, she’s not been sold off 
The Portsmouth-based Type 2 
warship, commissioned in 2001 
needs her first period in dock next 
ear after a busy spell unde 
White Ensign, which has included 
wo Gulf wyments (one of 
the J-breaking tour of 
ly seizing more smuggled oil 
an any other RN vessel in the 

























ck Rosyth won the con 
rhaul Kent in a ‘reverse 
auction’ run by the Defence 
ogistics Organisation ~ looking 
for the lowest, rather than the 
hest bidder in a highly compet 
¢ three-and-a-half-hour auc 








1 revamp — the 


nfidential — will see 
« general overhaul, 


repainting, and fitted to 















carry the Merlin. anti-submarine 
helicopter, joinin wing num 
ber of Type 23s which are Merlin 
capable 

The overhaul will run from next 








month until the summer when 
Kent will rejoin the Fleet 


Wargraves 
project 
takes off 


INITS first 16 


War Memori 





nths the British 
Project 


100 visitors 






bsite has 





The project existed to create an 
online photo-archive of the 
of British servicemen and won 
from 1914 to the present day, said 
publicity co-ordinator — Paul 
Hamilton, On the UK mainland 
alone there are over 320,000 per: 
sonnel commemorated on memo: 
es. Thanks to the 
th War 
aves Commission and_ sister 
Canada, Australia and 
jand, the project was 
making “excellent progress’ 

Anyone can access the site free 
of charge and search by surname 
for a picture of a war grave. 

For more information visit 












































ew. warg uk oor 
email steve@wargraves.org.uk or 
write to British War Memorial 
Project HO, 11 Falcon Road, 





Horndean, Hants POS 9BY 


DID someone order some 
Edam? The first of the 
Fleet's next generation 
destroyers HMS Daring con- 
tinues to grow as workers at 
BAE Systems’ Scotstoun 
yard on the Clyde piece 
together another slice of the 
warship jigsaw. 

This 265-ton block, 30ft 
tall and 70ft wide, was built 
at the company’s Govan 
yard and ferried down the 
Clyde by barge. 

The Type 45 destroyer is 
being built in segments by 
BAE and the VT Group in 
Portsmouth (the latter is 
building the bow section 
and main mast). 

The segment on the move 
here forms one of the lower 
mid sections of Daring, 
which is due to be launched 
towards the end of 2005. 
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Jetty 
crane 
falls on 
carrier 


FIVE people were tre 
after 1¢ toppled on t 
deck of aircraft carrier 
Invincible in Portsmouth. 

The large crane, which operates 
on is on Sheer Jetty, fell while 
attempting to lift a mobile cr 
from the carrier's flight deck. Thi 
jetty crane is owned by the MOD but 
maintained and operated by FSL 

The driver, who suffered head 
injuries and concus: Was trapped 
for more than an hour, and. was 
released by the FSL. specialist rescue 
team, who were working with 
Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service 

The driver, another civilian con 
tract worker and three Naval person 
nel were treated at Queen Alexandra 
He il except the dri 
ver were discharged the same di 

A further 12 people were treated 
in the carrier's sick bay for minor 
abrasions and shock, 

A catwalk and sponson were dam 
aged, and there was slight damage to 
the flight deck, which was being 
repainted, but it is expected that 
repairs will be completed before the 
ship sails in the New Year. 

The incident resulted 
restrictions (0 ferry movements in 
the vicinity of the carrier, to prevent 
wash causing the ship to m 
ing the rescue 

An investigation into the incident 
is being conducted by the Health and 
Safety Executive, in conjunction 
with the MOD, 


Final duty 
for frigate 


Poppies in 
the snow 


SILENCE fell on a forest clear- 
ing in the Sierra Nevada as 
members of 45 Commando 
RM, on exercise in the United 
States, remembered their fall- 
en comrades. 

Their tribute of 600 poppies 
on a cairn of snow was just 
one variation of the Senior 
Service paying tribute to the 
ed in hospital war dead — see page 16 for 


the flight more. 
HMS 


















































ve dur 

















FRIGATE HMS M 

left Portsmouth to b ct final 

tour of duty under the White Ensign. 
The Type 23 frigate is spending 
x months in the Arabian Gulf as the 














RNs presence in the region, work 
ng alongside coalition forces in sur 
veying traffic on the seas, clampin, 
down on smugglers and generally 
providing uring presence 

She will also make goodwill visits 
to Kuwait, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia 


and the United Arab Emirates. west coast of Scotland 


The deployment has been the 






the, month sa Road sense 
Comm Cdr tan 


DEVONPORT Naval Base host- 
ed the MOD's local support 
the ship is ready to make a event for National Road Safety 
tribution to the Royal Navy's activi Week last month. 
ties in the region Vehicle health checks and 
Marlborough is due home in April drop-in eyesight checks were 
among the facilities on offer, as. 
well as displays and advice. 


issed Us? 
Limited stocks of back copies 1985-96. 
I) 


im, “With a challenging period 
ining successfully completed 











and will decommission two months 


later after 14 years’ service 
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Albion proves to be 
keen as Mustardia 


@ HMS Albion leads the Mustardian forces during the latest Joint Maritime Course off the north- 





Picture: LAPHOT) Brad Bradbury 








AMPHIBIOUS flagship HMS 
Albion headed a NATO task 
force in the latest Joint Maritime 
Course off the coast of Scotland. 
The Devonport-based assault 
ship. which achieved operational 
status this summer, led Mustardian 
Naval forces as a fictitious scenario 
was played out by Allied units 
Albion headed a task group of 
helicopter carrier HMS Ocean and 
three US destroyers, all under the 
overall command of Commander 
Amphibious Task Group 
(COMATG) Care Chris Parry 
The Mustardia part was 

















nary, but the ¢ 
nder of the 
Destroyer Squ 
Norwe commandos and six of 
their combat boats was most certain. 
ly for real,” said Albion's logistics 
officer Cdr Jim Line 

Powerful 


nbarkation 
US Second 
an 100 








dron, more 











in US warships 














Arleigh Burke, Porter and Anzio, 
and the insertion of Norwegian com 
mandos, allowed flagship staff w 
build a comprehensive picture of th 
enemy and direct the battle 
It's been a fascinating period in 
which to work closely with our US 
1 Norwegian allies, and experi 
with the latest marine technolo. 
aid Albion CO Capt Keith 
Winstanley 
These are just the sort of trainin, 





portunities We need to ensure suc 


cess in future coalition operations. 


DC takes reins from LC 


PATROL HMS Dumbarton 
Castle is on station in the Falklands 
after an 8,000-mile journey south to 
relieve sister ship Leeds Castle. 

The handover took place at sea 





around 
Falklands. 
a three-year —commitme: 
Dumbarton Castle. 

On leaving Portsmouth the pa 
ship had some last-minute work-ups 
to complete off Devonport ~ includ: 
of a Sea King on her 
an impressive 


1,200 miles north of the 
rt of 
by 


nts the si 





id repres 














the andi 
always 


sight on a relatively si 





all ship. 

Then it was a four-week voyage to 
the South Adiantic, with a tradit 
visit from Neptune's Court as the 
ship crossed the line 








Sailors also swam from northem 
to southern hei 
Ba 





isphere as a Hands to 
he was piped on the Equator 
During the trip the ship called in a 
Tenerife and Rio ~ the former a quie 
three-day break, the 1 
five-day sightseeing experience 
The hi 
between the Castles. took plac 












Her an active 





whil 





d to Mare 
t yf headed to Rio and then home. 
The handover was a particularly 
poignant moment for me personally 
having been Commanding Officer of 
both ships in the past two years," said 
Dumbarton's CO, Lt Cdr Jobn Garratt 
“I have great affection for the 
Castle class = they are fantastic, sea 
worthy manoeuvrable ships 
which have a very special place in 
my hean 
Leeds Castle comes home ~ 
page 19 


Harbour and 
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Exeter and 
Grey Rover 
back from 
Far East 


TYPE 42 destroyer HMS Exeter and 
her dedicated ‘tanker RFA Grey 
Rover have retumed to the UK 
at 
East 

The ships spent eight months 
away, undertaking defence diplom 
cy Visits to ten countries, including 
China, Japan, Vietnam, Russia and 
Thailand, 

One of the main objectives of the 
deployment was a two-week exer 
cise in the South Chi involv 
ing more than 30 ships from the 
countries which make up the Five 
Powers Defence Arrangement ~ the 
UK, Singapore, Malaysia, Australia 
and New Zealand, 

Exercise Bersama Lima tested all 
aspects of maritime warfare and a 
joint approach to air defence, and 
HMS Exeter commanded a 20: 
strong task group. 

A similar exercise 
Shield, was staged in Mi 
ships headed east. 

Defence Industry Days, promot- 
ing British equipment: manufactur 
ers, were held on board in Brunei 
and Bangkok, 

The ship and her ship's company 
selves in the 
icluding the match 








fter 
zh-profile deployment to the Far 
























Bersama 
as the 











of 266 often found th 
headlines, 








the South Korean Navy side which 
was staged in the splendid World 
in Inchon to celebrate 
» of football in the country 

ne was introduced by British 





Cup stadiui 
120 ye: 












ailors from HMS Exeter also 
carried out charity work in m 
ports of call, including painting and 
decorating orphanages in India, the 
Philippines and on the island of 
Penang. 
Fund-raisi 
enabled six chi 
structive 









activities in Vietnam 
dren to have recon 
Surgery {0 correct cleft 





palates 

Cdr Andrew Reed, the destroy 
Commanding Officer, said the 
deployment had been busy. varied 
and successful: “We have demon 
strated the UK's cc s commit 
ment to the Far East region, support 
d the Five Powers De 
Arrangement with two major exer 
ises and undertaken a high level of 
defence diplomacy, 

We also contributed to the UK's 
wider security interests in the Indian 
‘Ocean and Asia Pacific regions. 

Both ships called in at Gibraltar 
‘on the way home: 


Ajax plea 

THIS month marks the 65th anniver 
sary of the Battle of the River Plate, 
and the HMS Ajax and River PI 
swell its numbers as it remembers 
those who died in the cruiser on 
December 13, 1939, 

Anyone who served in the later 
Leander-class frigate HMS Ajax 
would be welcomed they should 
conti Jack € a 10 


























Geon 


Maltese cross-training IS an eye-opener 


MALTESE aviators had an cye 
opening insight into shipboard 
flight operations when HMS 
Kent called in. 

Aircrew from the Type 23 frigate 
exchanged places with counterparts 
from the Maltese Air Squadron dur 
ing a visit to the Mediterranean 
island, 
nt sailed from the UK in 
August to join NATO's permanent 
Mediterranean task force SNFM and 
join HMS Invincible on Exercise 
Destined Glory 

With duties alongside the carrier 
over, the frigate visited Malta to fos- 
ter ties with the island’s armed 
forces, totalling just 1,600 men and 
women. 

Co-operation in the air was the 
crux of the visit, and Kent’s Lynx 
helicopter, Flight 425, flew to the 
island's Luga airfield to work with 
Maltese fliers who crew the Alouette 
3, the aircraft used for the majority of 
search-and-rescue operations. 

The Maltese crew clambered 
aboard the Lynx for a zip around the 
island, but the real experience for the 
fliers came when the Maltese winch 
crew changed places with second 

















@ HMS Kent arrives in Malta after operations and exercises in the Mediterranean 


observer Lt Matt Boulind and winch 
man AEM “Taff” Parsons for a SAR 
exercise involving a 20ft Maltese 
patrol boat, while the two RN crew 
climbed into the Alouette, 

Malta's senior flier, Maj Claudio 
Spiteri, meanwhile toured Kent and 
asked about operating helicopters at 
sea the island will get its first patrol 
ship capable of aviation operations 








next ye 
Although the flight deck of a Type 
23 is the largest in the RNs destroy 
er/frigate fleet, it looked little larger 
than & postage stamp to the major. 
“The ship carried out a deck land: 
ing with Maj Spiteri sat, wide-eyed. 
in the Lynx,” said weapon engineer 
fficer Lt Cdr Steve Corps. “A pic 
ture paints a thousand words, and the 




















dangers involved were not lost on the 
Maltese pilot with over 6,000 hours” 
experience, but not one deck landing. 

“The few days with the Maltese 
Armed Forces were both v able 
and enlightening — the experience of 
their SAR squadrons in the 
Mediterranean is unrivalled and of 
great benefit to anyone visiting this 
theatre,” 
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Ships of the Royal Navy No589 *7- 





Wave Ruler is more than just 
a tanker 


OYAL Fleet Auxiliary 
ve Ruler is 
ignated a 
ge Fleet Tanker — but that 
is only the start for a ship 
which has seen plenty of 
action in recent months. 

Wave Ruler has been Atlantic 
Patrol Tanker (North) since 
April, operating in the Caribbean 
zion in support of Royal Navy 











warships and those of allied 
navies 
The 31,500-ton tanker conducted 


replenishments at sea (RASes) with 
the French, Netherl: and US 
and with the US Coast Guard 


She also conducted an 
historic first RAS for a 
Mexican Navy ~ specifically 
the frigate ARM Victoria. 


The RAS required Wave Ruler to 
visit the port of Cozumel, in Mexico, 
where sailors from the Victor 
underwent seamanship training on 
the RAS rig, tactical communica 
tions, ship handling and the com: 
mand and control aspects of the oper 
n ~ all under the guidance of RFA 
personnel 

A few days later both ships were at 
sea to carry out the successful RAS. 
winning praise from the captain of 
the Victoria. 

































Beyond refuelling - and Wave 
Ruler can carry up to 16,.000m! of 
liquids, including 3,000m! of avie 


tion fuel ~ the tanker has fulfilled a 
number of other roles. 


Her large flight deck makes her an 
ideal platform for counter-drugs 
operations, and she has spent plenty 
of time operating independently of 
other warships. 
She has her own Lynx flight 
embarked, and a sm 
Coast Guard officers who carry o 
the boardings of suspect vessels also 
t the British auxiliary as home. 
To help in this role. Wave Ruler 
can also operate US Coast Guard 

















helicopters 

She is also a welcome a 
aster-rel 
proved earlier this year when she and 
Type 23 frigate HMS Richmond 
tracked the vicious Hurricane Ivan 


et in dis 
{ operations — as 














across the region, clearing up in its 
wake 
Wave Ruler carries a variety of 


stores for many eventualities, and her 
aircraft and boat capabilities are use 
ful assets. 

She w, on hand when Ivan 
smashed into Grenada and Grand 
Cayman; in both islands personne! 
from the auxiliary made up shore 
parties which provided technical 
assistance and medical aid ashore 
Vital “first aid” to get power and com- 
munications systems restored to 
working order, 

In Grenada, in particular, person 
nel from Wave Ruler worked long 
hours at the hospital, helping the 
overstretched staff there who were 
treating hundreds of casualties of the 
storm. 

And at Grand Cayman it was 
¢ Ruler’s boat crews who pro 
a valuable service, transport 

nd personne! ashore from 



























two British ships through choppy 
seas 

Wave Ruler will remain in the 
Caribbean until February, when she 
is due to be relieved by her sister 
Wave Knight 

She will then retum to the UK to 
take a starring role in the celebrations 
which will mark the centenary of the 
RFA, including participation in the 
International Fleet Review, and she 
will undertake a tour of British ports 
in July and August. 

Wave Ruler, which was launched 
on the Clyde in February 2001, is the 
second auxiliary to bear the name 

The first was a tanker originally 
hed in January 1946 at the 
Shipbuilding yard on 
e for the Ministry of Transport 





lau 
Furness 











Capt Robert Sherbrooke VC 


THIS month's hero not only 
played a crucial role in saving a 
convoy ~ despite hideous injuries 
when his ship was struck by a 








shell ~ but he also had a signifi 
cant effect on German naval pol 
icy in World War IL 

Capt Robert St Vincent 


Sherbrooke — known to his fami 
ly as Rupert ~ led the 17th 
Destroyer Flotilla when it joined 
Convoy JW51B to Russia. 
Sherbrooke, in HMS Onslow 
had the task of escorting the 14 
merchant ships from the UK and 
USA to Murmansk, and took up 


























station on the afternoon of 
Christmas Day 1942 in the North 
Atlantic 
Alongside the Onslow were 
Obdurate, Obedient, Orwell and 
the older Achates, while Force R 
cruisers Sheffield and Jamaica © @ Robert Sherbrooke 
provided cover 
Further off, ready to pitch were battleship — Russia, while 
Anson, cruiser Cu and a festroyers. Obedient, and endured a se 
Convoy JW51B was forced south by a gale and — face 
ighted by a U-boat on December 30, promptin, His wi 
Admiral Kummetz, in heavy cruiser Hipper, tos Admiral 
from Altenfjord with pocket battleship Lutzow and six the pro, 
destroyers. as handling signals 
Hipper and three escorts spotted Obdurate, on the His Victoria Crc 





of the convoy, shortly 
d opened fire, bu 
Sherbrooke had anticipated 
weather and sea conditions were 


boat operations: his 





the ca 














torpedoes while the frei; 





The British sq) 





was made 


his cheek 





nd nose and leavin 
ck 





down his ch 


But he carried on directing the 
sign that he was injured despite being parti 








ter Yarn 
Woy Was ready 
4 sur 






ayers counter-attackes 


already fended off the 
Germans three times in an hour when another attack 
but this time a shell from Hipper hit 

Onslow’s funnel, sending splinters through the bri 
Sherbrooke caught a splinter in the fac 
one eyeball ¢ 








1943, 
Robe: 

pewhat dist 

and hi 


n December 





tack 
mst air ai 


as the 








with — conclusio is fa 
away under a grandfather wa: 
mother was a direct di 





ber 








. smashing 
sling 





Sherbrooke ret 











also a Naval ¢ 


He went to Osbome in 1913 
ships. including 
and Queen Elizabeth, torpedc 
Capetown and monitor Erebus. 

His first command was destroyer HMS 
Gibraltar, and he won the DSO when he ec 


Kinloch, who led the rem: 
destroyers in one 
against the Germans 
although Hipper hit 





and 
Achates. 
killing her captain and causing 





fatal damage to the old destroyer, 
the German force again sheared 
off fearing a torpedo attack 

By midday Hipper had fled, 
having come under fire from 
Sheffield and Jamaica, which 
sank a German destroyer. Lutzow 
and her escort, which had been 
lurkin th to spring a 
Allied 
























trap, never engaged 
ships, which escaped ithed 
Back in 





pital — ships 
Commander-in-Chief 
R 


while 
Admiral 









resigned, 


Onslow was repai 








e, often described as courtec 
non January 8, 1901 at 





was bor 
3s almost a fot 
ra Captain and his 
r, Whi 
of Lord St Vincent 
and served in a num 
ttleships Canada, Iron Duke 
unboat Hussar, cruiser 























Cossack at the second battle of Narvik in April 1940. 


ction, giving no 


ly blind. 





After the Barents Sea 
variety of duties in early 1944 


Sherbrooke retumed to a 
. including command of 


e RFA Wave Ruler prepares to conduct a replenishment at sea with HMS Monmouth in the Caribbean 


as the Empire Evesham 

She and her Empire sisters soon 
took on the Wave prefixes, and Wave 
Ruler remained a replenishment 
tanker, though many of her sisters 
were used as freighters. 

The first Wave Ruler had a full 
displacement of 16,650 tons, a length 
of 425ft and a speed of 15 knots. 

She took part in the atomic tests at 
Christmas Island, and in the early 
1950s rn und off Wales. 

She became an oil depot ship in 
1971. and was sold in December 
975. having never had the chance to 
win a Battle Honour ~ an opportuni 
ty which has not yet prese 
to the current ship either 























Picture: LA(PHOT) Jack Russel! 


Facts and figures 


Class: Wave-class Large Fleet 
Tanker 

Pennant number: A390. 
Builder: BAE Systems, Govan 


stern theustrs 
i: 18 knots. 
feapons: two 30mm cannon; 

four 7.62mm machine guns; 
fitted for but not with two. 
Vulcan Phalanx 
Aircraft: One spot for a Sea 
King, Merlin or Lynx 

w: Surface search: E/F 
band; navigation: KH 1007, I- 
band: IFF: Type 1017 
Complement: 80 plus 22 
aircrew 


Launched: February 9, 2001 
Commissioned: April 27, 2003 


Length: 181.7 metres 

Beam: 26.9 metres 

Draught: 10 metres 

Di: E 31,500 tons: 
fully loaded 

Machinery: Diesel-electric; four 
Wartsila 12V 32E/GCLM diesel 
generators; two GECLM motors; 





ed and in great pain, 
The ship was struck again, holing her and putt 
some of her guns out of action, but Sherbrooke con: 
tinued to protect the convoy until his medical offic 
insisted he go below for treatment 
Command of the flotilla now passed to Lt Cdr 











a Naval air station and command of aircraft carrier 
HMS Indefatigable. 

He was promoted Rear Admiral in July 1951 and 
retired, medically unfit, just under three years later. 
He later became High Sheriff of Nottingham, and died 
‘on June 13 1972 
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Hausfrau 
‘request 


TREAD with interest Bert 
Gulliver's story of his father 
(August issue). 

My father CERA — John 


Frederick Sha 
submarine whe: 
January 7, 1940, 

From Oflag the 
castle turned prison ca 
wrote to his parents: “I badly ne 
a housewife — please send me 


was also with the 
it was lost on 








Prussian 

















one.” 
This caused — conster 
mong his gaolers ~ how could the 
nans know that what he 





wanted was one of those little 
pouches containing — needles, 
thread and buttons for mendi 
clothes known as at “housewife 

They held an_ enquiry and 
decided that no prisoner could be 
allowed to import a domestic 
servant 

The matter was eventually 
cleared up by a member of the 
Red Cross who interviewed my 
father about the matter 

When the letter ed in 
ind, workmen in a tannery at 
te formed a_penny-a-week 
club to send Red Cross parcels to 
my father ~ and in the first was a 
“housewife”, which 
among the — few 
possessions of his I retain. If any of 
your readers knew my father I 
would be pleased to hear from 
them.- D. Shaw, Grays Point, 
New South Wales 


Mystery 
cheque 


MANY thanks for your letter and 
for its contained Mystery Picture 
winner's cheque. After ten years 
and more of competing I was 
naturally chuffed to have been 
successful 

T would like to do 
winnings to the Royal Naval 
Benevolent ‘Trust. As I do not 
know their address, | would be 
most grateful if you would forward 
my cheque to them, ~ K. R. Lown, 
Margate 






































Mr Lown's cheque for £25 has 
been forwarded to the RNBT, 
who can be found at Castaway 
House, 311 Twyford Avenue, 
Portsmouth, Hants PO2 8PE.. Tel 
023 92 639534 - Ed 
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rench? 


PORTSMOUTH’s Conservatives have submitted a Notice 
of Motion to the City Council to stop attempts to play 
down the importance of the Battle of Trafalgar 


They have done this as a 
response to comments made in 
The News, Portsmouth 
regarding the celebrations 
that the City Council will be 
commemorating the death of 
Admiral Lord Nelson and 
not be celebrating the decisive 
victory as this might upset the 
Fren 

On 


somes 











note, 
nily 1 do 
not find it of e that we will be 
celebrating Trafalgar, quite the 
contrary, f think it is disgraceful 
that we would attempt to play 
down the victory that has sh 

our city, our country and the 
of Europe for the next 100 ye: 
Notice of Motion reads 

The City Council believes that 
the Battle of Trafalgar, 21st 
October 1805 is and always will be 
an inseparable part of Admiral 
Lord Nelson's life, death, the 
proud traditions of our Royal Navy 
and the history of Portsmouth: 

@ The City Council confirms 
that it will be c brating Admiral 
Lord Nelson's victory at Trafalgar 
in addition to commemorating his 
tragic death 

© The City Council will not play 
down the significance of the 
ive victory at Trafalgar for 
ical correciness and views any 
npt to do so with grave 

n 

@ The City Council intends to 
play a full part in the Sea Britain 
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Festival in 
which wi 


2005, a major part of 
centred on Nelson's 
life, his flagship and the Historic 
Dockyard Clir Alistair 
Thompson, Portsmouth 

At their meeting of October 26 
Portsmouth City Councillors 
passed a motion vowing not to 
play down the significance of the 
Battle of Trafalgar. They have 
allotted £700,000 _ towards 
supporting the-200th anniversary 
celebrations next year, which will 
feature a re-enactment of a 
Napoleonic sea battle involving 
eight tall ships off Southsea. - Ed 








b 








DESPITE the fact that Admiral 
Lord Nelson was made a Freeman 
of Totnes, the Councillors of 
Totnes, South Devon, have decided 
not to celebrate the 200th 
anniversary of Tra r, for fear of 
upsetting the French. 

How fortun 
Nelson didn’t 
sentiments! 
Torquay 














are that 
harbour — such 


K. V. Mutlow. 





WE mx from Norfolk to 
Widicy, Hants 19 years > and 
with us brought a connection with 
the life of Nelson. From 
generation to generation it was 
said my wife's six times 
grandmother was nurse 
housekeeper to the young Nelson 
when his mother died 

It is known that after Nelson left 
Burnham Thorpe to join the Navy 
Mary Blacket married a Mr John 
High. They were landlords of the 
Ship Inn at Brancasterf in Norfolk 
clson, on one of the occasions 
he returned home, called one of 
Mary's sons *Valiant’ — and for the 
next three generations the male 
members of the family were known 
locally as “Valiant” High. 

There is little evidence of the 
relationship of Mary Blacket to 
Lord Nelson other than what is 
written in the Parish records - 
problems of record keeping were 
also compounded because neither 
Mary, John nor any of their 
children for many generations 
could read or write. 

Much evidence of Nelson's 
social life and relationships was 
kept hidden and sabotaged by the 
Victorians, so maybe — new 
information will come to light. — R. 
Nichols, Widley, Hants. 




























































MY MOTHER gave me_ this 
brooch when I was 15 years of age 
in 1937. 

My understanding was that it 
was issued to selected recipients at 
schools throughout New Zealand. 

Itis still mounted o the original 
navy blue velvet backing. 

T would be interested to know if 
any other ide 
existence, 

The wording on the reverse side 
is: “Centenary memento of the 
Death of Nelson 1805 Oct 21 1905 
Containing Copper from HMS 
Victory. The Gift of the Lords of 
the Admiralty to British & Foreign 
Sailors Society. ER- VII" — D. 
MacGregor, Sevenoaks, Kent, ex 
RNZN/RNZNVR/RNR 











brooches are in 











THE TUC is seeking three extra 
Bank Holidays per year to bring 
the UK in line with the European 
Among the new 
holiday dates is 
r y, October 21 
T hope your readers will join me 
in lobbying MPs and others with 
influence to honour this great 














Victory and its architect. Lord 
Nelson. - Bob Seaman, Milton 
Keynes 


Satanism 
‘a step 
too far’ 


LWOULD submit that Satanism bein 
Christian and most other religious beliefs is a 


180 di 








ces opposed to 
tep too far’ and 


simply cannot be called a religion or tolerated in the Royal Navy 


Would you want your son or 
daughter to go to serve onboard a 
ship where these satanic principles 
were officially supported? 
Recruiting certainly won't be 
improved by this further politically 
correct move! 

Don't we still launch our ships 
saying ‘God bless her and all who 
sail in her’ and in granite over the 
RN College at Dartmouth say "It is, 
upon the Navy, under the good 
providence of God, That the 
wealth, safety and strength of the 
kingdom do chiefly depend 
Critchley, Liskeard, Cornwall. 


ALBATROS \d whistling up 
the wind are sailor's lore, but 
nism has no place above or 
below decks. 

In Navy News there is a 
strong sense of the ‘days or yore’. 
From Trafalgar and before to the 
present day I'm sure that all those 
proud fa 
would be horrified to hear of this 
latest piece of modern day 
constitutional rights. 

Prior to battle stations and 
indeed before heading storm 
there was always a er to 
almighty God aather, 

g to save’. It is part of our 

May it long continu 
it's always served us well. — M. 
Warr, Barrydal 
4 Newsview, page 20 
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THANKS for forwarding 
the letters my 
request for 

on the 1952 Medit- 
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IT WAS with great interest 
that I read the article ‘Only the 
Valiant’ (October issue and 
November Letters). 

At that time | was an acting 
PO Tel on Admiral 
Cunningham's staff. 

After the attack by the 
italian human torpedoes C-in- 
C Mediterranean's people 
were evacuated to Ismailia. 
Then | was sent to Port Tewfik 
and later drafted back to 
England via Cape Town. 

| spent a hectic period in 
the Captain-Class frigate 
HMS Ekins based at Chatham 
and chasing E-boats and 
hydrofoils all over the North 
Sea. Ekins eventually ran 
over a ‘ratchet’ mine and 
limped back to Chatham with 
her bottom flattened instead 
of V-shaped. The dockyard 
and Admiralty officials took 
one look and wrote her off. 

When that mine exploded 
under the Ekins | was sitting 
in the radio office in my nice 
armchair — and | swear | went 
up three feet or more and 
landed back in my chair. 

| suffered from back pains 
in later life and it was found | 
had a crushed vertebra in my 
lower back. This was surgi- 
cally removed and so | am 
now three quarters of an inch 
shorter. — G. Owen, 
Birmingham 


THERE was an interesting 
sequel to the Italian human 


torpedo story. The Captain of 
the Valiant, Charles in, 
was later promoted Rear 
Admiral and after the Italian 
surrender became Admiral 
Commanding Taranto and the 
Adriatic. 

What followed is best 
described in Morgan's own 
words, from his narrative of 
the attack which is displayed 
beside one of the chariots in 
the naval museum in Venice: 

“In March 1945 the Crown 
Prince of Italy came down to 
Taranto to inspect the Italian 
ships and establishments. | 
Junched with him on the sec- 
ond day and accompanied 
him during his inspections 
which included a visit to St 
Vito Barracks where a pre- 
sentation of medals was to 
take place. 

“The first officer to be dec- 
orated with the Italian Gold 
Medal for Valour (equivalent 
to our Victoria Cross) was Lt 
de la Penne, for his attack on 
ae Valiant on December 19, 


1. 

“After the citation had been 
read out, Lt de la Penne came 
forward to the platform. As he 
did so, the Crown Prince 
turned round and said: ‘Come 
on Morgan, this is your 
show!" | stepped forward, 
took the medal from the 
Crown Prince’s hand and 
pinned it on Lt de la Penne'’s 


st. 
“1 thus had the pleasure 


and honour of decorating Lt 
de la Penne with the highest 
award granted by the Italian 

for the very courageous 
and gallant attack he made on 
my ship three years and three 
months before!” — Capt 8. H 
Kent, Petersfield, Hants. 


Light touch of 
joker Fred 


SOMEBODY lent me your 


April issue and I spotted a = A- G. Spear 


photograph of Lord 

Aountbatten in the feature on 
HMS Eaglet. I also recognised 
the man in the next picture, 
holding a dog. 

Fred Dalton was the Senior 
Shipkeeper there in 1970 when I, 
as an Australian member of a 
Work Study ‘Team under training 
and conducting a pra applica 
tion study into the work of RNR 
Shipkeepers, used those at HMS 
Eaglet as our first shore training 
centre for the study 

Fred was a great practical joker 
Once he went to the Magic Shop in 
Liverpool and bought one of those 




















trick electric bulbs that light 
up when a little button on the base 
is pressed 


He had just finished putting 
new battery when Lt Cdr Verge, 
the OIC, came into his office to ask 
about the work requirements for 
the weekend. 

As he tightened the cap, Fred 
went into a tirade about one of the 
permanent RN petty officers 
attached. 

“What's wrong, Mr Dalton?” 
asked the OIC. 

“One of your petty officers 
threw away this light bulb, sir, and 
nn thing still works ~ look!" 
held up the bulb and pressed 
utton. 

“These things cost money and 
we can't afford to throw money 
away like that 





































Mr Dalton. Give 
¢ and I will give 
“ ssing down. This 
n old vessel, but we can't 
faste moncy that can be 
better spent on things that matter.” 














We left Fred's office in a hurry 
G point, Bomaderry, 
New South Wales. 


Lucky 
escape 


REGARDING your __ article 
“Exeter pays tribute to victims of 
Java $ eptember issue), my 
late fat! ading Cook fF: 
Hanley served in HMS Exeter but 
for reason of severe health prob- 
lems it was decided to transfer 
him to a hospital ship at 
Singapore on December 10, 1941 

I'm quite sure he would not 
have survived the Battle of the 
or captivity afterward, 

















and also 





am: “Deeply 
regret to inform you that the shi 


en sunk in the Battle of 
s. He must therefore 
be regarded as missing on active 
Hanley, 





Leicester 


Soccer 
scribes 


IWAS very interested to read 
under “Time of Your Lives’ 40 
years ago (October issue) an arti- 
cle on a football match by RN 
Haslemere. 

ally played in that match, 
and am proud to say was partly 











responsible for our success, 
together with skipper Brian 

roft. Our team consisted of 
nine writers and two Comms rat 
ings. 

My memory can't recall the 
whole team, but I do remember 
Pete Catton, Bob Hills and Billy 
Heslop. 

In 1964 most teams played the 
old style 2 
Godalming 











a style new in those days 
of 4-2-4. They used a short pass- 
ing game and usually had their 
opponents ragged and chasing 
shadows. 

We had suffered similarly 
‘or this match, away from 
we decided to put another 
centre half in, and use a Long ball 
game, using the speed of our two 
wingers. It worked like a dream 
and we knocked them out of their 
stride. 

RN Haslemere enjoyed a very 
successful time while CND was at 
Lythe Hill House, mostly due to 
the Drafting Chief's knowledge 
and bringing good footballers of 
the Writer Branch to Haslemere. 

Bob Mason, Horsham, West 
Sussex. 


Road rage 
over flags 


THE sight of the Union F 
being flown upside down annoys 
me no end, too, shipmate Hallas 
(October issue). On certain layby 
fast food snack bars some of them 
fly the flag — at least half of them 
the wrong way up. There is no 
excuse. — D. i |, Silloth on 
Solway, Cumbria 



































@ MINED: HMS Ekins (top) 
and HMS Queen Elizabeth 
seen from HMS Valiant with 
British Eastern Fleet dur- 
operations against 
Sabang, Northern Sumatra in 
1944, All were severely dam- 
aged by mines 
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The Pusser's Rume 


Nelson Ship's Decanter 





TO ORDER YOUR DECANTER 


Available by Mail Order from Nauticalia, Tel. 0870-905-5090 
or ask your local stockist to order one for you. 
U.K. Agent Malcolm Cowen Ltd., London, Tel. 0208-965-1937 


. 


ignificance 
Note decanter‘s rum is 47.75% Alc/Vol. 
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Norman nips off to 


AGE is no barrier for former 
submariner Norman Young, 
an energetic 76, who is 
heading off to the Himalayas 
for SSAFA Forces Help. 

In company with ex-SAS m 
Chris Ryan and 50 others, Norman 
will be journeying through the dis 
tant mountains early next year 

Norman, who spent 31 y 
in the submarine service, ‘s: 

The SSAFA Nepal Trek will 
us through remote parts of the 
Himalayas, off the tourist track 
with access to monasteries alor 
the way and a chance to experience 
some of the renowned Nepali hos 
pitality and culture. 

No stranger to these challenges. 
Norman has previously trekked 
through the Namibian desert and 
across Br 

Mc 
dist. 
hari 
of people 
Naval 

























sed through his long. 
nce walking will help run the 

. which transforms the lives 
ike Robert Adkin, 
feapons Engineer Mechanic 
in the first Gulf War who left the 
service in 199%. 

His daughter, Megan, has Rett 
Syndrome, a neurological illness 

leaves her incapable of walk- 
ing and talking, and with other dif- 
ficulties. Megan can communicate 
through facial expressions, smiling 
and giggling, but she needs special 
care, 

SSAFA helped raise £3,500 so 
that the family home could be 
adapted to make Megan’s life, and 
those of her family, casier for 
to-day living 
























| specialist le 


to forces personnel 


personal injury claims 
family problems 
house purchases 

wills 

police interview 
courts martial 


Nigel Burn and Gilbert Blades 
are well known for their Courts 
Martial expertise throughout 
the UK and Europe. 


other offices of 





Low 01507 606161 
Hormcosde 01507 $2752) 





Helping Hands 





r SSAFA 


Early October saw people across 
the country get involved in events 
to make a difference to Servicemen 
and women's lives as part of SSAFA 
Forces Help Week, with different 
activities from charity brew-ups to 
fundraising dinner parties. 

If you would like any more infor 
mation on SSAFA Forces Help. 
telephone 020 7463 8783 or visit 
www.ssafa.org.uk 

If you're keen to. sponsor an 
aging submariner in his Himalayan 














exploits, visit Norman’s website at 
www.justgiving.com/brigham. 


Change in scale 
for Albion chefs 













RATHER more used to the large 
scale of assault ship HMS Albion, 
a team from the ship put their cu 
linary skills to good use on board a 

nal boat restaurant in their affili 
ated city of Chester. 

‘The group of three chefs and t 
stewards, led by WOCA ‘Sling 
Wood, prepared a_ fundraising 
dinner for 40 people, including 
the Lord and Lady Mayoress of 
Chester. 

The splended evening, arranged 
through a partnership with a local 
hotelowner, raised over £1,100 for 
local children’s charity, the Claire 
House Hospi 
POCA ‘Dickie’ Hasler said: “It 
was strange for the team to work 
in a kitchen that wasn't constant 
ly moving, but we all thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience.” 






























gal advice 





contact 
Nigel Burn or Tean Butcher 

Bonk Street, Lincoln N2 1DR 

Tel: 01522 512345 

between Sam 5.1 Spm oF Mibtory 
Discipline Maters only contact Nigel Burn 
Mab: 07775 860608 alter 6pm 


www. wilkinchapman,co.uk 


wilkin chapman 
epton blades 


solicitors 





The Royal Navy 


& Roy 


Children’s Fund 


Patron: Her Majesty the Queen 


al 


HISTORY 

Children of the Royal Naval Services have 
been supported for over one hundred years 
by the charitable funds, originally as 
orphanages but now in ways appropriate 
to present day needs, such as schools, 
homes, special needs establishments, 
holidays and in their own homes in times 
of family crisis. 


AIM 


he Royal & Royal 
Marines Children’s Fund 





Formed from The RN & RM Children’s 
Trust and The RN & RM Children’s 





311 Twyford Avenue. 





‘The Royal Navy & Royal Marines Children’s Fund 
mshaw, Portsmouth PO2 8PE 


Applications and referrals sbowkd be mae to 
Mrs. M.A. Hateman of Mex. 1. Smith af the address above or by phone Tel 


al Marines 


Home is the premier charity for 
providing charitable help to children of 
serving and ex-serving personne! of the 
Royal Navy, Royal Marines, The Queen 
Alexanda Royal Naval Nursing Service, 
the former Women's Royal Naval Service 
and the reserves of these forces. 


HOW HELP IS ORGANISED 
‘Consideration of every circumstance is 
given swift and sympathetic attention by 
people who understand the difficulties of 
service and seafaring life 

Applications can be made at any time, 
Those secking assistance can contact the 








office direct for an application form. 





3 9263 954 










proves a 
class act 


JUST DAYS before the 
bell rang for class for the 
first time, a team of 40 from 
HMS Iron Duke turned up, 
paint brushes in hand, to 
transform a West African 
school 














town, Sierra Leone, was 
the first port of call for the 
te after setting out on her 
South Atlantic deployment in 
mid September. 

The brightness of the children’s 
ge uniforms was only matched 

smiles on secing the arrival 
Royal Naval visitors. 

With only cnough paint to com 
plete half the school, some Naval 
Ingenuity with paint thinner, ten 
brushes and a sense of humour, 
Iron Duke's team finished the job 
with only hours to spare before the 
school's official openin, 

Local community leaders and 
members of the government and 
military attended the ceremony to 
herald the new school's start. 

Cdr Peter Carden, commanding 
officer of HMS Iron Duke, said 
“This was a rare and humbling 
experience for the ship's company 
of Iron Duke to provide assistance 
to the innocent generation in this 
desperately poor country 

“What little we provided will 
no doubt remain a vivid memory 
to the children at the Lewab Boyd 
Preparatory School in Freetown, 
and to those ship’s company who 
participated.” 

A local orphanage also benefit- 
ted from a clothing collection by 
the ship prior to sailing. 

The three-day visit to the West 
African state also saw the frig 
ate provide basic navigation, 
manship, firefighting and first aid 
training to members of the Sierra 
Leone Maritime Wing. 

















































Golden steps for 
sniece’s joy 


| A TREKKING expedition 
to the ‘Lost City of the 
Incas’, Machu Picchu, 
lured Lt Cdr Louis Wilson- 
Chalon to pull on his walk- 
ing boots and put on his 
fundraising cap. 

Louis set out to raise 
cover £2,800 towards send- 
ing his niece Jasmine 
Gaylard to swim with dol- 
phins in the USA. Jasmine 
has severe disablities, and 
will never walk, talk, eat or 
even drink normally, and 
for her communication is 
almost impossible. 

The chance to take part 
in this adventurous train- 
ing expedition came about 
while working for Director 
Amny Aviation in Middle Wallop. 
| _ A.group of 12 from the Army 
| and Navy tackled the high- 
| altitude trek through lush veg- 
| etation, fast-flowing rivers, Inca 
ruins andisolated hamlets, where 
wanting to boost the income of 
the villagers, the visitors made 
sure they bought some of the 
local produce - which just hap- 
pened to be beer... 

Despite a bridge being 
washed away, the intrepid group 
overcame all obstacles to reach 
their lofty hidden goal. 

Louis said: “It was a fabu- 
lous and unforgettable trip 
that provided a fitting end to a 
most interesting and rewarding 
appointment with the Amy.” 

@ Expedition organiser Major 
Phil Green (Army), Jasmine and 





‘© Crew from HMS Iron Duke help out at a school in Sierra Leone 


Sea Harriers to be 
replaced by... bikes?! 


AS A LAST thank you to their current home in Yeovil, Naval 
Pal one Nate pic equeeon sia gocuneto Sed and 
Lt et Metal be el Se lla k farewell. 

A 21 cycle ride took the team from old to new, RNAS 
ade beter keane eh 
£1,500 for the Flying Colours Appeal at Hospital and the Time 





FORMER Aircraft Engineer Jamie 
Weller is set to be the first blind pi- 
ot to cross the skies of London ina 
hot air balloon. 

Jamic, who served in 899 Naval 
Air Squadron for three years, 
began to lose his sight and in 1990 
went for help to St Dunstan's, the 
rity that cares for blind ex- 
ervice men and women. 
Once given the necessary train- 

and independent living skills 
St Dunstan's, Jamie went on to 
hicve a degree and forge a career 
as a tax adviser for Deloitte. 





















Weller's hot-air balloon 


@ The Dean of St Paul's Cathedral, Dr John Moses, blesses Jamie 





For more information, visit the 
website: www.st-dunstans.org.uk. 


Another fine 
‘mess result 
| for hospital 


THE petty officer's mess from 
HMS Newcastle visited their affili- 
ated charity, ill children at the city's 
Newcastle General Hospital 

Mess president PO *Monty 
| Montgomery presented the ward 
| with a cheque for £1,000 
| along with a large selection of toys 
and Playstation games ~ the fruits 
dog-racing theme nights on the 
ht deck and in the POs’ mess 
The mess has had close links 
with the ward over the years and 
though HMS Newcastle bows out 
soon, sailors hope that the bond 
with the RN continues for many 
years to come. 


Six of the best 
from Raleigh 


SAILORS and civilian employees 
at HMS Raleigh put their best foot 
forward for the establishment's 
adopted charity, Churchtown 
Farm, running three miles from 
‘Torpoint to the nearby village of 
Antony and back. 

Each runner paid an entrance 
fee of £1 and prizes were award- 
ed to the fastest male and female 
competitors. 

Churchtown, near Lostwithiel 
is a respite care and holiday centre 
for adults and children with physi- 
cal and learning disabilities. 

Raleigh adopted Churchtown in 







































1985 raised 

more than £20,000 for the centre 
Ms r, Gabbie Robinson, 

said: “We have been overwhelmed 





by the support we have received 
from Raleigh ~ it has made 
enormous difference in the lives 
of the children and adults we care 
for. 


Walk to wheel 
of wonder 


TEN crew members from HN 
Ilustrious completed a 1 
sponsored walk from Edinburgh 
to the Falkirk Wheel, while the 
re ages of a 
£120million refit in nearby Rosyth 

Led by CPO ‘Jumper’ Collins 
and the Rey Bernard Clarke, the 
ised just over £300 for the Seagull 
Trust, which helps disabled people 
joy the delights of boating on the 
Edinburgh canal using its spec 
modified boat. The wheel is th 
world’s only rotating boat lift — and 
a tourist attraction. 


Excellent effort 
for hospital 


HMS Excellent raised £837 for 
Mary Ward in Queen Alexandra 
Hospital in Cosham. The mone 
raised at various mess events, wi 
be used to buy a much needed 
oxygen saturation monitor for the 
ward which looks after stroke vic 
tims of all ages throughout the 
acute stage of their illness. 


Rivalry put on 
hold for a day 


ARDENT Pompey fan WO (PT) 
Ian Binks and avid Saints sup- 
raised 
£280 between them by exchanging 
football kits and sporting the oppo- 
colours when they joined col 
leagues from HMS Collingwood 
fun-run. Some 145 pe 
blishment 
Red Sock 

































































took part in the nation: 
mile run, raising £500, 


Pots of coffee 


NAVAL caffeine addicts turned 
their weakness to good use in aid 
of Macmill . The 
Morn 
sailors and staff at th 

Maritime Warfare School at HMS 
Collingwood down £368 worth of 

. The event was organised by 
m from the Communica 
Warfare Training U 
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Five go mad 
on Dartmoor 


FIVE sailors from minchunter 
HMS Hurworth swapped pusser’s 
grey for pongo khaki when they 
joined their affiliated Army unit. 

‘The Tyne Tees Regiment invited 
the sailors to take part in an exer- 

rtmoor. 
been taught basic infan- 
connaissance skills, the 
sailors headed off into the dark on 
a night patrol. 

The sailors ~ dubbed the 
“fabulous five’ by shipmates in the 
ed Hunt-class war 

successfully concluded the 
games by marching f 
in an hour carrying 

rifle and webbing 
It was a worthwhile experience 















Portsmouth-ba 
ship 








Said OM(MW) Nick Cook, 
I definitely prefer being in the 





| People 


2b 





JAMAICA'S defence adviser 
busiest 


vited to the RN's ‘ 
school’ - or Military Training 
School to give itits correct ttle 

where sailors are educated in 
the art of boarding and search- 
ing vessels. 

Since the September 11 
atrocities, boarding has be- 
come even more of a staple 
diet for RN personnel. 

It has long been practised in 
the Gulf and in the Caribbean, 
where a British warship is regu- 
larly deployed on drugbusting 
duties. 


Col Linton observed HMS 
Argyll's crew put through their 
paces by Maj Willie Hannah and 
his NMT team in their mv Cos- 
sack training centre, a mock-up 





Gannet goes from 
‘grotty’ to gleaming 


AS R&R goes, the aircrew of Gannet Search and Rescue Flight 
will hope their Commanding Officer doesn't insist on too much. 

The Prestwick-based unit was put to work (as a slice of rest 
and relaxation) cleaning up pat historic Fairey Gannet which 


stands at the entrance to the 


base. 
There was, say the Gannet team, some 
Bi furuets jens of Navy News (the gate 


droppings dirt" 
rae rate 


Gannet served the RN from 1960 onwards with 


HM Hermes, Ark 







flying di ). 

The RN Historic provided the aerial thrills, a Sea Fury 
and Sea Hawk tal to the skies; the latter, says Navy News 
reader Mick Britton York, “put on a 


before teaming up with other classic jets — 


formation passes”. 


and T33 - for 





of a merchantman. 


lute as the latest batch of new 
recruits passed into the Navy. 

© All present and correct: Col 
Graham inspects new sailors 
passing in at HMS Raleigh 


Trainee sa 


















@ The wreath left by Sul- 
tan apprentices at the RND 
memorial at Beaucourt and 
(above) a World War I recruit- 
ment poster for the division 


llors 


pay respects 


RING trainees 
from HMS Sultan learned 
the i y sailors 
in the trenches of the West- 
ern Front when they made 
a pilgrimage to France and 
Belgium. 












from the 
libencat 


josport training estab- 

crossed the Ch 

of Remembrance Week to 

tour Flanders and the Somme ~ in 

particular the ground fought o 

by the Royal Naval Division. 
The RND served with distinc 




















a 
Ze 


27 historic recordings, the 
Royal Marines. 
Crimond, Jerusalem, Land of Hope and 
Glory, Crov 
Life on the Ocean Wave, By Land and 
Sea, Rule Britannia, Embl 
Mechanised Infantry 
The Captain General, Viscount Nelson, 
Nightfall in Camp and many more. 
This CD brings to, 
excellence of the Band of HM Royal 
Marines School of Music under the baton 
of their distinguished first Principal 
Director of Music, Lieutenant Colonel 


best of the 
Included are Sunset, 


n Imperial, Heart of Oak, A 





ned Drums, 
Sambre et Meuse, 








ether the majesty and 


Sir Vivian Dunn. 


Compact Disc £12.00 (UK), £15.00 (overseas) incl p & p 
Make cheques payable to Eastney Collection 
Eastney Collection, 60 Mayford Road, London SW12 8SN 


tel: 020 8673 6157; fax: 020 8772 9545; Emai 
www.eastneycollection.com (most cret 






astneycol@aol.com 
it cards accepted) 


‘A donation from each recording sold will go to the Deal Memorial Bandstand Trust Registered Charity No. 1045095 





tion on the Western Front and Gal- 
lipoli, earning praise from Winston 
Churchill and begrudging respect 
from the mainstream Army. 
Throughout the war, the division 
resisted all attempts to be Army- 
|, instead sticking with Naval 
ks, Naval terminology and 
customs and, of course, flying the 
White Ensign. 
The Sultan pa 
at the Menin ¢ 

















'y paid homage 
Ypres ~ the 





where 
100 Com- 
no known 
gra cribed. The Last Post 
is sounded nightly almost 90 years 
after the guns fell silent 

Itwas the highlight of the visit. 
said Sultan's Alex Manning 

“A wreath was laid by. 
Richard Pickles, the 
member of the group, 
source of pride was th 
the 300-400 spectator 
some WW II veterans, appro 











AEAJA 











members of the party afterwards 
and said how good it was to see 
the RN present and represented 
so well. 
“Altogether, 
to be proud of. 
Further respects were paid on 
the Somme — the RND memorial 
on the Western Front can be found 
in Beaucourt ~ including the im 
posing Thiepval memorial to the 
missing, honouring 73,000 Great 
War d 
Even within the Royal Navy the 
commitment made by the Division 
is not especially known, although 
its role has become more widely 
appreciated in recent years, largely 


memorable night 

















duc to a successful campaign to 
re-site its memorial in the heart of 
London 

In four years of war, 125,000 men 
were rotated through the division: 





per Service's to- 
tal casualties in the entire conflict 


@ A small Victory: Modelmaker and Naval enthusiast Stefan 
Krapf is looking for a fitting home for his 1/24 scale model of 
Nelson's Trafalgar flagship in time for next year's bicenten- 

nial events. The 15ft replica has outgrown Stefan's home in 
Flossenbirrg in Germany. The professional toolmaker has been 
building models of Victory since 1988 after he was inspired by a 
painting of the first-rate warship. Stefan can be contacted via 
e-mail on sk@HMShip.com and other examples of his work, in- 





cluding a model of HMS Clio, can be seen on www.HMShip.com 











David's days 
of sail are 
not yet over 


STEPPING down after 49 years’ 
service to the RN as a sail 
teacher at the 
Adventure Sail 
Gosport, David Meeker isn’t quite 
ready to give up his association 








-old joined the 

ice as a boy seaman in 

beginning of a 34-y 
eer in the RN above and be- 

neath the waves. 

He subsequ 
years with JSASTC passing on his 
knowledge of the sea to youngsters 

squeezing in a round-the-world 
race and joint service sailing 
expeditions to Russia and Africa 
among others. 

Although he has just retired 
from the sail training centre, Mr 
Mecker will continue with part- 
time work with the RN and Royal 
Yachting Association. 


Ice of you to 
drop in on us 


doing t 

tions by dropping 

southern Engl: 
SHE 






























wilton has been in the 
skies of Kent and Hampshire in 
the run-up to the Antarctic survey 
ship's annual deployment south. 

The Lynx, crewed by Lts Mark 
Jameson, Karl Weston and Simon 
Collins, landed in the grounds 
of Manor Ficld Infant School, 
Basingstoke 
Headley (attended by two children 
of the ship's CO Capt Thomas 
Karsten) 

Leaving Hampshire skies be 
hind, the trio flew into Maidstone 
ammar (Lt Weston is an ex-pu 
pil nd Darrick Wood Secondary 
School (attended by Lt Collins’ 
niece) in Kent 


Lord Lieutenant 
watches next 
wave of sailors 




























yHolborow, Seed n 
IMS Raleigh to watch ctvvies 
being turned into sailors. 

Lady Mary was given a tour of 
the Torpoint establishment's cook- 
ery school, clambered aboard one 
of the RIBs and visited the DRIU 

Damage Repair Instructional 

it — which teaches sailors how 
hore up damaged warships. 
Iwas the first visit by the Lord 
the Queen's official 
representative in Comwall - since 
Raleigh revamped its training 
regime for the 21st century 


Holme not alone 


FOUR officers can relive their 
schooldays after bei 
Portsn 




















worth and Lt Cdr Phil Dickinson 
are all products of Holme Valley 
Grammar School in West York 
shire 

The quartet attended the school 
in ‘Last of the Summer Wine coun: 








try’ in the mid 1970s an irly “SOs. 
Three of the officers have spent 
the bulk of their careers flying Sea 










Culdrose; most 
th’s time in. 
the Senior ce has been with 
submarines based in Devonport 
and Fast: 
It's sheer coincidence that we 
have ended up in Portsmouth at 
the same time,” said Capt Beau: 
mont. “It seemed a good idea to 
get together and rem 
our schooldays under th 
ship of Ronnie Be 
Precious and Miss Less 


Correction 


A caption in page 32 of October's 
issue (Only the Valiant) transposed 
the names of Lt Cdr Tom Hunt 
and Adrian Holloway. We apolo 
gise for the error 
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People in the News 
For meritorious 


Gordon gets,em Swit ing 22 
devotion to duty 








THE invalus bution of 
three Naval officers to last year's 
operations in Iraq was recognised 





ORDINARILY phrases such as *ba-boo-dah’ and *bum-de- 
dum’ won’t mean anything to anyone out of nappies. 








But Royal Marines bands. 
men and women understand 
the instructions of Gordon 
Cam fectly 

















musician, Don Lust 
him), 

What Gordon 
trainee musicians is 
| edge, says Maj Andy T 
hill, the school’s Director of 
Trainin 

That is not 
of Parkinson see ( 
cach Saturday night w 
show host's resident L 
way Big Band 

Since 1984 he has also been 
lead trombonist with the BBC's 
Big Band and other artists of note 

“ompanied include Rob: 
ns, the late Ray Charles, 
t, Ella Fitzgerald and 
Barbra Streisand 
ion has a style all of his 












Hollo- 






he has a 











the students are respond: 





ing well to his expert tuition,” said 
Maj Thornhill 

That style includes plenty of hand 
signals ~ two thumbs up for the stu: 
dents if all is going well ~ picking up 





his trombone to play alongside the 
men, and even step} 

rcussion, although he inst 
sn't pl 












them to all sou 
player 


“I try to make lessons 
fun - often when you study 
music you lose sight of the 
reason why you started. The 
more you enjoy something, 
the more you learn.” 


Gordon is one of 32 civilian a 
military music professors who pa 
on their expertise to the 40 or so 
trainees who enter the school each 
year. At the moment he’s oversee 
ing lessons once a week 

It's amazing the little things he 
spots. He’s bang on with the 
Wh 
trombone playing, he is 
Maj Thornhill explained. 

“A lot of people don’t realise we 
do the bij 
brings us experience. You can hear 
the difference makes. It changes 
the band’s sound for the better 





















racy of the sour 





band sound. Gordon 





Tom’s devotion rewarded 


RESERVIST Lt Cdr Tom Shan- 
non has clocked up a milestone 
on the Clyde having completed 
25 years serving the local Uni- 
versity Royal Naval Unit. 

Since 1979, the officer has 
been an ever-present, first with 
HMS Attacker and now with 
HMS Smiter, providing support, 
advice and training at sea and 
on adventurous exercises to 
the students of Glasgow and 
Strathclyde URNU. 
dedication has been re- 














@ Bat’ do nicely: Cdr 
WO lan Binks - a reve 
years ago 





Annett (right) pi 
of a presentation made by their fathers 


warded by the RN's regional 
officer for Scotland and North- 
ern Ireland, Cdre Angus Sand- 
ford, who presented Tom with 
a pocket watch at the URNU's 
Trafalgar night dinner. 

“The URNUs would not be 
the professional and success- 
ful organisations they are with- 
out reservists like Tom. 

“He is vital to the unit and 
synonymous with it,” said Smit- 
er's Commanding Officer Lt 
Zoe Watts. 





Men have same name* 


WHEN Cor lan 
at HMS Collin wood he was 
ther m 









ny post-war era sai 
Vegas; he was a sporti 
ash teams. His sc 
it Collingwood to become de 
Mr Annett, who lives in Sherbs 
his son is Commander (Capa 
ce of the bat? 















tle 








¢ Olympics of 1956 that PO(PTI) J 


remembe 
stalw 
followed h 
area recreation off 
ne, was a senior shipwri 
lity Development) at Collin 
When the ship finished its com 





the sports equipme 


seball bat 
put br 


n Binks with at 
est 
ificent 8 





r aboard cruiser HMS N 












or, who today lives 
th the RN hockey 
nch; he has just 





rt, captaining 
into the PT br 














tin Newcas: 








said Mr Binks. “John quite 





s for the headline. 


@ Swing when you're winning: Gordon Campbell (centre) joins in with trainees at the RM Band School the Navy, w 





by the political h 












he visited the 


Miller was in 





1 Cre 
he amphibious assault 
ship HMS Ark Royal. 

The trio were si 
their US collea 








for “exce 















ally me s services, exem 

performance, dynamic leadership 
nd exceptional devotion to duty 
Besides presenting the medals 


Mr England, the 73rd Secretary of 





new Fleet hes 
on Whale Island 


quarters building 
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dof the world’s 


ven a tour of the 
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ommunity 
in today’s 
ervice 


haplain of the 


DECEMBER 200: 





recruits. It was like talking to a drop that the Christian religion has 





Fleet Barry brickwall. also developed over the past mil- 

Ha a ing back there recently and lennium. So there are opportuni- 
lammett —-has giving a short sermon on the _ tics for mak 

found a new Sunday morning, | found them — were not there 30 or 40. 





leaning forward, paying close think, too, there is not the 
attention, There was eye contact same cynicism and scepticism in 
and real interest. society today that there was then - 
a lot of the baggage has been 
ditched. And going back much fur- 
ther, in the Church of England 
there is growing recognition that 
the community expression of reli 
gion has changed shape over the 
past century. 
been doing a fair bit of 
cs into family history and_if 
you look at the censuses of the 19th 
century you quickly discover that 
people didn't move very far in 
those days — the furthest you might 


spirituality 
among today’s young Navy 
people. Yes, really — and 
much of it with the Royal 
Marines. 

He told Navy News it sprang 
in part from the close sense of 
community they shared with 
their chap! Jains. 

“Royal Marines have always had 
a warm appreciation o the work 
their chaplains do and of what 
their chaplains are for ~ and th 
have a long history of their chap- 

ly 











In some ways this sea change 








had lately come to view spiritual 
matters, the Archdeacon averred. 
fier World War IT there was 
quite a decline in appreciation of 
the established Church ~ in mod- 
ern parlance, it became very 
uncool. There was instead a strong 
focus on self-reliance and a more 
humanistic approach ~ the feeling 
that everything we needed was 
within ourselves. 
































lains actually deploying with them fet in my time there hasbeen a look for a marriage partner, for 

on operations, growing interest, not just in the ce, was probably only a cou- 
But set alongside that there isa — Christian religion, but in spiritual ple of villages away. 

sense that young people today are matters more generally. This was "So, aphically, you would 





much more aware of the spiritu: 
dimension to their lives than the 
counterparts were a generation or 
so back. 

“When I joined the Naval chap 
laincy 27 years ago ~ actually at the 
Royal Marines Training Centre at 
Lympstone in Devon ~ I got very 

response from the young 





have a very close sense of commu: 
nity. Whereas today, of course, we 
have a quite different understand 
religions and philosophies - and ing of what community means. It is 
with that came the realisation that not just in the parish where you live 
there was more to life than just the because, by and large, that’s not 
*now’ culture. the place where you work or where 

“This has to be welcomed, — the rest of your family are living or 
because its sits against the back- where you Spend your leisure time. 
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first manifested in the 1960s when 
leaders of popular culture, like the 
atles, were attracted by eastern 
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The Chaplain of the Fleet wonders 
whatever happened to the likely 
lads — and to the hot cross bun? 


@ As Chaplain of the 
Fleet and __ Director 
General Naval Chaplaincy 
Service, the Ven Barry 
Hammett, seen here visit- 
ing the Royal Marines in 
Northern Ireland, is 
responsible for overall 
Chaplaincy policy in addi- 
tion to his role as 
Principal Anglican 
Chaplain and Archdeacon 
for the Royal Navy 


“And now we have the Internet 
the virtual community ~ which may 
have its faults, but also its virtues in 


in matters of all fants (WE are 
very much aware of the fact that we 
need to grow into a multi-faith 


chaplaincy and studies are fully 
inderway in that direction”) still 
reckoned that observance of the 
traditional Christian calendar had 
relevance ~ even though Christmas 
itself had been reduced to “noth- 
ingymore than a shopping oppor- 
tu 













T was reading a book about 
— videos of his cartoon 
© always promoted as 
as presents, aren't 
ey? It said he was a committed 
an — but in all his films I 
think you would be hard pressed to 
find God mentioned in any of 
them. 

“There was a key phrase that 
stuck in my mind ~ ‘Everyone in 
Disneyland is happy, but nobody's 
holy’ 

1 think the festivals are still 
important — but they have become 
overshadowed by the way _com- 
mercialism has taken over. We've 
seen it happen with Christmas fora 
long time ~ but increasingly we see 
it happening with Easter, too. 

“So many of the symbols have 
lost their original relevance. Take 
hot cross buns ~ I can remember a 
time when you could only get hot 
cross buns on Good Friday. Today 
you can buy them all year long. 

) they have simply become a 
consumer item — the symbolism of 
the hot cross bun has vanished.” 

The Naval Service still retained 
many of the traditional values of 
community, though = in which its 
chaplains could contribute “in a 
very special way 

it suppose that has always been 
true of the Corps = more than of 
the surface Flect, certainly more 
than of its smaller elements. You 
can achieve that on a capital ship 
which has a full-time chaplain. IU ts 
less straightforward for a chaplain 
to have that kind of relationship if 
he is only able to visit a small ship 
when she is alongside for a couple 
of we ” 

The big bonus a chaplain to the 


















































Royal Marines had c 
shared experic 
“But he does have to walk 
of a tightrope between being see 
as ‘one of the lads’ and making a 
difference in offering a set of stan- 
dards that not all of them will nec- 
essarily subscribe 
“Loften say to prospective chap- 
lains that it is a very ‘incarnation 
ministry. A lot of ordinary parish 
priests are dedicated, hardworking, 
very effective ministers of the 
aspel ~ but they don’t have that 
uusiness of whatever their people 
are experiencing, they are experi 


me from his 

























too. 
“In contrast, our chaplains are 
alongside their people in. every 
thing they do —whether it's a Force 
12 in the Bay of Biscay or a trench 
in Iraq, 

“And that is hugely important 
and particularly self-evident in the 
Corps where # chaplain has got 
to Lympstone himself, done the 
Commando course and won his 
green beret. 














4 CTCRM praised for “spiritu 
and moral support’ = see p15. See 
also Newsview, p20 


No room for Satanism 
among world faiths 


Two weeks after the 
Chaplain of the Fleet gave 
the above interview, the 
story broke in the national 
press that a member of the 
ship’s company of HMS 
Cumberland had asked his 
CO to register him as a 
Satanist. This is the 
Archdeacon's response: 


Lam grateful for the opportuni- 
ty fo comment on the issue of 
Satanism in the Royal Navy 
which, like your correspondents, 
believe to be a serious matter, ni 
just for the Royal Navy, but for 
the Armed Servi eneral. 

I would like to clarify some of 
the points reported in the press. 
Leading Hand Cranmer applied 

his Commanding Officer for 
permission to chang 
recorded on 
Documents from “no religion” to 
“other beliefs”, one of the accept- 























. Re 






tine proc 
it was 








ed that his appl 


nuine and he 
Table in the 
permission 

The Armed Fi 
sonal beliefs as 
and it was accordingly agreed 
Leading Hand) Cranmer 
ipture in. pri- 






















time did he requ 
mission to carry out satan 
uals on board. 

Ifan individual's pra 
es genuine concerns te 
whom he serves or if operatic 
capability is adversely affected 
there are remedies which the 
Command will appl 

The press reports in many 
cases suggested that the Royal 
ally recognised 
. This is not the case. 
T have made it very clear in the 


























iven that 


briefings 1 







More: the grea 
does not simply 


neces of opi 










arest possibl 
its opposition to eve 
which (for example) the Chris 
ds. 

The church of S 















bel 





-cognised alon; 

faith groups of the 

nd I could not personally 
ce such recognition. 

aders and 

ty will 








world, 
counte 

1 hope th: 
the whole na 
be reassured a robust line is being 








taken on this matter, 
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The Royal British Legion is dedicated 
to help serving and ex-service men and 
women and their families... 


---1,000 people are helped to visit war 
graves every year 


..-over 300,000 calls for help are answered 
every year 


.--D4,000 people are helped with war 
pensions every year 





..-5,000 people are helped with 
a stay in our homes every year 





...100,000 visits are made each year to 
r the housebound or those in hospital. 


THE ROYAL BRITISH 


LEGION 


If you are interested in joining 
The Royal British Legion, would 
like to make a donation or 
require further information, 
please call 08457 725 725. 
Alternatively, visit our website @ 
www.britishlegion.org.uk 





Reg. Charity No. 219 279 
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© A fresh wreath on the grave 
of Capt Thomas Norman of 
HMS Mars who “suffered sev- 
eral weeks with incredible 
patience and fortitude” from 
severe wounds inflicted at 
Trafalgar 





The immortal 
memory 
remembered 


THE recently-restored 
Trafalgar Cemetery was the 
fitting setting for commemora- 
tions in Gibraltar marking the 
199th anniversary of the RN's 
most decisive victory. 

Cdre David White, the senior 
Naval officer and Commander 
of British Forces on the Rock, 
joined Gibraltar's governor 
Sir Francis Richards, Chief 
Minister Peter Caruana, local 
dignitaries, and serving per- 
sonnel for the Trafalgar Day 
ceremony. 

Nelson's legendary prayer 
from the day of battle for a 
“great and glorious victory” 
and “humanity after victory” 
and Admiral’s Collingwood's 
dispatch to the then governor 
of the colony were read out 
during proceedings at the buri- 
al ground which, despite its 
name, is the final resting place 
for only a handful of victims 
of the October 21 battle (the 
majority were buried at sea). 

The cemetery just beyond 
Gibrattar's historic walls was 
restored by sailors based on 
the Rock, overseeing teenag- 
ers performing community 
service. The refurbishment 
was aided by £200 provided 
by the Friends of the Gibraltar 
Heritage Society. 

Back in the UK, the village 
of Madron outside Penzance 
hosted personnel from RNAS 
Culdrose as it has done for 
nearly 60 years in marking 
Trafalgar. 

The first news of the victory 
reached fishermen in Mounts 
Bay, who passed word of the 
triumph ~ and Nelson's death 
= to townsfolk. 

The crowd who heard the 
news immediately headed 
for the Church of St Maddern 
Madron where a memo- 
rial service was held and a 
banner prepared to mourn 
the admiral's death - “The 
immortal Nelson's gone, His 
last Sea fight is fought, his 
work of Glory done” ~ quickly 
produced. 

A Trafalgar service was held 
at Madron annually for many 
years but eventually stopped 
until former RN captain and 
vicar of Madron Michael 
Hocking revived the service in 
1946 and since then the Naval 
Air Station has provided per- 
sonnel. 

This year CO Capt Mike 
Knowles took the salute as 
HMS Seahawk's volunteer 
band led the parade of serv- 
ing and former personnel, Sea 
Cadets, RM Cadets and the 
Royal British Legion. 

At Nelson's tomb itself in St 
Paul's Cathedral, Rear Admiral 
James Rapp — in charge 
of planning commemora- 
tive events for the Trafalgar 
bicentennial — laid a wreath on 
behalf of the RN, assisted by 
Sea Cadet PO Elizabeth Surrey 
who placed a wreath for the 
Corps. 

Also paying their respects 
at the ceremony in the capital 
were representatives of the 
City of London, the Pass the 
Port Association and the town 
of Nelson in New Zealand. 
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BACK at sea after a two-year a 
HMS Illu 
road bridges to begin 

There was a different apy 
headed out into the North § 











Babcock 

E 
tems, revamping the accommodation 
ton warship can now better serve 
mando carrier if needed), 














already gone through their 
allowing them to 








also had a new ‘ski jump 
launch not merely exist 





mp insta 








returning to se 
clear they are ready to respe 
tic enthusiasm and determination. 











Portsmouth this month before b 








ous passed under the iconic Forth rail and 
rials following a £120m overhaul 
arance to ‘Lusty’ as she 
aving Rosyth behind 
for a month of tests, after months of work by 
engineers, electricians and shipwrights from defence firm 


ond upgrading weapons and communic: 





a helicopter/com- 
distinctive third mast has 
been added for communications. (The only other three 
master in today’s Fleet is HMS Victory) 

Sister ships HMS Ark Royal and Invincible have 
or overhauls at Rosyth, 
ry the Merlin helicopter into combat 
Besides now being “fitted for Merli 








RAF and RN Harriers, but 
also the new GR9 model which enters servi 
This is a great moment for all on board,” 
Capt Bob Cooling. “The ship's company is excited to be 
{ter two years in upkeep. It 
ith the RN's c 


ls over, the carrier is due back in 
nning her work-up. 


. aircraft carrier 








army of 





ions sys- 
eas (the 20,000- 


Hlustrious has 
10 allow her to 





shortly 
id CO 








dy 
acteris. =~ 
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@ Ready to do business in great waters once more: The new-look HMS illustrious 
is ushered under the Forth Rail Bridge to begin sea trials 


Picture: LA(Phot) B 





y FRPU Clyde 


Horst learns how he 
skewered a Skua 





six de 
rous aerial 
et Air Arm, 
a Luftwaffe pilot finally 
learned what brought down 
his enemy over Norwegian 
skies. 

At the height of the 
Norwegian campaign of 1940 
Horst Schopis’ Heinkel Hel11 
bomber was locked in a fight to 
the death witha FAA Blackburn 
Skua piloted by Royal Marine 
Capt RT Partridge 

In the ensuing tussle in the 
skies near the village of Grotli, 
the opposing aircraft scored hits 
‘on cach other ~ hits grave enough 
to force both pilots to make an 
emergency landing, writes David 
Morris, curator of aircraft at the 
FAA Muscum. 

Sixty-four years after the crash 
Herr Schopis returned to Grotli to 
meet the team who recovered the 
Blackburn's wreck ~ and see the 
damage caused by his crew on that 
fateful April day 

The remains of the Skua were 
recovered by an RN diving team 
lead by Lt Andrew Lindley in 
1974, 

Capt Partridg 
away in 1990, put hi 
on frozen Lake 
with his observer 
RN torched the 
using his sign 
the Blackburn 
hands 

Recent close examination of the 
remains of the aircraft revealed 
a bullet from the Heinkel had 
pierced the Skua’s main oil pipe 

Photographs of the wreck were 


than 






























who passed 
craft down 
Heillistug, then 
R_ Bostock 
crippled Skua 
| pistol to prevent 
falling into enemy 























White Ensign in 1941 





© The end of Force Z: HMS Prince of Wales 
as she appears today thanks to the scan- 
ners of HMS Echo's sonar and (right) as 
she appeared in her brief career under the 








@ A Norwegian ski patrol surveys the remains of Skua L2940 in April 1940 and (inset) Horst Schopis 


(left) inspects what is left of his He111 64 years after it was shot down 


presented to Herr Schopis by Mr 
Morris in Grotli this year when the 
divers, Capt Partridge’s son Simon 
and locals reunited to recall the 
1940. Remarkably, the 
Hi ain 





rem 
the mountainside 


“Horst was astonished 
and pleased to finally know 
after all these years how he 
had shot the Skua down,” 
said Mr Morris. 


After crashing their respective 


A fresh look at the 





craft, Capt Partridge and Herr 
Schopis had both sought shelter 
from the elements. 

Towards nightfall, the Germans 
came upon a small hut and entered 

only to find the Fle Air Arm 
fliers already inside 

Mr Morris says what happened 
next wi fine act of chivalry. 

‘Capt Partridge offered his hand 
in friendship and Horst respect 
ed the gesture,” he added. “Both 

reed that their battle had bee 
in the air and that survival rather 
























leet Air Arm Muse 


than further conflict should be the 
common aim 

“That night they shared cof 
fee and muesli found in the hut 
and handed themselves in to the 
Norwegian authorities the 
day 

Herr Schopis became a PoW 
Capt Partridge and Lt Bostock 
were returned to the UK with help 
from the Norwegian resistance. 

The remains of the Skua and the 
bullet-holed oil pipe can be seen at 
the FAA Museum in Yeovilton 


next 
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Turn on, tune 
in, print out 


THE internet pages of the Royal 
Naval Museum in Portsmouth have 
been given a much-needed revamp 
ahead of Trafalgar 200 commemo: 
rations. 
The muscum’s president, the 
Princess Royal, performed the hon- 
at its annual general mecting 
g the much more compre 
fe website. 
The overhauled pages feature 
greater detail on the extensive col- 
Tections the museum holds, both 





















for visitors and for serious re 
searchers, 
Among the changes introduced 





to the websi www.royaina- 
valmuseum.org ~ is enhanced in. 
formation on the Navy of Nelson, 
HMS Victory and Trafalgar, di 
on photographs, manuscripts and 
paintings in the muscum archives. 
Soon to be uploaded are fact sheets 
on subjects as diverse as the Bis 
marek chase and ship's biscuits. 
Another addition is the ‘monthly 



















pick’ by curator of manuscripts 
fatthew Sheldon. November 
opened with the diary of Paym: 





Chief Henry Hardy Priest 
Shanks from the Crimean war; in 
December, internet buffs will fit 
ly be able to learn how the RN 
brated Christmas through 











Younger web users are also en- 
couraged to dip into the world of 
the Senior Service, learning how to 
spell their names in signal fags 


BURIED beneath scaffolding and 
tarpaulin, frigate HMS Northum- 
berland bears little resemblance to 
the ship which 12 months ago was 
star attraction at the London Boat 
Show 

Work has begun upgrading the 
10-year-old warship for continued 
duties under the White Ensign to 
make her the most advanced Type 
23 warship in the frigate flect 

Northumberland is the second 
of the Duke class ships to undergo 
the overhaul (HMS Westminster, 
has just completed her refit, also at 
Rosyth) as engineers from Babcock 
fit the new 2087 sc mong 
other improvements 

The revamp will also see weap: 
‘ons systems given a 21st century 
overhaul with a new 4.5in gun 
installed, living quarters will be im 
proved, and all four diesel engines 
have been torn out and are being 
serviced in Babcock’s shore-side 
workshops. 

In refit, the usual ship’s com 
pany of nearly 200 has been whit 
tled down to just 30, but they have 
not been forgotten about by their 
home port 

Rey Tommy Goodwin, chaplain 
with Commodore Devonport 
Flotilla, headed north to meet the 
skeleton crew and pose for the 
obligatory picture beneath North 
umberland’s bow 


To PC or not to PC 


THE Fleet Air Arm Muscum in 
Yeovilton is hosting a computer 
sale of PCs and peripherals on Sun: 
day December 12. Entrance fee £1 
Details on 01935 842637. 




















































last resting place of a titan 









artling new look at one 
al Navy's most hallowed 


ned on the bed of the 
ca in less than 200 
former pride of 





This stunning image of the Kit 





George V class battleship was cap: 

tured by survey ship HMS Echo 

during her Far East deployment 
The Devonport-based 








swept over the resting place of 
Prince of Wales and her accompa 
nying battle-cruiser HMS Ri 
using her bathymetri 





produce surveys of the two capital 
ships for historians and experts 
back home to study 

The ships comprised the punch of 
Force Z, sent east in the autumn of 
1941 by premier Winston Churchill 
to serve as a deterrent to Japanese 
aggression in the Far East. 

The ese struck anyway and 
when they invaded Malaysia, Force 
Z was ordered to sortie to disrupt 
the enemy moves. 

Instead, Prince of Wales and 
Repulse were sighted by Japanese 
bombers and attacked on 
December 10 1941 

In litte more than two hours, 



























both ships were sunk, taking 840 
men with them, including Force Z 
commander Admiral Tom Phillips. 

The surveys yielded images of 
previously unherald said 
nanding Officer Cd: 














ard 
sacrifices made by previous 
generations of Royal Navy sail 
ors, 

Beyond surveying the wreck sites, 
Echo served as a command p 
form for mine counte 
units during 
Malay, Sin; 
and New Ze 

After an 
Singapore 


























aporean, Australian 
land Naval forces. 
ntenance period in 
Echo re-crossed_ the 
Bay of Bengal and headed for the 
northern Arabian Gulf where the 
bulk of her survey work has been 
carried out since she departed 
Devonport at the beginning of the 
year 
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To the ends 
of the earth 


ROYAL Marines, sailors and 
cadets will assault the two 
remotest points on the globe 
as they embark on a unique 
challenge to the ends of the 
earth. 

Naval parties will head for 
both the North and South 
Poles in the summer and 
autumn of 2006 - and with the 
trip south they intend to enter 
the history books. 

Green beret Capt Jim Bon- 
ney aims to be the first am- 
putee to reach the southern- 
most point on the earth as part 
of a seven-strong team setting 
off across the snow and ice in 
November 2006. 

Capt Bonney has already 
made Corps history as the 
first one-legged commando 
allowed to continue front-line 
duties. He chose to lose his 
lower right leg following a 
climbing accident in favour of 
an artificial limb to continue in 
the career he loved. 

‘One of the Royals’ most 
experienced adventurers and 
polar explorers, Capt Sean 
Chapple is leading both expe- 
ditions. He was in charge of 
the marines’ attempt to reach 
the North Pole in 1998 which 
had to be aborted when vital 
‘equipment failed. 

Capt Chapple will lead an 
eight-strong party, including 
two Naval Cadets, on a 250- 
mile unsupported ski to the 
North Pole in the April of 2006. 

The Arctic trip is aimed at 
novices — the team will be 
picked up by aircraft once they 
reach their destination. 

The November adventure is 
on a different scale altogether. 
It will take around 50 days to 
ski to the South Pole across 
more than 500 miles of the 
frozen continent. 

The team intends to locate 
the spot where Capt Scott 
raised the Union Flag in the 
doomed 1912 expedition and 
hold a memorial service to all 
sailors and Royal Marines who 
have set out on Polar explora- 
tion. 

Throughout the expeditions, 
codenamed Polar Quest, satel- 
lite and internet links will allow 
schools and colleges back in 
Britain - and around the globe 
~ to follow the adventurers’ 
progress and learn about the 
frozen wastes. 

More details on the expedi- 
tion can be found on the inter- 
net at www.polarquest.co.uk 


In pod we trust 


HI-TECH surveillance kit is being 





tested with the Fleet Air Arm's 
Merlin helicopters in a bid to find 
and track some of the jest tar 





cts on the s 

A sophisticated _clectro-optics 
and infra-red (EO/IR) “pod” has 
been fitted to the submarine hunt 
er to provide aircrew with unparal- 
Ieled images of targets which the 
helicopter's existing sensors may 
struggle to find. 

The all-weather sensors provide 
high-resolut " 
night, and are particularly adept at 
finding small targets such as ‘go- 
fasts’ used by drug smugglers or 
potential suicide bombers. 

The pod has been provided by 
defence firm Lockheed Martin in 
Havant, Hampshire. 

The ‘firm's Integrated Systems 
division originally oversaw the 
massive project to equip Merlin 
with its flight and communications 
systems. 

It has provided the pod in the 
hope that the Navy is impressed 
enough to buy more. 

‘The equipment slots into one of 
the Merlin’s existing weapon car- 
riage pylons and has been trialled 
by 829 NAS working with HMS 
Monmouth in the Caribbean. 

The pod has now been trans- 
ferred to the Merlin training squad- 
ron, 700M for further evaluation, 


Fit Lt Jon Everitt 


A REPORT of 771 NAS aircrew 
rewarded for their bravery by the 
Guild of Air Pi 
tors in last month’s edition omitted 
the ne of RAF pilot Fit Lt Jon 
Everitt in Sea King Rescue 193 
(Fliers’ Skill Rewarded, p16). His 
name was omitted from the guild's 
citation submitted to Navy News. 































































visit to the ship earlier this year 


Autumn gl 
final Sea 


THE fabled Sea Harrier may be in the twilight of i 
Navy career, but that doesn’t mean the jump jet is going out 
quietly, as a busy autumn has demonstrated. 


‘The jets of 801 Naval Air Squad- 
ron have twice embarked upon 
Fleet flagship HMS Invincible to- 
wards the close of 2004 for exercis- 
¢s in the North and Mediterranean 
Seas. 

With the disbanding of 800 NAS 
earlier this year, 801 — motto On 
les aura (‘We'll get them’) ~ is Brit- 
ain’s last operational Sea Harrier 
squadron. 

The Yeovilton-based unit 
was joined aboard "Vince" in- 
itially by the RAF’s variant 
of the Harrier, the GR7, 
from IV(AC) Squadron. 

The two-week exer- § 
cise, dubbed Hold Fast, i 
was the first experienc 
of operations at sea 
by the RAF formation 
int a fairly 

CURVE a its 
sonnel got used to deck 
aunches and landings and life 
in general aboard a 20,000-ton war- 
ship. 

Gperatin in the North Sea al- 
lowed the carrier-based Harriers 
to operate with their counterparts 
based on land at RAPs Wittering 
and Cottesmore in airspace segre 
gated from commercial traffic 

The east coast ranges also pro- 
vided 801 with an excellent op- 
portunity to. practise electronic 
warfare, air defer and air com- 
bat mancouvres (or dogfights 
common parlance) and droppin 
1,000Ib bombs at Cape Wrath in 
Scotland. 

All the RAF crew left Hold Fast 
with the necessary qualifications 
for carrier operations, while one of 
801's fliers earned his Initial Night 
ication ~ the first of two sig- 
nificant milestones in a Sea Harrier 
pilot's career. INO recognises a 
pilot’s ability to land and take off 
from a carrier at night; the next 
step, a full qualification, takes a fli- 
er to the next level with air defence 
and air-to-air refueling techniques 
mastered. 








































































Aircrew take the plunge off Normandy 


THE hallowed ground, or rather 
seabed, of Normandy was the des- 
tination for the annual expedition 
by the Naval Air Command's div- 
ing buffs. 

‘A team of 12 sub aqua enthu- 
siasts from RNAS Culdrose and 
Yeovilton made the trip across the 
Channel to study wrecks in the 
Seine Bay. 

‘The airmen managed 120 dives, 
totalling 4,098 minutes, allowin 
them to inspect eight wrecks whicl 
were in various states of decay, 3 
cording to Lt Cdr Geoff Bowke! 

“All of the wrecks were fasci 
ing in their own right ~ and being 
war graves were afforded the 
propri at all times,” he 
added 

“The wrecks, which varied from 
almost complete ships to piles of 
metal plates and girders, now pro- 
vide natural havens. At times the 
wreckage could not be seen for the 
shoals of fish.” 



































@ Std Jordan Taylor urges Sunny to behave ahead of the Queen's 


“ by 


io, 














TYPE 23 frigate HMS Lancaster _As for the ship, Lancaster has 
must be gearing up for sea again... been dry-docked. 
her popular mascot is ready to re-chani ing 





join. 

The ship has spent six months 
in Devonport undergoing an over- 
haul, minus the parrot which keeps 


overhauls and received systems up- 
grades ahead of what promises to 
be a busy 200: 










4 Training in the 








the ‘Portsmouth-based Lancaster up for the frig 

regularly in the public whose sponsor is the Duke of 
The mascot, sponsored by the aster, the Queen, in the New 

Sun newspaper (hence the name), rr 

has been looked after by crew Once OST is completed, Lan- 

ashore during the lay-up. aster is duc to be one of the Royal 








Home to the parrot is normally 
a in the ward room, where she 
adds colour (in every sense of the 
word) to the officers’ lives. 


y's attendees at the Interna- 
tional Festival of the Sea in Port- 
smouth from June 30-July 3, before 
the ship heads off on deployment 











Royal 


After two weeks in the North 
Sea, 801 departed Invincible briefly 
before rejoining her for another 
ee in the Mediterranean for 
NATO exercise Destined Glory 
mock invasion of Sardinia, as 
tured in last month's Navy News). 

‘The work-up Hold Fast provided 
served as an excellent warm-up for 

the Med as the Harriers fought 

alongside and ‘against’ some 
of the less-familiar aircraft 
in the NATO arsenal. 








aircraft 
and weather conditions 
were excellent, allow- 
ing all pilots to gain 
some excellent expe! 
ence in complex mis- 
sions and scenarios. 
Destined Glory proved 
to be the swansong of the 
Harrier career of 
801 NAS's CO Cdr Paul 
Stone, whose 15 years of 
flight have also seen him 
pilot the prototype of 
the jump jet’s replace- 
me the Joint Strike 
Fighter 

Beyond a formal 
handover of the squad- 
ron to Cdr Tony Ra 
Cdr Stone was lashed to 
the flight deck and given 
a wet send-off by all 801 
personnel. 

Invincible, 
panied — by 
IMS Manchester and 
Southampton, plus Type 
3 tc HMS Kent, 
jed the amphibious 
ree during Des- 
tined Glory, which was 
the first major test for 
NATO's new Response 
Force. 

Aside from the busin 
leading units from 11 } 
tions, the carrier paid a high-profile 
visit to Barcelona, 

















accom- 
destroyers 




















© Red sky at night, Harrier pilot's delight: (Top) An FA2 prepares 
to take off set against a briliant sunset and (above) lashings of 
fun: outgoing CO Cdr Paul Stone receives a traditional send-off 
strapped to Invincible'’s flight deck 
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The two most poignant vessels 

visited by the divers were LST 523, 

complete with its Sherman tanks 

which were destined for Omaha 

Beach — but never got there — and 

the SS Leopoldville. 

The 11,500-tonne troopship was 
sunk by Oberleutnant Gerhard 
Meyer and his U486 on Christmas 
Eve 1944, taking more than 800 US 
soldiers down with her. 

Her wreck lies in around 50m of 
water, at the diving limits allowed 
by the Joint Service Sub Aqua Div- 
ing Regulations, and also requires 
a special permit from the French 
authorities. 

The expedition closed with a 
th laid over the Leopoldville 
ind a memorial service to 

/ ervicemen lost in this part 

of the Channel. 

The findings of the aircrews’ 
dives on the wrecks has been passed 
on to the UK Hydrographic Office 
for it to update its records. 












@ And what are you looking at? CPO Steve ‘Jacko’ Jackson in the 
Seine Bay 
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Guess who’s back 


to the Mediterranean. 

Sailors have contin: 
affiliations during refit, including 
rebuilding a playground/garden at 
College Park Infant School in Port- 
smouth, and partaking in adventur- 
ous and sporting activities. 

“For all on board, the past six 
months have been busy and the 
crew are ready now to undertake 
the challenges ahead,” said Com- 
manding Officer Cdr James Mor- 





ed the ship's 




















Importantly, Sunny the parrot 
is returning and with her arrival we 
will be fully crewed up and ready to 
return to sea. 


A positive 
start to life 
in the ranks 


THE initial training establish- 
ments which turn ans into 
sailors wal Marines have 
received a positive ‘healthcheck” 
from inspectors. 

A team of four officers visited 
initial training establishments 
across the three Services, including 
CTCRM in Lympstone, HMS 
Raleigh at Torpoint and the RN 
engineering school HMS Sultan in 
Gosport to see what progress had 
been made in both training and 
looking after new additions to the 
ranks. 

The inspectors spoke to or 
received questionnaires from S84 
sailor and marine trainees, plus 55 
instructors ~ and were generally 
impressed by the level of training 
and support 

‘Common themes affecting 
recruits include homesickness, the 
initial shock of military life and 
problems of personal relation- 


ships. 

The team says it found ne 
evidence of systematic bullyin; 
‘uits often found the 
training regime less restrictive 
and harsh than they had expected. 
Three out of four trainees believe 
















































time, 

CTCRM is praised for the spir- 
itual and moral support recruits 
are offered, as well as impressive 
physiotherapy facilities to help 
injured trainees. 

The officers found traine 
engineers at Sultan were un 
at committing to cight years’ 
service before they had spent any 
meaningful time at sea. 

And the team found instances 
in some military establishments of 
recruits who had failed mandated 
tests but were passed on to the 
next phase of training or even the 
front li 











aappy 





inspectors 
fourth 
already 





wou ce are 
meal’ at around 9pm 
provided at Lympstone 
‘Considerable progress has 
been made in the initial training 
regime,” the report concludes. 
The majority of recruits we inter 
viewed were positive about their 
future in the Armed Forces. 
The trai s exemplified 
ne recruit at 















Lympstone 
else with my 
be able to say that I was a Royal 
Marine.” 


MOD shelves 
project 


ANEW archive to hold official 
military documents will serve 
the Forces for the next 25 
yerne flagship £11m archi 

ip £11m archive 
centre at Swadlincote in Der- 
byshire will collect documents 
from the MOD and 10 other 
freluding tie M tropoltay n 

let nm 

Police, and hold them for safe 
storage — with the ability for 
fast retrieval. 

The archive, run by TNT, is 
designed to house 13 million 
documents which will accrue 
over the next quarter of a cen- 
tury, stored in 400 kilometres 
— 250 miles - of shelving, pro- 
tected by the latest fire detec- 
tion and prevention systems. 

The complex takes over 
the existing MOD document 
archive in Hayes in Middlesex, 
where records are being trans- 
ferred from to the new facility. 
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Ceremonial squad pioneer 
sanane-poweron drill 





nd of basic drill 
y said CPO Re 
They start i 
Remembrance Day 
from basics 
nto rifle drill 
The first we 
Cenotaph, then the g 
two for t 


LONG hours of square-bash- 4c 
ing and ceremonial practice 
have gone smoothly at Whale 
Island — thanks to the judi- 
cious use of bananas 

The athlete’s fuel of choice 
was taken on board by the Royal 
Navy to ensure that everythi 










this k 














jored 








went according to plan at the 
National Service of 
Remembrance at the Cenotaph in s in step —a 





nd at the Lord M; 
nd the Festiva 
nce at the 


Londo Albert Hall. 
Show 
Remembr 
Albert Hall. 


The precision drill 


Ors necessity at 
of Instructors admit it is a bit like 

Groundhog Day: work starts at Sam 

with dress inspection: 

and singin, 

Our Help in 










Royal 






Oh Ge 
st and the 








es P 













4 edit ten athe National Anthem, and recite the 
was nurtured over a three ; 

period at TMS. Excellent in Lord's Prayer, having learned th 
Portsmouth, and represented a ma 

commitment by a group of volu 

teers and ‘pressed’ sailors and offi 


into its own. 
WO Bob Bainbrid; 





om across the Naval Service 
cluding the RFA and Naval nu 
Be 3 Training Officer, was not 


And those three weeks that the tradition of previo 
were tough ~ though it was the distribution of che 











plate bars 





freely acknowledged that was helping with a tricky part of the 
the hardships of these day's activities, the stand-still 
sailors was nothing com- Standing still may not sound too 





pared to those who fought 
and died for their country 
We have got 90 
senior rates and ¢ 
CPO ‘Blood’ Read, 


who knows 





indswept 

or even Whitehall = cai 
feat of mind over matter 
have to stand still for two 





ailors, pl 
< officers, 
Chief 





Th Anthem 






Parade hours on the day, so we have to train And they are holdi lb 
They are from many ship them for it,” said CPO Read weapon in their arm at the same time 
obnnatines tnd air stations = I's a ‘On Day One they stand for about And remember that the week 








30 minutes, and by the third week — before these people came here they 
they are up to the full two hours. were doing things like fixing engines 
eto stand perfectly still, in a ship, and they will be fixin 
ional a 







Navy 
volunteers, th 
but to most it is a 








and not always a h ines again the week after — they 
pleasant one at that the Queen, the Two not hardened ceremonial person. 
Some of these people have not Minutes Silence and National like the An 








WHITE ENSIGN 
rab>jela /avile),' 


provides advice on: 


personal administration & finance, 
and 
resettlement & employment 


UNBIASED, CONFIDENTIAL & FREE 


Tel: 020 7407 8658 


MOD: 9621 81945 
office@whiteensign.co.uk 


HMS BELFAST, Tooley Street, London SE1 2JH 
Fax: 020 7357 6298 
www.whiteensign.co.uk 


WEA Representatives conduct briefings/interviews regularly at 
Establishments (bookings taken through Resettiement/Education 
Centres}, and by appointment onboard HM Ships. 





WO Bainbridge said 
review how we train our 
how we can do it better. 

I felt we had improved our 
instructional techniques as far as we 
could, but 
we could go. 








re were other directions 


Reasoning that if bananas 
helped sports stars endure 
a gruelling session, it should 
work for sailors - and it 
appears to have paid off. 


have 
fainting and collapsin 
outs that we have in the past 
WO Bainbrid, 

He believes the combination of a 
hearty breakfast, and a healthy 
banana — local importer Fyffes were 
happy to oblige with boxes of the 
fruit — shortly before the stand-still 
may have done the trick. 

Bananas are recommended as a 
nutritional fillip taken 30 minutes 
before exercise in the MOD 























@ Sailors in HMS Southampton 
paused to remember the 81 
men of the wartime cruiser of 
the same name which was 
attacked and fatally damaged 
in the Mediterranean in 
January 1941. The current 
Southampton, a Type 42 
destroyer, is serving with 
NATO ships in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. 





© Get some in! CPO ‘Blood’ Read suggests OM(AW) Craig Clarke, of HMS Newcastle, takes his ef 
banana while training for Remembrance ceremonies in London f 


PHOT) Ni 


c 





Commanders’ Guide from QinetiQ. 
The ceremonial party was in good 
hands, with a wealth of experience in 
the instructing sta 
WO Bainbridge has been doing 
the job for 15 years, in between 
time, while CPO Read and Ch 
Instructor CPO Si Cox — both veter 
ans of the Bournemouth Sea Cadets 
combine steely authority 
of humour to keep mora 
But CPO Read said it was impor 
tant to keep things in perspective. 
‘What they 











g there for wo 
oke gave his life for 











he said 
So to stand there for two hour 
doesn’t really burt that much. 





wwwnavynews.co.uk 


Nation 
stops to 
honour 
sacrifice 


CONTINGENTS of sailors and 
Royal Marines, as well as 
thousands of veterans of the 
Naval Service, joined mem- 
bers of the Royal Family and 
the Government in London to 
honour those who died fight- 
ing for freedom around the 
world. 

The Queen led tributes to 
Britain's war dead at the 
National Service of 
Remembrance at the 
Cenotaph. 

The Queen was joined by 
Prince William and Prime 
Minister Tony Blair, who 
watched around 9,000 veter- 
ans parade along Whitehall. 

More than 1,000 civilians 
were also involved in the cere- 
monies. 

The Prince of Wales laid a 
poppy wreath, along with the 
Queen, the Duke of 
Edinburgh, the Duke of York, 
the Princess Royal and the 
Duke of Kent. 

Mr Blair and other political 
leaders also laid wreaths, fol- 
lowed by Commonwealth High 
Commissioners and top mili- 
tary officers. 

When all the wreaths had 
been laid, there was a short 
service conducted by Bishop 
of London, Richard Chartres. 

The Princess Royal, as Rear 
Admiral Chief Commandant 
for Women in the Royal Navy, 
took the salute at Horse 
Guards of the columns of ex- 
Servicemen and women 
marched past. 

Similar services took place 
at Naval establishments 
around the country and 
abroad, on deployed ships 
and at units on exercise (see 
page 4). 

Other sites of significance 
to the military, such as the 
Commando Monument at 
Spean Bridge in Scotland, 
also staged simple but moving 
ceremonies. 














mounted on a wooden plinth 11” x 2 
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The model is hand cast in metal, black washed and polished to give a pewter effect, 
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with your cheque 
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the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, QARNNS, and their Reserves 


Please allow up to 28 days for delivery 
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Calling all associations. 


= Here at Navy News we are keen to make sure that all our association details are up to 
/=_ date so that we can offer the best service to our readers. Please could you send either 


a letter or an email to us with all your association details: contact names; telephone numbers; email addresses; or websites. in addition, we intend 
to offer a detailed directory on our website Navy News Online, so please let us know which, if any, of your association details can be made available 


online. Details must be received in writing t 


Series. 24, Artiicer Apprentices joined 
May 1955: A SO Anniversary celebration 
is Being planned to take place i 2005 to 
forning the Royal Navy. To register an 
ond bo upditted with developments 
fer Graham “McKay “on 
76? 313277 ‘on 01329 
0757. Shouid you know of any ex-Series 
‘Ropecetices paste pars the ceration 

ot the Reunion. 


January 2005 


TS Exeter (formerly TS Eagle), Exeter 
Sea Cadet Unit: are having a 
former cadets 










or 07973 § 


February 2005 


HMS Phoebe: A reunion for the stokers 
mess of HMS Phoebe trom 1963-1990 ts t 
be held in Phyrnouth February 25 


$-27, Contact 
# Pickles on 07967 610723 or emai 
‘om. Th 


ottung 10 do 
March 2005 


Federation of Naval Associations: AGM 
reunion on Hayling tsland trom March 11-14 
One pence, yes, on pence per pinVshot at 
the bar all weekend at £95 per person for the 
three nights. Associations welcome to hod 
thes own gatherings within the weekend with 
ail of the work being done by the FNA. Detas 
from Robbie Robson on tel: 0191 5847058 or 
‘email: robbietna I Gnthworkd.com. 

HMS Brifiant (80-84): 1st Commission 
and Falklands reunion from March 11-13 at 
the Belgrave Hotel, Torquay, Contact Reg 
Briers on 01337 842580 or visit the website: 
www hisbriant.com 

‘Submarine Coxswain's 
‘Association: Family weekend at Linco, 
March 11-13, Enquiries to Andy Verdi on 
01329 237505 or see the website: hittp:// 
wrw.coxn.C0.Uk 

Royal Naval Engineroom 
‘Association: Annual dinner March 18, 
‘Annual reunion May 21. Details from 
Bob Styants on 0121 422 4115 or emai 
bobstyants@btopenwortd.com. 

899 Naval Air Squadron: After forming in 
1942, 899 NAS will desband forever in March 
2005 and a reunion Gaia evening and charty 
fundraiser wil be held in the Floot Air Am 
Musoum at RNAS Yeovitton on March 23. 

ex-squadron members are invited. For 
further details vist the squadron website 
at www.899squadron co.uk oF contact the 

adron PR Officer on 01935 456904. 
































April 2005 
WMS Loch Fada 1944-87: Your 
shits irs otto (iced te oe 





von wal take place at King Chartes Hotel 
jangham, Kent from April 1-4, Get in touch 
with Bob Harris on 023 8039 1848 or ema 
bobharnis390@supanet.com. 

HMS Ladybird (Sasebo, Japan 1950-53) 
sociation: will be holding thelr annual 

on April B-10 at the Savoy Hotel, 

Bournemouth. Further details from Terry 

Cooper (Hon Secion tel: 01904 425883 or 
wt. TERRYCOOPERT@a0l.com. 

MS. Duke of York: Mini reunion in 

Blackpool, April 15-17, Contact R. Draper on 

tel: 01928 725175, 

MS Kenya Association: will be he 
their mini reunion in Llandudno, Apel 15-18. 
Details and membership trom Chas Atkinson 
on 023 9229 6404. 

HMS Cavalier Association: Annual 
reunion will take place from April 29 to May 

the County Hotel, Uandudno. _ For 
details contact Vice Chairman, Terry 
Bowser on tet: 01449 767731 or emai 
thowser@tiscal. co.uk 


May 2005 


Algerines Association —_(Flee 
Minesweepers) 1942-62: Reunion 
Norbrock Castle Hotel, Blackpool, May 12 
16. Prospective new members who served 
on Algerine class “mneswenpers,. contact 
30659 
takes place at 
St Annes, from 
t'D, Headtors 






































George Patience on tet: 01456 4! 
HMS. Forester Reunion: 
the St Ives. Hotel, Lytham 














HMS Exeter 1982 onwards: Reunion 
n Portsmouth on May 28, venue yet 10 
arranged. Please contact Reg Coma 
on 0161" 304 7496 or ema reginald 
OmadObtnternet com 
June 2005 


Submarine 
Association: Reunion 
Ralesgh, 











on 01839 237505 oF 
July 2005 

HMS Hampshire (006): Reunion July 

All interested parties both old and. new 


please contact Ray Crawlord on tel: 01606 
48 of mob: 07971 563503 or ema 
ray@crawtord 1956 freeserve.co.uk 


September 2005 


HMS Duke of York: 60th Anniversary 
reunion of the Japanese Surrender in Tokyo 
Bay, September 2, 1945. It wil be held in 
Portsmouth during Sept or Oct. Contact R. 
Draper on tel: 01928 725175. 

MS Glasgow Association: The 
sccin, wal be car fag on even wien 
the present pays off for 
isposal. All former crew are welcome 
to join the Association and continue the 
‘comradeship enjoyed onboard. The 26th 
reunion will take place at the NAAFI Ciub, 
‘Gaingham, 9-12. Contact Alan 
Mercer on tet: 0121 5102845. 


October 2005 


HMS Jupiter Association: Reunion 
in P ‘October 7-9. Contact Ken 
"Bungy’ Wiliams on 01743 341439 or emai 
‘konishacks. wanadoo.€0.uk. 





CCTs: After the last uproarious success in 
Selsey, itis proposed to hold another in 2006. 
Date and venue to be confirmed. Interested 
Parties to contact Peter Jackson, tet: 01697 
361648 or emai: jackson@oakdene 18.fsnet. 
couk 


Navy News needs your help!: We would 
ike to hear from anyone who has back 
‘issues of Navy News from February 1988 
November 1989, March, Apa and M: 
M you can help, please contact Michael 
Beaty on 023 9282 6040. 

Cdr Wittrid Briggs: Engineer Sheerness 

14, Admiralty 1914-18, Head of Navi 

on’ Engines, seconded to RAF, ret 
1920 = in 1809 was mot 
secretary of Sheernes 
Navy built golf courses 

























Her tather Enc Ronaid 
Tiny in the RYB. Contact Mrs S 
07904 062059. 

HMS - ilustrious, 
information about Arthur 
FAA Pilot, fying Swordfiah and 
from Bustrious. He came from 
Bristol. He may remember being taught to 
fide whist on leave in liracombe. Contact 
‘Ann Lovell on 01409 241243 

HMS Dorsetshire: Seeking information 
about Frank Frankland Maud who joined the 
RN on March 23, 1937, first serving in HMS 
St Vincent, Gosport and then on the cruiser, 
Dorsetshire and involved in the sinking of the 
Baanarck. He was one of the survivors from 
the Dorsetshire He lived in Victor 
‘Street, Cakimore and went to the Bive Coat 
‘School, Walsall. If you have any information 
contact Ms Ann Taylor, ‘Doone’, 60 Cross 

on 1on, Wolverhampton. WV720) 
“Subic. Bay, Philipines: "David Dorsey 
was a US Navy FremanvElectrcan 1st class 


wwit: 





the name of the chief or the ship, however 
it was a frigate and the Captain was a short 
man and affectionately known as "Eddie 
Cantor’ due to his sirnar looks to the singer. 
Wanyone remembers the mexdent could they 
contact David W. Dorsey Senior, 606 N 8th 
Street, Opelika, Al, 36801-4020, USA or 
‘emma: ddorsey@imindspring com. 

Crete Evacuations 1941 


‘operated a caque and transported many 
‘servicemen off the island folowing the 
ry evacuation. Contact Alan Hams, PO 

x 584, Kwelera, 5259, South Alrica. 

HMT Damito: Seeking information 
regarding Thomas Wiliam Cole who was 
killed off Portland Harbour on July 13, 
1940. Hf anyone served with fim and has 
photographs or memories of him could they 
Contact Ris grandson, Steve at 9 Andrew 
Way, Oulton Broad, Lowestoft, Suffo, NRES 
apy. 

HMS Drake: David Charles ‘Shep’ 
‘Shepherd, bon November 1960, Submariner 
officer based in Drake until leaving the RN 














Calling Old Shipmates 


HMS Berwick: Seeking information about 
Lt Car Peter Swan. Served in Barbados 
1970-1972 as XO/CO USNavFac when last 
In touch with Lt Cdr Peter Swan, RN, in HMS 
Berwick. Would ike to renew triendship. 





HMS Cardigan Bay: Seeking shipmates 
from 1954-56 commission. Sam "Mick" Millar 
was the Butcher onboard, the Swan's name 
was Mick Bums, the Skipper was Captan 
Nigel Patrick Pumphries OSC DSO. Sam 
is Wing in Geelong, Australia. and would 
love to hear trom you. He also served in 
Indetatigable, 2221, Orestes, Wave 
and Tenby, and Gunnery’ course ‘Ss 
miridge. Contact Sam Miler, 5a 
pet, Belmont 3216, Victoria, Austral 
Mike Doughty ‘The Duke’ 
Centaur 1957-60, 

7 and a 
He would Bee 
remembers. hen 
01483. 7221 



























Contact Mike Doughty on 
65. or emt: mikedoughty 











1 Destroyer between 194! 





956. A reunion is t0 be held in 
2008. Please contact Ernie Baiderson on tel 
01529 413410. 


HMS Cossack Association: Caling a 
shipmates who served in Cossack (LO3 
‘oF 57) to join the association and attend 
the next reunion. A warm welcome awats 


RNAS Eglington 1957-9: im "Paddy’ 
‘Stroud is in touch with Jimmy Stewart and 
would like to contact Billy Herridge (REMJA, 
and Bily “Smersh’ Clarke (EM)A, who served 
together at RNAS Egangton. Contact Paddy 
(on tet: 01437 7208; 

HMS Exeter 1982 onwards: Trying to 
trace any members of the ship's company 
during the Faikdands Campaign under the 
command of Capt Hugh Ballou: We are 


‘Seeking any old lads that remember 
especially: RAS, Bubs, Topsy. 
‘Shaw and Pete Leese trom Stoke. 


‘around 1999. Does anyone know how to get 
in touch with him? If so please contact Lunda 
land Ashiey i Plymouth, as they woud love 
to see him again. Tet: 07790 023967 or erat 
ircyhoutT2E YANO. CO. 

HMS Firedrake: Seeking infoana 
photos about Edward Stockbridge, S 
in action, December 1942. Would any 

wor who knew Edward or his rela 
an, M. Stockbridge, on 0 











ract Nis 
661451 
HMS Grimsby: Patrick Doyle was a 
Leading Stoker in HMS Gnmaby when she 
sunk off Tobruk on May 25, 1941. He 
ntung of Grenatry and the wae 
hough he newer spoke of hes exparences 
Naval Records Branch have no records Of hes 
postings after the sinking, although it's know? 
he served in HMS Hawkins, Ros and 
Aphis. It seems Grimsby, aiong with HMSAS, 
Souther Mais, was escorting the SS Hetka 
rom Alexandria to Tobruk, and during an 
tack both Grimsby and Hetka were sunk 
Any information on’the sinking, the rescue 
and detats of what happened next would 
be welcome ~ also on Surg Lt B. Cranshaw. 
RNVR (possibly Austrakan), given the OSC 
or bravery and Gevotion to duty when HMS 
Grimsby was lost”. Contact Mike Doyle on 
tet 01908 692619. 
































Roberts ~ she would love to put t 
them back in touch after 30 years 
Mike's 60th barthiday. James ved in the Hull 
area. and met and mamied a Gri trom there. 
After leaving the Navy at the same time, he 
and Mike went into the buiking renovation 
business in Hl but when the 
business closed they lost contact after going 
thelr separate ways doing diving contracts. 
‘Amyoody with any. information, contact 
Helen 1.40 Viola Road, Bloubergrant, 
7441, Cape Town, South Airica or ema: 
heler@violacottage.co.za. 

Car Gervase ‘Gerry’ Milward: His widow, 





serving as. Officer. The first was HMS 
Grenvite in January 1940 and the other was 
HMS Codrington in July 1940. If you were a 


Richard Holloway on 01392 411487. 

Malcolm Victor Mercer: Seeking 
Information about Malcolm who was in the 
Navy trom 1943-46 on minesweepers. When 
he came out of the Navy he may have 
taken up Holy Orders. Contact Mrs June M. 
Davies, 10 Four Horseshoes Park, Seasatter 
Road, Graveney, Faversham, Kent, ME13 
WE 


Royal Naval Division 
Wainwright's grandtather w 
nent officer alive #1 Hawke 
moment betore hes death 
lost hes 

Geeviters 
erecting a stone to his memory. if any of 
Your relations were in the RND and you tee! 
you may have any information of ‘interest 
On the RND's time in Greece and France 
‘during WWI, please contact Mr Wairreright 


1914-18: AR. 
in 1918 the 
















HMS Ganges (Oct 11, 1960: Seeking 
former classmates trom Frobisher Division 
35 Recrstment, 36 Mess for a planned 
reunion mid-October 2005. Contact Mike 
Wilson on tet: 01738 812498 or ema 
ekeandeva@btnternet. com 
HMS Hermes - 5G2 and 23 mess 
Comms 1973-77: Steve Cope and Al 
Brentnatt are looking for anyone who served 
with them in HMS Hermes: Keith "Spie’ 
Marlow, Roy Butt, Bryn "Tat? Hutlen, Nos! 
Harvey, Budge Bird, Colin "Basi" Farmer 
‘Gardener, Bob 
som or Ai on 0161 
aanbres@femad net 
Emest Hs 


wk in January 1942. L 


1 Manchester You 





Association Directory, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth PO1 3HH or email: edit@navynews.co.uk 


[Reunions [Over toYou 


‘on tet: 01452 502770 or eat: wainwright 

tranngmarageenent@vngn ret 
‘Simonstown: Wikam Ward trying to 

find a jong lost Navy pal ~ name of Cte 

Maickle. He stopped over in Cape Town 

(Simonstown) about 34 yea 

knows of ths whereabout 

















Town, South Alnica or via. tes ‘Saughter’s 
err wendy eke co 2a, 

TMS Spey 1942-3: Craig Moore's 
father, George, served in here has some 
information on Cowoy OS33 but wou tke 
mm tinks hs tothe was 
“he used to talk of the 
Remar pot Yor than 
woud have not survived. He thnks she 
2 lerd-lemse ship, possibly based at 
Ferret. Londonderry, and wants to Know 

ther troughs her over trom the USA. Prior 
to that he had 12 months at HMS Excesent 
aiher 2 years on Rarrames Dos anyone have 
any memories of HMMS Asbury at the US? 
He woud also tke to hear trom WMS Aion 
she's company (1964-6) when George was 
MA ress man. Contact Graig Moore, 12 
Raverscitie Road, Calverley. Leeds, (528 
SRL or eat. Crag@moores 296 fret £0 uk 

HMS Theseus 1950-1: Seeking Eric 
Morpan, the best man of Eric (Steve?) and 
Barbara Stephens who were married at St 
Michael and Al Church, Lambourn 
in 1051. The two Enos served together 
Theseus. Contact Mrs Barbara Stephens 
175 Maroorough Road. Swindon. SN tN 

HMS Wamor It Sooking cetaks of th 
requattoned yacht of 1,206 tons, bult in 
1904, and lost off Portland on July 11. 1940. 
Any riermation to Dave Wropt. 45 Orchard 

Cambridge, C85 OE. 
Japanese destroyer 
Anybody with recoections "of 

























‘correspondence 
‘George Karger on tet: 020 7580 2707. 
Royal Naval Yachts: information 
and; of the yachts used 
‘or operated by the RN: Larvik (1920), Galahad 
(1963), Gauntiet (1997), Gawaine (1962) and 
Merlin. Contact Ron Bond on tet 0151 924 
5378 oF ema: ronnie 76Qbtopenworkd com. 
HMS Yarmouth F101: Seeking all old 
shipmates, who served in HMS. Yarmouth at 
any tene. Presently there are 256 members of 
the Association. and at the last reunion 140 
were present. Admission to the Assocation 
's free. Also seaking photographs, press 
cuttings or documents relating to HMS 
Yarmouth to be included on the website 
Contact Dusty Mller on 01709 532792 or 
ema dusty@hrns-yarmouth Com or see the 





Spurrest 
‘6 looking for 
photos of converted trawler HMS Lady 
Stanley that operated trom Grimsby on 
minespotting duties in 1941-42; also photos 
of his other ships Kikenzie or Qual. Arthur 
can be contacted through Alan Wate of 
the HMS Newloundtand Association at 23 
Seatord Road, Aylestone, Leicester LE? 8S 
Gr eran alan wantecS9UhOU TR! COM 

Naval Estate, St Budeaux, Plymouth 
1960s-70s: Mrs J. Webber's late husband, 
Ken Webber, took photogragiss of chaaren of 
Naval personnel in the late 60s and 70s on 
the Naval Estate at St Budeaux. The photos 
‘are numbered and she wil pass them on to 
those involved. Tet: 01752 893231, 














has any information regarding Emest or his 
whereabouts would they contact Bal Chard 
on tot. 07818 24744. 

HMS Venerable: Ken McDowell is trying 
to find Edgar Seabury, who was a Dental 
Surgeon in Venerable in the Far East/Pactte, 
1945-6, He would also tke to hear trom 
anyone eise who was on board af that tne 
Contact Ken on 0116 279 1583 or via 
Gaughtes with emad hometrmetcon net 

‘Able Seaman Ait Chittenden: 
man, 1941-46, celebrating 60 year wedding 














Navy News on tape 


Navy News is available 


free of 
from Portsmouth Area Talking News 


charge on 
for 


tape 
those with 


difficulty reading normal type. Contact 023 9269 0851 and leave 
a message with a contact number. No special equipment is 
required to play the standard 90-minute cassettes. 
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‘@ Members of HMS Eaglet parade through the city of Liverpool 


ONE of the Navy's largest 
reserve units ended its cente- 
ry year with the city of Liv- 
erpool by thanking it in style. 
he Lord Mayor of the city 
ind civic leaders hosted the ship's 
company of HMS Eaglet and their 
families in the town hall. Eaglet 
was granted the freedom of the 


reception effectively 
brought the curtain down on cel 
ebrations which opened on May & 
with a concert by the Band of the 
Royal Marines. 

Since then, Eaglet ~ the base for 
280 reservists from the north-west 
and north Wales ~ has received 
a new bell, blessed by Bishop of 
Liverpool and already used for a 
number of baptisms of offspring of 
the ship’s company. 

Prince Michael of Kent (the 


Prince is Honot 
of the RNR) was the guest of 
honour to inspect ceremon 
divisions — formed not merely 
of serving personnel but Eaglet 
veterans. Among distinguished 
former Eaglets is the last surviv- 
VC winner, Lt Cdr Ian 


y Commodore 


Beyond enjoying some welcome 

public attention in the Liverpool 

aglet’s company have used 

r to raise £6,500 for KGFS 

¢ House Hospice, money 

raised largely through the RM 
concert and a centenary ball, 

The next major milestone for the 
unit, based in Liverpool's famous 
dockland, is 2008 when the city 
takes on the role of Capital of 
Culture, As has so often happened 
in its first century of existence, 
Eaglet will be called upon again. 


THE TRECARN HOTEL 


Babbacombe, Torquay 
The Naval Reunion Specialist 


2 Days DBB £69.00 pp. 3 Days DBB £89.50 pp 
(prices include Banquet Meal) 


We have over many years been associated with the Royal Navy, holding Reunions for: 
HMMS EXETER, HMS SHEFFIELD, HMS NEWFOUNDLAND, HMS TENBY, 
HMMS COCKADE. HMS CONSORT, 6th DF, PLYMOUTH RNA, CASTLE CLASS CORVETTE 
‘ASSOC, HMS GLORY, HMS CASSANDRA & GANGES ASSOC. 

The Trecam has 196 En-Suite bedrooms with colour TV, Tea making facilities, and can 
‘accommodate up to 240 quests, The hotel has a large dining room that can held over 300 
quests 1s well as two spacious ballrooms and bar areas. For further information contact 
Matthew Peacock - Operations Manager on 01803 229292. 

We also have hotels in Exmouth, Bournemouth, Eastbome, Llandudno, Arrochar and 
Sandown, iste of Wight. 

For Information on these hotels contact Bryan Pitman on 01803 329282. 








The Assoctattow 0 
Royal Navy Officers 


Potven Her Meyesty The Queen 


i 
| In addition to being a leading charity 


for officers and their depend- 
ants, ARNO is a membership 
association which is open to serving 


and retired commissioned officers of 
the RN, RM, QARNNS, former 
'WRNS and their Reserves. The 





{also available online by secure 
association has 9,550 members for means) 

‘whom it provides financial, social,and + Free financial, legal and property 
‘other advantages, the financial alone advice 

giving savings which substantially * A mail redirection facility 
‘exceed the annual subscription (£12 _* A free ‘home exchange’ facility 
per annum or £180 for Life) * A uollorms and swords for se 
‘Tet: 020 7402 5231 = Sword knots at a fraction of the 
Fax: 020 7402 5533 normal price (£15) 

‘email: ARNO@eurosurf.com = Use of the Naval Club in Mayfair 
Saar eee ee ee eae 
Foe merberip Spleen for facie (armpit Be fe tT] 


‘TO: MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, ARNO, 70 PORCHESTER Tce. LONDON W2 31P 
Prroe send me detot ond 0 memberthp opie ston fern 


of 


Membership benefits include: 

+ Many trade discounts including 
RAC membership at £43 per 
year - Europe wide cover 

* A thick colourful Year Book 

* A list of members’ names, 
addresses and interests 


{ann} 
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‘The enemy were 


quite. outclassed 


THERE will be added 
poignancy to commemora- 
tions in the South Atlantic 
and London this month as 
today’s sailors pay their re- 
ars 90 years 











spects to forebe: 
ago. 


It is nine decades since the 
of Admiral Graf von 
ated in the 
first Naval battle of the Falklands 
on December 8 1914 








A battle-cruiser force, led by 
HMS Invincible and Inflexible, was 
ordered south to slay Spee’s force 
of cruisers after the Germans had 
routed Rear Admiral € 





Crad 
ron at Corone 


Novemby 








k's Fourth Cruiser Squad 


1 in the P, 
x battle ate 

















































© Differing perspectives: The last of the cruisers Scharnhorst 
and Gneisenau as depicted in a British painting and (right) a 
German wartime magazine's portrait of von Spee 


British victim 






























































s British outpost The Falklands proved to be a 
ad, he found the battle scued just seven survivors major fillip to British morale; Cor 
cruiser force under Vice Admiral from her quarry. Leipz onel had dealt a serious blow to the 
Sir Doveton Sturdee in the act of officer, Johannes Haun public mood in a country baskin 
coaling. Sturdee immediately gave had accepted his fate | re horseback to warn of the 
chase with his ships which were bet- the end of the bath of von Spee,” says Navy News re 
ter armed and faster than Spe He came on deck er Ninian Evans. “She lost her life 
mn haul down the f and that of her unborn child... if 
German units hoped cigarettes till he went down with his you believe the story, that is.” (The 
ncir escape in the dark ship,” Lt Dixon observed. official version i i 
the British force had caught uy “The enemy fought splen- Villa manning widely criticised in the Admiralty 
m by carly Be didly, but were quite out. °.ahill raised t for excessive expenditure of am 
fc fall, four cruiser n clacsed” rather than praised for 
High Seas Ficet were on the bed of gee British lives 
the South Atlantic The %th anniversiry will be Peter Pepper, editor of the Ful The sole survivor of the battle 
Lt Thomas Dixon, surgeon in marked with wreathlayings in land Islands Newslette the Dresden, was chased by HMS 
HMS Kent, recorded the cruiser’s Stanley, the Falklands’ capital, It remains a big deal to this day. Glasgow and Kent until she was 
ducl with the German SMS Leip- where a memorial was erected to December 8 is a national day on cornered the following March in 
zig the 1914 victory, and at the Ceno- the islands ~ a public holiday. All Juan Fernandez Island where she 
It was intensely interesting —_taph in Whitehall. the children turn out, the Governor —_ was scuttled 
—a 


Yas 





SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding 
Receptions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 


Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PQ 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER 
WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 












NAVY NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 
(excl. VAT) as effective from Ist June 2002 
DISPLAY 

Full Page ... .. £2,235 
Half Page... 
Quarter Page .. 
S.c.c. (min 3 cm) 


CLASSIFIED 


Lineage . 
Trade minimum... 
For Sale, Minimum .. 
Box number .. 


PENFRIENDS See details on page 34 
Discounts. Colour Rates Technical Details available on request. 
‘Telephone: 023 9272 5062 
Fax: 023 9283 0149 





‘= Accommodation 


Opposite Waterloo Main Line 

Station and ideal location for 

visiting the London Eye, imax 

cinema and all the attractions 
of central London. 

Wide range of bedrooms 
continually being improved to 
suit all tastes and budgets. 
TV and telephone now in 
all en-suite bedrooms. 
Ask to stay here when visiting 
London on duty. 

For more information contact: 
Reservations Office 
UNION JACK CLUB 
Sandell Street 


London SE1 8UJ 


Tel: 020-7928 4814 
Fax: 020-7620 0565 
e-mail: abo@ujclub.co.uk 


CAMELOT HOTEL 
5 Elliot St. The Hoe PL1 2PP 
01752-669667/221255 
2% % AAJRAC 
18 Bed, Family Run, Bar, CCTV 
All. En-Suite, Dogs Welcome 









WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST ~ £100.00 
OTHER MONTHS ~ £70.00 


CHILDREN 12 






Garian House Holiday Flatlets 
Self-catering flatiets, near sea and shops. 
cooker, linen, etc. ideal for a visit by family or girl friend. 


CHARGE PER PERSON - MINIMUM 2 PERSONS 


1st SEPT - 1st JUNE NIGHTLY ~ £15.00 
DEPOSIT PER PERSON — £20.00 
YEARS OR UNDER HALF PRICE IF SLEEPING IN THE SAME ROOM AS ADULTS. 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY - OCTOBER. 
MR CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH, HANTS. 
TELEPHONE: 023 9273 3581 Between 9am — 4pm 


www.garianhouse.co.uk email:garianhouse@ntlworld.com 
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‘You can have your 
cake... but not eat it 





IF you think front-line ac- 
tion is demanding, spare 
a thought for CPO Mark 
‘Tugg’ Wilson and C/Sgt 
‘Nutty’ Edwards who went 
without sleep for 36 hours 
for the honour of the Senior 
Service. 

In Iraq? Afghanistan per- 
haps? Nope, Sandown Park 
in Surrey. The senior NCOs 
were just a couple of the RN 
competitors in the prestigious 
Combined Services Culinary 
Challenge (or cookery olympics 
if you prefer). 

CPO Wilson of RNAS Yeovil- 
ton and C/Sgt Edwards of 42 
Commando headed a team of 
killick chefs representing the 
Senior Service in the open-but- 
fet - one of the more visually 
impressive feasts laid on at the 
three-day contest. 

None of the buffet was eaten; 
it was alll for show ~ despite the 
two chefs and their team hav- 
ing been awake for more than 
30 hours by the time the judges 
came around. 

“I love cooking and | stand 
here looking at what the team 
has produced and think: ‘wow’ 
But the hours we have spent 
planning and preparing and 
cooking, all the stress, the trou- 
ble spent making sure the pres- 
entation is right, even the light- 
ing, and then it goes straight in 
the bin,” said CPO Wilson rue- 
fully. 

Decorative cakes, lard sculp- 
tures, bakery, desserts, platters, 
various main course dishes, the 
three Services are expected to 
produce all in team and indi- 
vidual events. 

Perhaps the most demanding 
challenge is a Ready, Steady 
Cook-esque contest against 
the clock for two chefs and a 
steward to prepare and serve 
a three-course meal in 75 min- 






Fully equipped. Colour TY, fridge, 







WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER ~ £80.00 
LONG LETS ~ £60.00 

















The Sunray Hotel 


Plymouth 


‘Xmas Shopping Special’ 


Book 2 ni 


and get a 3rd FREE! 


Rooms from £25 per pervon per night 


Centrally Located 
01752 669113 


FLY Mou TH 


( smo House 
t Hoe 


ee- 01752 229705 


Bed and Breakfast from £18-£25.00 
Seafront. Courtesy pick-up fi 
stations. 4 poster bed. All 

CTV. Tea/Coffee making. 
Mostly En-suite, Parking 
No Smoking House, 


ADJOINING PLYMOUT: 
HOE AND SEAFRONT 
Friendly guest house, CTV's, 
Tea/Coffee, C.H., mostly en suite, 
Posh 4 poster. Parking. From £18 pp. 
Edgcumbe Guest House 
50 Pier Street, West Hoc 
Tel 01752 660675 
E-mail hawton@clara.co.uk 


JMD PROPERTY LETTING) 
PROPERTIES IN SCOTLAND. 


If so call JMD as we have 
potential tenants 
Tel: oe 831 272 


ropertylenina,.co.uk 








% 
Westgate Hotel 
* Licensed Bar ETBOO¢¢| 
+ Family rooms available 
* Close to seafront + shops 
* H/C, Tea+Coffee, TV, All Rooms 
Mags (Simon) & Rachel Thacker 

Both Ex-Navy 


Tel: 01803 295351 
Fax: 01803 BiaTIO 


CANTERBURY HOTEL 
SOUTHSEA 


www. canterburyhotelgroup.com 
RESERVATIONS 
9229 3136 — 023 9282 1508 


‘* Room, Bed & Breakfast from 








@ Flaming success: An RN chef 
races against the clock to pro- 
duce a three-course meal 


utes - which was most certainly 
eaten — all under the glare of TV 
cameras and a 100-strong au- 
dience. 

The contest is the sole place 
where culinary pride and inter- 
Service pride clash 

“This is the only time that 
the three Services can get to- 
gether and actually compete 
against each other. Sadly, the 
RAF are the business ~ they're 
in a league of their own,” CPO 
Wilson added. 

And so it proved. The RAF 
were declared Forces cham- 
pions - although they didn’t 
have it all their own way. HMS. 
Raleigh cook CH Russell Cart- 
wright took home the title of 
Junior Chef of the Year after 
serving up stuffed chicken 
breast in madeira sauce, sweet 
potato mash, baby roast veg- 
etables and a rhubarb and al- 
mond tartlet dessert. 

The RN also collected silver 
awards for stewarding skills 
and the show plates sweet. 

RTSMOL iT 


P‘ LADY lel 


HAMILTO) 


Closest B+B to Naval Base, 
100 yards from main gate, 
HMS Victory/Mary Rose/ 
HMS Warrior! 
Museums all on doorstep. 
22 rooms most en-suite, 
singles/doubles/twins + 
family rooms, colour TY, 
TeatCoffee facilities, free house 


Tel: 023 9287 0505 



























Ko) \\/sfo) ES 
A QUIET, SECURE AND 
SENSIBLY-PRICED HOTEL IN 
CENTRAL LONDON 





For a brochure: 
www.ashleyhotels.com or 
_ Tel 020 7723 3375 


Hotel Royal 
Plymouth Hoe 


www.hotels-plymouth.com 
Great Breakfast Comfy Bed 
We'll even lend you a cuddly toy 
(aa) Tel: 0845 644 9474 [qq] 
P| E-mail: | 
royal@hotels-plymouth.com 

















FLORIDA Luxuriously furnished 5 
bedroom / 3 bathroom villa close to 
Disney & Golf. Heated pool & Spa, 
BBQ & table tennis plus communal 
pool & tennis court. For excellent 
rates call 023 92250720, 

email enquiries@ 
shrovervillasflorida.com 
www.shrovervillasflorida.com 





Rooms or Property to let? Contact our advertising team on 
023 9272 5062 : 023 9272 4226 :023 9275 6951 
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Christmas 
boxes on 
their way 


THE Ministry of Defence has turned 
back the clock by reviving a morale 
boosting exercise from World War 1 

The first Forces’ Christmas box 
the teenaged Princess 












that everyone Wearing the King’s 
uniform and serving overseas on 
Christmas Day 1914 should receive 
“a gift from the nation.” 

Now that idea has been brought up 
to date, and the 2004 equivalent is on 
its way to almost 18,000 people ~ and 
hopefully no one will have to wait as 
Jong as some in the Great War. 


Brig Jeff Little, of the 
Defence Logistics 
Organisation (DLO), which 
is helping to organise the 
boxes, said: “Ninety years 
ago, the British public 

its support for the 
UK Servicemen and women 
in a way never before seen 
in this country. 


“The Princess Mary Christmas 
Box became an institution ~ by the 
time the fund closed in 1920, almost 
£200,000 had been donated for the 
provision of more than 2.5 million 
boxes with contents.” 

‘The 1914 version, which con: 
tained items such as tobacco, pipes. 
chocolate, spices and pencils, 
depending on who was receiving it, 
was small and made of brass ~ and 
because of distribution problems, 
many of the embossed boxes were 
still undelivered in early 1919. 

The 2004 box ~ mooted by British 
industry — is larger, packed in card 
board boxes the same size as ration 
packs, to allow for easy handling, 

It will contain a variety of goods, 
in some cases even cameras or 
games, and Brig Little said: “Our 
ensure that over the 
Christmas period every member of 
the Armed Forces taking part in 
operations will have a 2004 
Christmas box in their ‘stocking*.” 


TV watchers 
are warned 


TV Licensing teams are warming 
sailors to make sure they have 
licences ahead of a clampdown on 
service quarters in coming weeks. 
Weekly orders at various RN 
establishments have stressed the 
need for Service personnel to ensure 
they are watching television legally, 
but telly bosses say the message has 
unfortunately still not got through to 
some sailors and Royal Marines. 
MOD properties on and off estab- 
lishments are not exempt from the 
£121 licene 
A licence is needed to cover each 
cabin or quarter with a television, 
even if it 1s shared accommodation 
such as the new single-living blocks 
springing up at Naval establish 
ats, 
Defaulters can expect to pay fines 
of up to £1,000; the detection vans 
used in civvy street caught an aver 
age of 1,000 people per day last year 























Home from home for j 
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Atlantic rendezvou 
Castile sisters 


for 


AFTER 1,396 days providing 
protection and reassurance to 
the people of the Falklands, 
veteran patrol ship HMS 
Leeds Castle handed 
over duties to her 
er in the mid- 
Atlantic, writes 
Richard 
Hargreaves 

In a rare 
meeting 





between the 
two Castle- 
clas ships, 





Dumbarton 
Castle received 
the flag of the 
Commander British 
Forces South Atlantic 
Islands and hoisted it 
ready to begin her three-year- 
plus stint in and around the 
Falklands. 

‘Once the official handover duties 
had finished a few hundred miles 
east of Montevideo — Dumbarton’s 





@ The two Castle-class patrol 






crew were told of the problems they 
would face operating in a “uniquely 
challenging environment” ~ it was 
time for the sailors to let their hair 
down somewhat 
“A traditional steam-past 
took place to conduct 
ceremonial, as well as 
exchanging the 
ship's quota of rot 
ten fruit and com- 
paring fire hose 
pressures.” said 
Leeds Castle's 
gunnery officer 
Lt Joseph 


ship 
clocked up 86,000 
miles at sea since 
departing 
Portsmouth in 2000, 
although ber 48 crew 
have only spent six 
months at a time with her. 
And many of those miles have 
been spent steaming through weather 
and sea conditions which can inspire 
awe into the most seasoned of 
mariners. 
“It’s been an absolute privilege to 





ships salute each other in tradi- 


tional style at an official mid-Atlantic flag handover 


NAVAL firepower museum 
Explosion! is undergoing an over- 
haul for 2005 focusing on the "back- 
room boys’ who kept the RN going. 

“The former education centre at the 
Gosport museum is being converted 
into an exhibition hall concentrating 
on the victualling efforts to support 
the once-largest fleet in the world. 

‘The new exhibition, due to open in 
July 2005, will feature a three-quar- 
ter scale model of a transport hoy, & 
reproduction of a foreman’s office 
and a typical jetty scene 

‘The gallery takes its inspiration 
from the Royal Clarence Yard. in 


Thompson relaxes in his cabin after a day’ 
instructing at the Royal Navy Cookery School at HMS Raleigh 


Gosport, currently being tured into 
a housing and leisure development. 

A specially-commissioned film 
has been produced for the exhibition, 
taking the audience around the brew- 
ery, cooperage, granary, bakery and 
slaughterhouse 

AS part of the overhaul at the 
Priddy's Hard museum, a formerly 
unused building is being turned into 
an education centre, and landscaping 
will allow access to a Victorian 
explosives vault 





023 9250 5600. 


unior rates 


LIFE for the permanent staff at 
HMS Raleigh is slightly more 
after accommodation 


new 
blocks were opened for junior rat- 








@ HMS Dumbarton 


Castle (right) meets up with sister Leeds 





Castle in the mid-Atlantic before taking up patrol duties 


be in command as Leeds Castle 
retumed to the UK after nearly four 
years away in the South Atlantic,” 
said CO Lt Cdr lain Lower. 

“For a small ship’s company to 
have achieved so much, operating 
8,000 miles away ‘rom UK base sup- 
port in some of the worst weather 
conditions in the world just shows 
the level of teamwork required.” 

Before departing the Falklands, 
crew had rededicated the Ardent 
Antelope Cross at Campito, over: 
looking the last resting place of the 
two frigates lost during the San 
Carlos landings of 1982. 

CPO(WEA) Jason King and 
CPO(MEA) Andrew Collinson led a 
team of sailors who dedicated 





Genuine oak 
from HMS Victory 


cS 





anter dedi 
in. Contains 





(ref 93200). 








| Royal Navy 


stilled Ca 


d to Lord 
s 7S% al 
Pusser’s decanter, one litre 
'9. Other size 


numerous weekends during the 
Austral winter to restoring the monu: 
ment — maintaining war memorials 
from the 1982 conflict is one of the 
regular duties of the Falkland Islands 
Patrol Vessel. 

A flight deck barbecue and pen- 
guin-racing night raised £500 for one 
of the ship's adopted charities ~ the 
Jubilee Nursery for special needs 
children at Waterlooville in 
Hampshire. 

Leeds Castle arrived home in 
Portsmouth on November 8 

And despite what this reporter pre- 
dicted when she departed for the 
South Atlantic all those months ago, 
the city’s Millennium Tower was still 
not completed. 






smooth 


sip neat 








Just two of over 200 products from: 


(4) Nauticalia 


Tel: 0870 905 5090 www.nauticalia.com 
Nauticalia Ltd, The Ferry Point, Ferry Lane, 
Shepperton-on-Thames, TW17 9LQ, E 





gland. 
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Belfast 
book is 
planned 


BRITAIN’S last reminder of the 
days of the ‘big gun’ warship will be 
immortalised in print ~ but this time 
it is the men of HMS Belfast, not the 
ship, who will be honoured. 

The cruiser, today a museum 
piece on the Thames near Tower 
Bridge, served the RN from 1939 
until the beginning of the 1970s. 

Her career has been well docu- 
mented by historians, but the HMS 
Belfast Association wants to focus 
‘on the men who were the spirit of the 
ship — and has been given a grant by 
the MOD’s Veterans Challenge Fund 
to turn their stories into a book. 

‘Many technical books have been 
written about this wonderful ship, 
but none about the 12,000 men who 
served and fought in her through her 
25 years of active service. This book 
will be about as many of these men 
that can be contacted,” said Emest 
Smith, who is compiling the book, 
entitled Men of the Sea. 

The book will also be used as an 
educational tool for the $0,000 chil 
dren who tour the cruiser annually. 

‘Anyone who can share stories or 
photographs of Belfast and life 
aboard should contact association 
secretary Ted Hill on 01708 341803, 


Tin Can invite 


ALLIED veterans who were present 
at Tokyo Bay in the summer of 1945 
are invited to an anniversary celebra- 
tion in Hawaii next August. 

The Tin Can Sailors — the 
National (US) Association of 
Destroyer Veterans ~ along with the 
Battleship Missouri Memorial, are 
marking 60 years since the peaceful 
entry of Allied ships into Japanese 
waters on August 27 and 28 1945, 

‘They would welcome any RN, 
RAN, RNZN and Dutch veterans who 
were at Tokyo Bay in 1945, Write to 
Tin Can Sailors, Inc, PO Box 100, 
Somerset MA 02726, USA,email 
pearlharbor2005@ destroyers.org. 








































FREE P&P 
on these items 
for Navy News 

Readers - please 
quote ref NNS 
(UK only, please 
call for overseas 
delivery). 














We also have SHOPS at 
12 UK locations, including: 
- PORTSMOUTH 
(in the historic dockyard) 
- PLYMOUTH (in the 
Barbican glassworks) 
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‘A bit of light reading for would-be admirals?’ 





Sea change in officer selection system 


Nobody expects the 
Spanish Inquisition 
— nor does the AIB 


IHE GREATES 
changes in more 
than 30 years will 
help the Navy of 
today choose the 


NEWSVIEW 


Leadership in 
community 


Te: CHAPLAIN of the Fleet's feeling that today's 






young Service people are a tad more tuned in to spiri- 
tual matters than their immediate forebears were will 
no doubt come as a big surprise to both parties. 

It shouldn't do, though. Over the past century their par- 
ents, grandparents and great-grandparents by and large 
accepted the rightness of the causes they were thrown into 
by the powers-that-be. The present generation isn’t so 
sure. It tends to ask questions — and expects answers. 

There don't seem to be any immediate answers in the 
current conflict - we face a foe who has moved the goal 
posts so far off the pitch that it amounts to a whole new 
ball game with rules (if there are any) we have yet to 
establish. 

Barry Hammett may not have a clear set of answers — 
none of us do, as yet. But he understands the questions 
his own parishoners are asking and also understands 
where they are coming from. 

Naval chaplains, from their shared experience, are 
uniquely qualified to engage in the debate. They are nei- 
ther ‘holy joe’ nor ‘happy clappy' ministers to their flock, 
having instead a sensible, pragmatic view of its concems 
and needs. Their counterparts in the wider, civilian parish 
should take note of the Senior Service's own common- 
sense sense of community and translate it back into the 
spiritual leadership in which they were once pre-eminent. 

‘Against that we have the widely reported and at first 
sight highly sensational decision by the CO of HMS 
Cumberland, after due consultation with his own ship's 
chaplain, to allow a member of his ship's company to reg- 
ister as a practising Satanist. How does that sit with the 
Senior Service's view of itself as a ‘Force for Good’? 

Well, we are all now required by law to give provision in 
the workplace for employees to follow the devotions of 
their chosen beliefs — and in that context this must be the 
right decision. 

The official line is: “As a matter of general policy, person- 
al requests for time and facilities to observe religious or 
















as got the ‘right stuff’ to Goddard, a successful candidate the Army and the RAF, the 
officer of the Royal — from 1969. olice and business to find fresh 
1 Ma The result is a ‘refined’ two- blood. 
1 for the eager officer As yet, there is no shortage of 
didates arriving at HMS that fresh blood: 1,400 people 
Sultan. each year aim to be officers, 
leaders of tomorrow. It’s not that the long-st chaplains, dentists or surgeons 
From next month the next James Burnell- mix of interviews, present in the Royal Navy. 
generation of offi ‘ll face Nugent asked his AIB team to and challengs produced Competition to join the offi- 
a different examination from ¢PSUre the board picked the — the wrong o} Far from it, _ cer corps of the Royal Marines is 
their predecessors as they are "ht young people to rise to the but there was room for some — especially fierce with 150 or so 
Pi soars as ty Ate challenges of front-line duties in Capt Goddard. candidates competing for 50 or 
ut through the Admiralty the 2iet ce sere 
Sesadion nad the 2ist century. : ve the old system so places at the Commandon 
- The selection process has selected high-quality candidates ‘Training Centre in Lympstone. 
The Board, or AIB in com- barely changed since the admi- for the officer corps, and the 
mon RN parlance, has taken the ral passed, or for that matter the ‘ The AIB is not an easy 
acid test to determine whether a Captain AIB, C Tan ride — half the candidates 
are unsuccessful — but 


then again nor is it the 
Spanish Inquisition. 














































that w 






ire even more sure that 
the people we select are the 






other beliefs are considered by commanding officers, pro- ‘ones we want to be the officers “We are trying to make the 
vided that they do not impact on the operational effective- of the RN in the 2Ist century.” AIB as le: unting as possi- 
ness and general well-being and welfare of other person- bk pddard added. 










nel.” It is insisted that the sailor does NOT perform any 
satanic rituals aboard ship. 


indidates feel it’s a 
mong the changes nce, whether they 
introduced are a © accepted or not, and they 
fitness assessment, fecl that they have learned 
a fairer set of prac. about themselves. 
ical tests which the end of the day, the 

allow all candidates an equal environment places gre 

chance to show off their skills, a demands on people — physically 
entation on an exercise can- ntally — and their friends 
didates have had to perform, ily 
dropping a one-to-one interview joining the Royal Navy 
and re-educating the panel who should not be based on some 










lor most of our sailors the sensible, mature view of 
LCT Chris Cranmer's somewhat eccentric stance will 
no doubt be one of amused tolerance and, ultimately, 
of dismissal of one who is simply ‘trying it on’ — which is 
another great tradition of the Senior Service at all levels 
and one we would never wish to lose. 

But — and it is a big but — for the young, impressionable 
teenagers who make up a large proportion of the RN's 
serving strength, the idea of one of their company espous- 



























ing an arcane art with the most dangerous associations perform the interviews. romantic notion like Master and 

may well present a problem of morale. One neither they In all these tests, run over two Commander.” 

nor their parents will be comfortable with. days, the assessors will be look- The introduction of the fit- 
Meanwhile, it is worth noting that the Royal Marines ini- ing for five key attributes they test, based on the ‘bleep 





tial training camp at Lympstone, which you might assume 
to demand a necessarily brutal regimen if it is to turn out 
some of the world’s best-respected shock troops, has been 
singled out instead for the spiritual and moral support it 
offers to new recruits (see page 15) 

So the Chaplain of the Fleet may well be on to some- 
thing there after all 






believe make a good officer 
effective intel 
ship, communic: 
written and « 
values and servic 
In a shrinking Na 
@ TESTING TIME: officer candidates are put in a tricky situation the temptations of civvy street, 
by the Admiralty interview Board the officer corps is fighting with 


serving personnel undergo, 
nce, leader- is perhaps the most significant 
ch: e. 





















XC 
The Navy as a whole has 











pag @ NEWS FROM HMS VICTORY 


Taking tea, and 
careful notes, 
with Nelson at 
La Maddalena 


HMS Victory, Agincourt Sound, 
La Maddalena, Sardinia, 31 
December 1804. 


WO days ago | 
joined HMS 
Victory at this 
lendid anchor- 

ge. It lies on the 
north coast of Sardinia: a 
great expanse of sheltered 
water, rather like Scapa 
Flow, protected from 
storms by the surrounding 
islands. 

Lord Nelson has been using 
it as his forward base for 
almost two years now and the 
day after I arrived here he 
brought the battlefleet in, after 
nearly eight weeks constantly 
at sea 

This is supposed to be a respite 
for the ships and their crews but 
they are not doing much resting. 
The place is a hive of activity, with 
boats moving everywhere ~ collect 
ing stores from the transport ves 
sels that were waiting for them;tak- 
ing water barrels to be refilled at 
the nearby streams and transport 
ing cattle from the shore to be 
slaughtered on board the ships. 
met Lord Nelson shortly after I 
arrived on board. I was taken to 
the Victory’s great cabin ~ a spa 
cious apartment, right in the stern, 
brilliantly lit by windows running 
the full width of the ship and com- 
fortably furnished. 

At first I hardly noticed him. 
Sitting in at leather chair with 
his 







































tary 
name as I was introduced: then he 
d, so that 1 could see his 
face and the stump of his 
arm, 

capt to his feet and came to 
greet me with a friendly smile, 
shook me warmly by the hand, and 
thanked me for coming. He is not 
nearly as short as I expected: his 
figure is slim, almost boyish, but he 

















is of aver 











e 
He has a shock of 
which he wears pulled back into 
pigtail, and piercing blue eyes, 
which fix and hold yours while he is 
speaking 

Of course one of the cyes is 
blind, but it was difficult to tell 
which one (there is no obvious dis- 
figurement) until I presented him 
with my letter of introduction from 
Vavy News Editor, Jim Allaway 
T noticed that he turned his 
head slightly so that he could focus 
the left eye on the writing 

After « brief conversation, he 
passed me over to his secretary 
John Scott, who explained that’ I 
had been entered on the Vic 
muster list 








a member of the 
‘admiral's suite’, which means that 
I will be living and messing with 
Lord Nelson and his staff 

This morning I was roused by 
one-of the admiral’s servants at six 
o'clock, with a light and hot water 
for shaving and, having dressed, 1 
was shown into the admiral’s din 
cabin, where breakfast: was 

served. As the ship had just replen- 
ished her stores, there was plenty 
of excellent food — hot rolls, cold 
tongue and other meats, and tea 
served from a splendid brass urn 

The conversation was all about 
the French fleet at Toulon 
Apparently the most recent reports 
from the scouting frigates left 
watching them when the battlefleet 
came to La Maddalena, say that 
they appear to be preparing to 
leave port 

The rest of the day was spent 
getting to know my new surround- 
ings. Then, at about a quarter to 





























to the dining cabin where the loog 
mahogany table had been laid for 
16 people with some splendid sil- 
ver on display 

As we waited for the first course 
to be served, I noticed a portrait 













hanging on the bulkhead opposite 
me of a very beautiful woman, with 





ringlets, and a 


high- 
, high-busted dress. 


Lord 





and called down the table, “I see 
you are admiring my Guardian 
Angel! Gentlemen — a toast! To 
Santa Emma 
It was then that I realised that 
the portrait is of Emma Hamilton 
the admiral has a painting of his 
mistress displayed for all to see! 
And, judging by the enthusiasm 
with which the toast was drunk 
none of his officers feel any embar- 
rassment about this. 
Halfway through dinner a thin 















\e a crumpled 
K suit, slipped into 








bi vacant 
eat at the other end of the table 

ghbour explained that this 
was Dr Alexander Scott, the 


Victory’s cha 
Shortly 


ain. 
afterwards, 





the dinner 


party broke up and we all went 
onto the quarterdeck wher 
about 


we 
walking off the 





strolled 







ts of this 
when Dr Scott 
PP beside me. “His 
Lordship has asked me to explain 
he said and 
ladder lead- 
. where we 








could talk in private. 


t turns out that, as well as 
being the Victory's chap- 
lain, Dr Scott is also one of 
Lord Nelson's chief intelli- 
gence agents and he told me 

he had just returned from a meet- 

ing ashore with one of his contacts 

Of course 1 must be careful 
about how much I give away — 
especially the actual sources of the 
information. But | am able to tell 
you that the reports that the 

French are on the verge of sailing 

have been confirmed 

They have their topmasts hoist- 
ed and their battleships have 


“.. one of the 
eyes is blind 
but it was diffi- 
cult to tell 
which one 
(there is no 
obvious disfig- 
urement)...1 
noticed that he 
turned his 
head slightly 
so that he 
could focus 
the left eye on 
the writing.’ 























As announced last 
month, Dr Colin 
White will be 
spending the com- 
ing months ‘embed- 
ded’ as Navy News’ 
own correspondent 
on board HMS 
Victory as Vice 
Admiral Lord 
Nelson embarks on 
the long campaign 
to bring Napoleon’s 
navy — and his 
allied Spanish Fleet 
— to battle. 

He has just filed 
his first report... 


begun to move down the anchor- 
age, ready to sail when the wind is 
favourable. Most important, Dr 
Scott's contact has discovered that 
they have embarked troops and 
cavalry equipment, which means 
that they must be planning a land- 
ing somewhere. 

Until recently, it was thought 
that they might be planning to 
head out of the Mediterranean to 
join with other forces in the 
Channel, where we know that the 
new Emperor Napoleon is ma 
troops on the north coast of Franc 
ready for an invasion of Britain 
But now that we know that they 
have troops on board this seems 
unlikely, since they would not be 
carrying them so far. 

It now looks as if they are bound 
somewhere in the Mediterrs 























@ WAR CORRESPONDENT: 


Seated at Nelson's 
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writing 


table,Colin White files his first report from HMS Victory 


And the most likely target is our 
‘one remaining ally in this area 
the Kingdom of 

1 asked why wo were sill at 
anchor and not rushing northwards 
to block the French ficet’s route. 
Dr Scott explained that this 
anchorage is a good central posi- 
tion in which to wait until the 
intentions of the French have 
become clear. 

“Once we know in which direc- 
tion they are s * he said, “we 
will be able to shape our course to 
intercept them 

So I have obviously arrived just 
in time. The campaign is hotting up 
and everyone thinks that, if the 
French do come out as expected, 
there could be a major battle with- 
in a few days ~ probably some 
where off the uth of Sardinia. 























Q Colin White is Deputy 
Director of the Royal Naval 
Museum and currently sec- 
onded to the National 
Maritime Museum where he 
is Guest Curator for the 
Museum's major exhibition, 
Nelson & Napoléon (July 7 - 
November 13 20085). 

He will be publishing the 
results of his ground-break- 
ing Nelsonian research in 
two books next year: Nelson 
—The New Letters (April) and 
Nelson the Admiral, in asso- 
ciation with the Royal Navy 
and with a foreword by the 
First Sea Lord (September) 





Malcolm Aldridge’s book describes a lit 


so savagely uncompromising it will stun the reader. It is 
the story of distant-water trawlers that crossed the Arctic 


Circle, sailing as far north as Spitzbergen in search of fish, 

and of men who were brave enough to face all the perils of 
the Arctic. The author explains how these men had to 
work days of up to eighteen hours whilst being deluged by 
freezing spray as they operated dated and dangerous 
equipment. Working under these conditions led to a 
heavy accident and fatality rate and some paid the 
ultimate for their adventure; their ships ‘lost without 
trace’ in ferocious weather and Arctic darkness. 

At the heart of the book is a detailed log which takes 
the reader on a three week voyage on the Oratava to the 
fishing grounds off the north Cape of Norway. As the 
author recounts, this was an unforgettable voyage from 
which he was lucky to return. 


Malcolm Aldridge was born in Norfolk and educated at Yarmouth Grammar School. On 
leaving school at sixteen he spent seven years working in various fields of trade and industry. He 
later returned to education, training to be a PE teacher at Keswick Hall, Norwich and went on to 
gain a BA in History & Education with the Open University. 
Still working in education, the author now lives in Beccles, Suffolk. His many interests include 
keeping fit, mountain and fell walking, marine and landscape oil painting and travel. 


ISBN 1 84394 01 


Please send me 


Send this order form to: 


or fax your order on: 


oe 


158 pages 





~~ Copylies) of 728 North 378 East. Please send the book{s) to the following 





Post Code 


aa enclose a cheque/PO with your order for £14.95/€22 per book + postage 
and packing (per book) £2.50 within the UK and £2.95 for overseas 





Serendipity, Suite 530, 37 Store Street, Bloomsbury, London, WCE 70F 
‘or phone in your order on: 0845 130 2434 
(0845 130 2434 
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© Fireball 45: (Above) The _pyrotech- 
nic wizardry of Condor Troop, 45 
Commando's attached Royal Engineer 
unit, provides a stunning backdrop for 
two Royals charging the NME front line 


Pictures: PO(Phot) Tam 
McDonald. 3 Cdo Bde. and 


LA(Phot) “Stubbsy’ Stubbens. 
45 Cdo 


@ Mortar, mortar eve- 













ILHOUETTED 

against the or- 

ange glow of 

the pre-dawn sky, a 
machine-gun section 
palicesties a metallic 
ail. 


Red tracer hurtles through 

the sky, spinning wildly as it 
ricochets off the rocks. 
Convoys of Humvees rumble 
through the valley below, packed 
with green berets, followed by the 
even louder rumble of MI Abrams 
battle tanks, churning up the dust 
tracks 

Overhead Cobra gunships loose 
4 volley of rockets before roaring 
off 

The whoosh, whoosh, whoosh of 
rtar fire mingles with the chatter 
the general-purpose machine 
guns 

One, two, three, four. The hill- 
side two kilometres away is envel 
oped in a circle of smoke and dust 
as the accurate mortar fire obliter- 
ates the enemy position. 

‘A few seconds later the sound 
wave from the explosion drifts 
across the ravine to the observation 
post. Boom, boom, boom, boom 

This is not I 


















q. This is not 
Afghanistan. This is the United 
States. This is Twentynine Palms in 
the Mojave desert, barely two hours 
from Los Angeles. This is the ulti- 
mate place to prepare a marine for 
front-line combat. This is the acid 
test, bar war itself 

For a month, the 600-plus men 
of 45 Commando and their sup- 
porting Army units were guests of 
the US Marine Corps as the Royals 
simulated full combat in the rugged 
f the Mojave (pronounced 

) 

The USMC base at ‘Twentynine 
Palms ~ the Marine Corps Air 
Ground Gombat Center to give it 
its correst title = is 930 square miles 
of desert where you can call upon 
just about everything inthe conven 
tional weapons arsenal. 

For Exercise Black Horse, the 
Arbroath-based Royals could count 
on support from Cobra helicopter 
gunships, RAF Tornado and US 
B1 bombers, battle tanks, field ar- 
























ROYAL MARINES of 
punishing Caltiomien dl 
US counterparts. Gileh 


“Live firing is the 
acid test of a marine’s 
ability. It's hard work, 
but it’s also very re- 
warding,” said 45's 
Commanding Officer 
Lt Col Nick Lindley 
“It's a complex bu: 












nclicopters, 
a with marine 
operations, We don't a 
have a chance of doing 

it in the UK. Comin 
here has been eye-opening 

«d. The US Ma 
rines are ned armed force 
with their own armour, air support 
even ships (not much call for the latte 
in the desert though). 

They can call upon firepower ou 
Royals can only dream of = and in ; 
world where the two marine force 
increasingly fighting side-by-side, a 
exercise through the Mojave desert 
an ideal way of perfecting co-ope! 
tion. 

















Twentynine Palms may be the per 
fect facility, but it is not perfect terra 
to wage war over. 

“The lads were probably ex- 
pecting sand dunes,” said Lt 
Col Lindley 

“It’s a barren, rocky environ- 
ment with a lot of beasties 

and on top of that you're 
recreating war fighting 











/ 





not a desert 
of endless 
rolling sand 
dunes. This 
is a reddish . 
desert, of 
hills and 
troughs, gul 
lies, where 
the ground 
isn't soft 
rainy sand, 
Lit A sort of 





rywhere... (Left) A com- 
mando mortar crew lay 
down a barrage on an 
NME position 


© Armoured support: 
(Below) A US Marine 
Corps. M1_ Abrams 
Main Battle Tank trun- 


dles through the early- 
es] morning haze 
= 


tillery, mortars and light and hea rocky scree, @ Well it's a lot eas! 
eR Tr aaa dificult to Commando clamber 


gets, minus the enemy. 


walk upon, Side in the Mojave 


‘A barren, rocky environment w 


WHATEVER you do, don't squash 


a turtle. 
With all the bombs, mortars, 
machine-gun bullets and ord- 


African honey bees: if 
it emits a chemical which attracts 
the entire hive to the scene. 


commando unit's medics. 

“In 14 days we saw 350 
patients,” said Surg Lt Jamie 
Phillips, 45's medical officer. 
“Skin rashes, infections, sunburn, 
fractures. Not surprisingly heat 
illnesses are the biggest problem 
out here. 

By day temperatures were 
touching 40°C — more than 100°F. 





40ibs or so of kit 
around in that sort of heat 


the tro 











cho 
of 


water - roughly a gallon pa 
and you're on the rer 
wenieoh ieavey tale. = 
fo compensate, the men 
were drinking ing 
of 10 litres every day in rifle, 
field. the me 
“What's really important is in its mod 
that the lads look out for each front-line troo 
other,” Surg Lt Phillips added. bly in this des: 
“It's not a sign of weakness to go 
illness.” 
The heat poses more of a prob- 
lem than simply dehy- 
dration. It's a bacterial paradise. 
Cuts rapidly become infected if 
not treated properly. 
The conditions too are punish- 
‘on the marines’ kit, added to 
by the fact that 45 Cdo was using 
n 3; the mechan- 


said logistics company com: 
mander Maj Jon Clare. “Humvees 
don't carry spares, so that's obvi- 
ously a problem. General wear 
and tear is two or three times. 
worse than in the UK." 
Exhausting too is supporting 
the front line. Beyond the 6,000 
litres of water sent forward daily, 
upwards of 1,800 ration packs 
(or Meals Ready to Eat as the 
Americans prefer) were sent to 
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om ons month in ths 
nesses whh ther 


and think it’s really good — but then 
they still want to swap some kit with 
us. It's not all one way 
ngs... aybe not, The work out here has actually 
one ridge looks very much like n harder than Iraq or Afghanistan. 
the next But once you start putting the rounds 
“It is really harsh terrain,” down, you forget about the effort and 
explained 23-year-old Mne enjoy the experiens 
Michael Horrox from Man- ‘The rounds were ‘put down’ on the 
chester. “Even in Afghanistan  NME (enemy, get it?), the fictional fac 
there Was some gree tion threatening the stability of the re 
FH» you get down and you're torn gion. The commandos were sent in to 
EZ" _obitsifyoutry tomove along _ the deal with them. 
the ground. Twentynine Palms’ Commandin; 
A few miles behind the ‘front line’ Officer, Brig Gen Rick Zilmer, speni 
nm guns of Sphinx Battery, 29 two years on exchange with the Royals 
gt Royal Artillery ~ the army in Poole so he knows the capability o 
reen berets = un- the green berets. 


leShells ‘hurl om ike barrel, gq Thelreputation te without 
rate it's equal,” the brigadier said un- 
Be reservedly. “45 Commando are 
outstanding soldiers.” 

For the brigadier, exercises such as 

rs have all passed the All Black Horse are cru- 

‘ms Commando Course which cial in the 21st century 

theatre 
"We see very few cri- 


and the familiar smell of 


pay y © | see a great big silhouette of a 

lained Sgt Richard Bocick. “ ses in the future which man... (Above) The imposing sight 

the pride. will not involve val of US armour preparing to attack 

Most of the guys in the battery _ tion. Combat is not the NME positions and (left) scorched 

ives who were marines, sO to work out co- earth: the desert burns as 45 Com- 
operation. This is the mando prepares to move off 


place to do that. It's 
The family feel- nner's paradise ~ but 
ing extends to _ it's also extremely hard f " 
the US troops, who Work,” he added 
shared base camp. with Brig Gen Zilmer’s 
the Royals during the — base is the first strand 


exercise of Black Horse for 45: 


The US the commandos have ae mls pecine Ce 
marines wre since moved on to the has sent its men 


¢ ow ‘ E 5 Twentynine Paims for the final battle 
neh uh c rue Ponce aah af : <9 seelpX5 hardening before front-line deploy- 
equate us more 10 operate at altitudes i SISTERS olts about 120 miles eset 
with theirspecial upwards of 12,000ft of Los Angeles, 200 or so miles from 
forces. They are So has the ‘acid test the pleasure paradise of Las Vegas, 
of live firing been worth andion the euge of the Joshua tree 
National Park (yes, that Joshua Tree, 
and despite the impression U2 gav: 
there's more than one of them). 

The town itself — named, not 
surprisingly, after the ubiquitous 
palm trees (there were actually only 
26 of them though when someone 

added; ready to Lyset did a survey shortly after the place 
Sometimes oor Ut Cal Li ape P : ; was settled) — is a fairly nondescript 
around world « Col Lindley ‘ > place which relies heavily on the 
neighbouring military base. 

You don't find barbers here, rather 

combat barbers. Would that be a 


ith a lot of beasties’ Sedans aiid 
sir? 


The sprawling base - the Marine 
ee 
ps in the field each And although this is desert, iter — on mn 
each green beret it cannot be trashed. 45 has to edge of the town. Besides a 
mps through three —_ leave the Mojave pretty much as 
the US-supplied it found it. 
ks a day - plus “Don't forget the vast amounts 
gular re-supplies of of rubbish Eee which have 
to be brought back and environ- 
mentally sorted for disposal,” subsidiary camps 
Maj Clare added. “It’s all akin to ‘serve as bases for the visiting 
solving a huge Chinese puzzie at units exe ‘on the ranges. 
“amt peeled every step of the exercise.” mando 
form by 
. It fired admira- @ No, | tell you it's not the aurora 


borealis... (Below) On the gunline at 
dawn 


FOR 52 years, the US Marine Corps 


it? 45°s Commandin; 

Offficer is in no doubt 
The experience has 
1» our been invaluable, It's 
id Cpl been a steep learning 
urve, but now we have 
Neil a very competent unit 


And even here, in the appar- 
ent middle of nowhere, there 
was a shop, gym, washeteria 
(or laundromat if you pre- 
fer), cinema, church, even a 
Chinese take-away and, er, 
souvenir stall. 

‘On the ranges, the exercis- 
ing troops can call upon battle 
tanks, armoured personne! 
carriers, 155mm howitzers. 

What you expect to find 
on a battlefield, you will find 
at Twentynine Palms - even 
UAVs, the unmanned spy- 
planes circling the troops 
below. 

Oh, and there's an airfield 
too, supporting 3,600 hours of 
flight operations a year - guz~ 
zling five million gallons of fuel 
in the process. 


© Pre-dawn patrol: (Above) A solitary marine surveys the rugged Mojave terrain from the top 
of a ridge 
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Af Your Leisure 


Admiral Byng — star turn 
at ghostly 
Greenwich 


OES the ghost 


of Admiral 
Byng haunt the 
old Naval 





College at 
Greenwich? Malcolm 
Godfrey thinks it might. 

In his intriguing little book- 
let Walking Ghostly 
Greenwich he points out that 
the Admiral famously executed 
pour encourager les autres has 
been spotted there more often 
than any other resident spirit. 

In 1756 John Byng was 
despatched, with a woefully inade 
quate squadron, to defend 
Minorca. He engaged the French 
ficet, suffered severe losses and 
withdrew leaving the colony to its 
fate in French hands. 

On his return to Gibraltar, he 
was arrested and escorted back to 
England to face charges that car 
ried a mandatory death penalty 
The purpose was to draw attention 
away from inept leadership by the 
Government of the day (among 
way had a number 


whom Byng anywa 
‘ @: cs) 
martialled, found guilty 


and shot by firing squad, Byng had 
carlier been incarcerated in Queen 
Anne Court = and his shade has 
returned there ever since, at one 
time so frequently that some staff 
actually submitted a request for an 
exorcism to be carried out 

However, he is not a malevolent 
spirit he recently demonstrat 
ed to an electrician who met him in 
the basement 

The man actually described the 
experience to Godfrey, who was 
doing a stint as "Duty Officer’ in 
the building, immediately after it 
happened. 

“Excuse me, can I ask you a 
question?” 1 looked up from my 
desk, and framed in the doorway 
stood a man dressed in white over- 
alls, his pallor matching his atire. 
He was the electrician supposed to 
be working within Queen Anne 
Court, on a minor rewiring task, 
and looked as if he had given him 
self an electric shock 



































“I offered him a seat, which he 
declined, ‘Are you alright?" I asked, 
expecting a negative response. 
Almost breathless now, he repeat: 
ed that he needed to ask me a 
question because of something 
that had just happened. 

“After a deep, steadying breath 
he explained that he had been 
kneeling in one of the rooms on 
the first floor, in the process of fit- 
ting some new electrical sockets 
with his tool roll laid out beside 
him, 

“Working quietly, in a world of 
his own, he suddeniy realised that 
his tools were being handed to 
him. He had thought himself alone 
in the building, after letting him- 
self in and locking the door behind 
him. 

He described his ‘assistant’ as 
friendly old man in uniform’ who 
J not spoken, but had smiled 
1d nodded in benign acknowl- 
edgement. The 
caused the electric 
eyes briefly, and when he opened 
them, the old man had vanished, 
The uniform he described, a frock 
coat with gold braid and gold but 
tons, sounded similar to to those 
worn by residents when the 
College had been the Royal 
Hospital for Seamen. 


















C lhe electrician had 
looked around for 
the old man, and 
had sought me out 
to ascertain 
whether anyone fitting that 
description could be working on 
site that day. To my knowledge, the 
only person regularly in the 
College and possessing a uniform 
remotely resembling the one worn 
by the clectrician’s elderly help- 
mate, was the Yeoman of the 
Painted Hall, who dressed by day 
in ciwies, his uniform being pre- 
served for ceremonial occasions 
only 
“The Yeoman was on duty that 
day, showing visitors around, cer- 
tainly not in uniform in or any- 
where near Queen Anne Court. 
“The electrician and I spoke 





fora while, seeking a practical rea 
son to explain the presence of the 
old man, and it gradually dawned 
‘on us both that this manifestation 
may not have been of the material 
world. The electrician decided to 
sit down after all.” 

Another sighting possibly relat- 
ed to Byng occurred in the Queen 
Anne Court basement. 

“A member of the maintenance 
staff had just finished work there 
and was preparing to leave, carry- 
ing his tools and a small ladder. As 
he approached the exit, he saw 
someone holding the door open 
for him. Grateful for the 
unprompted assistance, the main- 
tenance man proceeded through 
the doorway and turned to say 
thank you. 

“He was shocked to find nobody 
there, and vowed never to enter 
the "basement again. He was 
unable to give a description of the 
friendly doorman, but this episode 
bears a remarkable similarity to 
the electrician’s experience, 

Admiral Byng, it is said, was 
held in the North 
cled to a wall by a window that 
overlooked the Thames: During 
the Navy's tenure of the college, 
apartments in the Pavilion were 
occupied by senior officers. When 
one of the cleaning staff heard 
footsteps on the stone staircase 
outside the apartment in which she 
was working, she assumed it was a 
colleague working in an adjacent 
apartment 

“However, when she went out- 
side she was shocked to find 
nobody there. She was very scared 
and shaken by this strange occur- 
rence and stated that she would 
never clean in those particular 
apartments again. 


2 Walking — Ghostly 
Greenwich Part 1 is available 
from Malcolm Godfrey at £4.99, 
from Linear House, Peyton Place, 
Greenwich SE10 8RS. He is cur- 
rently researching a book on nauti- 
cal ghosts and is interested to hear 
from anyone who has had experi 
ences with the supernatural, at sea 
or ashore. 


























Stuck for a gift idea? Need the ideal gift for an ex Navy perso 


Look no further for that perfect present. 
Raunchy, colourful, verbal and very true to life. 


“When I was on the TARTAR — Black Cat stories as told by Jack’ 
Written by ex-matelot Michael Payne with the cover by the Famous ‘Tug’. 


The reviews for this unique and lively tale include: This book 1s utterly authentic. It reads like 
4 naval version of Men Behaving Badly’ and is the absolute cpitome of lower deck in the 
seventie. | found it intensely readable, well written and | thoroughly enjeyed it 


[Royal Naval Museum's Reviewer a former Naval Commander} 


The foreword is by Admiral Sir (John) Jeremy Black GBE, KCD, DSO 
(Commander-in-Chief, Naval Home Command — 1989-91 

Who writes: “This sory is postwser, mo epic battles..... there is much about having 4 good time, 
much drinking, joking, testing the limsis of tolerance — sometimes of comrades, sometimes of those 


in command. 


Some readers may find the lameuage offensive 
will know the author is portraying life as it really is... 
memoria of their own experience 


anyone whe has served 
For ex-matelots this book will revive 


Others will find is enlightening 


Now for a limited time this unique literary work is available to you 
You will not find it in the bookshops, you will not find it in the local library 


You can only get it direct from the author's supplier via mail order. 
The Price? A mere £19.99 plus P+P [total £23.00]. Reserve your copy NOW! 


Send your 


theques, postal orders or cash [registered post only] to: 
Libra Management, Libra Lodge, Laing Gardens, Broxburn, West Lothian, EH52 6XU. 
Email any enquines to sales#libramanagement.com or tel 0845 6653006 and ask for Libra Management sales. 











@ HAUNTED: the interior of Queen Anne Court, looking toward the pavilion where 
Admiral Byng was held captive 


JUST FOR THE DURATION 


JUST over a million people — 923,000 
men and 86,000 women — served in the 
Royal Navy during World War I. 

With the outbreak of war, the Navy 
needed a massive injection of man- 
power — and to end thousands of 
‘hostilities only’ servicemen and women 
were recruited. 


ries, these new recruits were rapid 
trained in the Navy's different speciali- 
sations, pe | engineering, gunnery 
and flying, il as the basics of sea- 
manship and naval discipline. 

Using eyewitness accounts and previ- 
ously unpublished research, in 
Hostilities Only — Training the Wartime 
Royal Navy (National Maritime Museum 
£14.99) Brian Lavery reveals the sheer 
scale of this unprecedented operation 
and recounts the experiences of men 
and women who were plunged into a 
challenging and unfamiliar environ- 
ment. 


These ine: 


xperienced recruits would 

serve only for the duration of the war in 

Britain's real citizen navy. Many had 

never been to sea before; some could 
not even swim. 

All over Britain, in former Butlins hol- 

iday camps, hotels, schools and facto- 


Soameionaia also be flag, light = nd satisnnicrels ees pe 
may sent 5 or sound. le signals are fo 
haps the most important code and are understood international ; Each letter 
od alphabet except R is a message when sent individually. many 
oe ee newer le te From the 4th edition of Reed's Skipper's Handbook 
for and Power by Maicoim (Adiard Coles Nautical £7.99) 
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THE ONE AN 


THE ONLY aircraft actually built the Royal Navy is the 
still surviving Mitchell-Proctor Kittiwake XW784(‘-/LS') 
seen at the Lee-on-Solent Air ;, July 24 1971. It was con- 
structed by RN apprentices at RNAS Arbroath with final 
completion at Lee, and is powered by a 100hp Rolls Royce 
Continental 0-200-A engine. 

Career details are included with those of all Fleet Air Arm 
Fixed-Wing Aircraft Since 1946, the definitive guide assem- 
bled by Ray Sturtivant with Mick Burrow and Lee Howard, 
available to Air-Britain members at £32.50 (£48 to non - 
members) from Air-Britain (Historians) Ltd, 41 Penshurst 
Rd, Leigh, Tonbridge, Kent TN11 BHL 


Honours list 
long overdue 


AT LAST a complete listing of ships awarded Battle Honours has 
been compiled and publ shied under the official sponsorship of 
the Naval Historical Branch. 

For Honours of the Navy (Maritime Books £19.95) Ben 
Warlow has provided a complete list of those actions considered worthy 
of this recognition, together with the names of those HM ships awarded 





re the Fleet Air Arm squadrons, the ships of the Royal 
and, where applicable, the names of merchant ships 

awarded an Honour 

The detailed philosophy of the 
explanatory notes. 

The only previous official publication was in 1954 and was limited to 
the honours awarded to ships and squadrons then extant 

So this book will become a major reference book and source document 
for historians and researchers ~ and for Navy News 





awards is included together with 








MAKING» 
WAVES 


© From December 1 the complete six part TV series series 
Emily Hamilton, is available exclusively on DVD from Navy News 
£1 from each copy sold will be donated to King George's Fund 
‘on to www.navynews.co.uk and order from our secure online 


on page 4. Allow 28 days for delivery. 
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At Your Leisure 








Private journal reveals 
real life Jack Aubrey 





BAS on the previously 
tinpablichod private journal of 
Capt Graham Moore, Tom 
Warcham’s study of the experi 
ences of a Frigate 
Commander (Pen & Sword 
£19.99) provides a real life 
model for Patrick O'Brien's 
Jack Aubrey 


full cooperation of the 








Moore was one of the ‘star cap- 
tains’ who served continuously as a 
frigate commander from 1793. 
1804. 

His carly carcer took him to 
Newfoundland and he later served 
with Sir William Sidney Smith's 
squadron operating off the north 
coast of France 

He was present during the Naval 
mutiny at Spithead and helped to 
Gestroy the French fleet off Ireland 
in 1798. 

His most famous action was in 
September 1804 when his 
squadron captured a Spanish 
frigate squadron carrying a fortune 
in treasure 


BOOKS FOR CHRISTMAS 


= HARRIER CARRIERS 


| Vol 1 


@ Capt Graham Moore 


HMS INVINCIBLE 


My Net MeCart 


The story of the first of the Royal Navy’s new 
reneration of aircraft carers from first 
commassoning 18 1980, through the Fall lands 
‘War and up to the present day. Well illustrated, 
includes a colour section of photographs of 
Invincible 
Price £19.95+ pap, ISBN 1 901225 08 9 


FEARLESS & INTREPID 
1965-2002 


By Net MeCart 


The careers of the Royal Navy's first purpose 

ult assault ships are covered sn full. Well 
illustrated. including colour photographs 
Price £24.00+ p&p. ISBN 1 991225 07 0 


Also Still Available in Hardback: 


COLOSSUS-CLASS AIRCRAFT CARRIERS £24.00 + P&P 

HIMS HERMES 1923 & 1959 £24.00 + P&P 

HIMS EAGLE 1942-1978 C1895 + PRP 

IMS VICTORIOUS 1969 £21.00 + PAP 

THREE ARK ROYALS 1938-1999 €23.00 + Par 

TIGER, LION & BLAKE 1942-1986 (21.50 + PAP 

ILLUSTRIOUS & IMPLACABLE AIRCRAFT CARRIERS £23.00 + P&P 
HMS VANGUARD 1944-1960 BRITAIN’S LAST BATTLESHIP £19.95 + P&P 
HIMS GLORY 1944-1961 £19.95 + PAP 


UK AF or (450 er wets 








NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 


LARGE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES: 
‘SHOP OPEN 10-4 (SATURDAY 10-1) 


SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 


PERISCOPE 
PUBLISHING Lrp. 


For details, 


log om to: 
rere periacopepublshing com 
Or write to Periscope Publishing, 
33 Barwis Terrace, Penzance, 
Cornwall TRIS 2AW 





‘our current titles, 








‘Tel/Fax: 01736 330769 osmosis — 
containing. personal stories, humour 

= cruelty. Video, Final Farewell 

WRITE YOUR LIFE STORY - before establishment demolished 





We can develop your 1 
into a handsome book for the 
Call Wendy at Bound Biog 
01428 643591 or 
WendyBB @compuserve.com 





stocks dwindling. John 





Comwall TR16 6NX. Leave ¢ 
01209 860 541 
jobn.douglas@ gangesworld.com 





Go Online @ www.navynews.co.uk 












































Bismarck’s 
Oscar had 
nine lives 





OSCAR, cat mascot of the 
Bismarck, survived the 
‘of the battleship 

in 1941 and was rescued 
by HMS Cossack. 
When Cossack herself 
‘sank in October that year, 
Oscar was transferred to 
the carrier Ark Royal. 
After she was , 





the rest of his nine lives 
in a Sailors’ Home. 

His portrait by 
Georgina Shaw Baker, 
who painted many ani- 
mals that distinguished 
themselves in both world 
wars, is included in 
Animals at Sea, a charm- 
ing little book by Liza 

lished by the 


National Maritime 





CHRISTMAS BARGAINS 


Lodge Hill, Liskeard PL14 4EL 


\LL OUR PRICES INCLUDE 
Uk POSTAGE 


RARE AND OUT OF PRINT 
NAUTICAL BOOKS 


ON LINE AT 
www.melarenbooks.co.uk 


Cataoqend tae tad promos estncted het 


SERENDIPITY 
Fist Floor. 37/89 Victoria Road, 


Darlington, OLY SSF 


Fa farther dts mew 
Melrose Books (ref: NN) 

St. Thomas Place 
Ely, Cambridgeshire, (B7 4G, UK | 
| 

MELROSE \ 
BOOKS 





| Pheoe 01353 646608 Fax: 01353 646602 
| Lene maimetronebocks co. | 
| 

“mamma | 
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© Type 42 destroyer HMS 
smouth for the last time before 


Glasgow gals 
say goodbye 


THE GLASGOW _ branch 
of the Association of Wrens 
made a special effort to bid 
farewell to Type 42 destroyer 
HMS Glasgow during her fast 
visit to her namesake city. 

The ship's female officers and 
ratings hosted their antecedents 
from the service during the week 
long visit to the Scottish cit 

Commanding officer, Cdr Mike 
Wainhouse, said: “How apt it was 
that our last port visit as a serv- 
ing warship should have been to 
Glasgow. 

“We are extremely proud of the 
links we have developed with our 
affiliated city and which we have 
underlined this week. | am sure 
that the Royal Navy will continue 
to maintain strong links with the 
city and | hope that Glasgow will 
continue to support the Royal 





(le 
wll 
ith 


H 


enters her home port of Port- 
early next year 





connections built over many 







see the final decom- 
{ the three destroy: 
lasgow, Newcastle and 
Cardiff, all of whom step aside to 
make space for the future ‘Type 45 
destroyers. 


Dog double at 
Devonport 
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The MOD Police Devonport and Suet Mirren as Gas aM 
Dartmouth Dog Units 1 keep sportemnan, one of hes career highpowts: 
creased their canine numbers #98 _Detween 1993-06 when he served 


by two with the arrival of Ger 
man Shepherd puppics Lilly and Gavan Cartined Sertces and Grater 


Murphy. Prendents XV October 31 
The two pups, both 10 months c.f Rem Gat Genel at 


old, were donated to the unit and = of 876 Troop, 
are slowly being taught their trade, Completed 
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and attended 
in Tokyo. WMS Gambia Assocation Aged 
79 October 5 

Ray Beaing. Worthing. vice president 
Septoria 9 


Yangtze 
2 1949, Aged 91 

Navy. The two are part of national “7"™"? naan Tachuet Gorge, 

The two have very close MOD Police puppy programme. = 












Bray Pace Piet. East Inches Fleet Aged tt 
* eos === so a1 Nees on ot 
Frank Davis. CPO. Servecs 1937-62. HAAS, on 
St Breton Gay Asnociation, served i ship as mi a 2008. Wal swap for any Portsmouth based 
Bitler 1960-61. Stwos incude St Vincent. Robert John ‘Robbie’ Holmes. Type 23.0 wnat ip. 
Ramen. Victory, ‘Saunders. Omuttens, founder menour Gusrra Star Served ? POW V. Norton. Contact: 94651 3577. 
Bruce, Boner, indomfable, Warlor Awarded 56m Cockade, Fathowm and MLs Aged &3. Ora: MCTC Colchester Wit any 
7 t 
viamos E Wyatt. POME Served n 19508 founder member Served it on Chants 
and COs, Ships cluded Rakegh Guawark. Staton. Aged 09. November 1 
Novena 2m Bab. PO" Stoker. Served ann 
Ken Tuck. HIS Crane Association, destroyers. Aged 84 6 
rete “Glanfred Jones. Hartow. Served 1043 
‘Arther ‘Jan’ Pope. WMS Crane 46 September 
Roger "Joe" Fotkes. 
“Joe 

Aamociation, 1952-55 

Rodway. HS 
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(please refer to the table opposite for price): £20.50 
Send the co f and w 
nd the completed form and payment a ilinwar 40 years ago 


UK Three £44.00 ‘Service history when she became the first boat 


to sail tough the 
as* 2, miles north of Cape 
Overseas* One £24.50 her through narrow channels surrounded by 
Overseas* Two £43.00 “lofty white mountains”. The submarine 
accompanying a squadron 
Overseas* Three £50.00 on a goodwil tour 
“Overseas Surface Mail including Republic of Ireland. ‘C-in-C South America and South 


Gurope, Canada, USA & Australasia 
(Nirmal! rates avaiable on request) 30 years ago 
- oO 
J enclose a Cheque/Postal Order/International Money Order Lsrsre ens etir 
made payable to ‘Navy News’ for: Devonport, especially those going on deploy- 
£ | (€ Sterling) Just four spaces : 
‘or pay by Visa/Mastercard/Delta/Switch using the class frigates (complement 
ieee peer HMS Ark Royal (complement 
Rae annot e to build a multi-storey car park. 
(Country: Due 10 admunuitration conti, 4 refund cannot be geven if The y @ Sragits 
Tel No: the subscription 1s cancelled during the first i months, Oe ae ee 


ae and thereafter would be subject t @ £5.00 Admin charge. around the UK, fresh out of Swan 

emai — 

= This is a new subscription media party joined Ark for the 3, 
Renewed subscription 





Start my subscription from month: 





www.navynews.co.uk 
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Richmond takes the 
weather with he 


SGinesr in frigate HMS Richmond are obviously 
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fans of rock band Crowded House . . . everywhere 
they go they seem to take the weather with them. 

The hurricane-busters arrived in the Caribbean island 
of St Vincent to help inhabitants celebrate 25 years of 
independence, only to find ominous skies dominating 
the island. 

The sailors formed up in a cricket stadium to be 
inspected by the Governor General Sir Frederick 
Ballantyne, who also took the salute from a Colour party 
marching past a dais. 

Besides pertorming official duties, Richmond's crew 
headed over to the leeward side of St Vincent to what 
was the set for the Hollywood blockbuster Pirates of the 
Caribbean. 

‘Although some time has passed since the filming, 
some of the stages and buildings remain and the area is 
unusually free of any commercial activity to capitalise on 
the attraction,” said the frigate’s weapon engineer officer 
Lt Cdr Rob Fulford. 










of the film — and the setting 
io welcome back the crew for the 





tay was punctuated by frequent show 
the that always Ne 


8 - dis 
and sunny in the 














se anothe 
3 one of the W 
sant breeze b 
less intense. 

Richmond arrived at Curacao, otherwise known as the 
Dutch Antilles (the advert for Amstel beer is a dead give- 
away) for a break from sustained periods of counter drug 
patrols 

The spell alongside gave the ship's divers a good 
training opportunity in a fairly concentrated programme 
while the leisure facilities on the island gave the many 
sports divers on the ship the chance to explore reefs and 
feed sharks in a controlled environment 

HMS Richmond hit the headlines in September as the 
first relief effort on the scene (with accompanying tanker 
RFA Wave Ruler) in Grenada and Grand Cayman after 
Hurricane Ivan devastatingly swept through the islands. 
She returns to Portsmouth this month 





rt of call, Curacao, lived up to its 





day a 





d make the heat of 








@ HMS Richmond arrives in Curacao for some serious 
(inset) and not so serious diving 
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In order to commemorate the bicentenary of 
The Battle of Trafalgar, 
the theme for the 2005 calendar is Battles of the Royal 
Navy, featuring 12 battles from the 18th to the 20th 
centuries and the ships and units involved. 


Tastefully designed, and finished with high grade gloss 
cover and matt coated inner pages, this popular format is 
practical, informative and modern 
For this year the Navy News calendar features a new, 
easy to use, ‘Day Planner’ format. 









Or write to - The Business Manager, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants PO1 3HH JANUARY. 





Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be 
made by cheque/internationsl Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn on a UK bank 
Or for payment by Credit Card/Switch, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4 
Note: ern not shown actual size 





e-mail: merchandising@navynews.co.uk www.navynews.co.uk 
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Royal Naval Association 


Hearty appetite fo 
battle — and Pickle 


ae 
Vals 






































atmosphere as “cor perd specs Greenwich 2 

diale’ as an embrace, the M« HL aw Day ser arate ; “" = ig a 
Aquitaine branch hosted a ! re = im F 7 john Mead. 
luncheon, presided over b car . - Andrew Fair 
chairman S/M Ken Napier, to =a - account of 
celebrate the anniversary of cid F ans 5 
Trafalgar reprct @ Aquitaine branch hosted Association president Vice Admiral 

=F ! ‘ ; k mean John McAnally (centre) at their Trafalgar lunch in France 

he Association's president a kay vening cnded © 
Vice Admiral John McAnally present Nelson b by the popula death on the Victory, wmed by There w . 
with Vice Admiral Dambeur . a a Far oa alore ~ and Comish pasties on the 
t . vy. and more thea a $a mement occasion, supper menu. 
he French Navy and more than for Nelson's burial in St Pau Care Picton was presented with an The Association pr t, Vice 
80 shipmates representing RNA _Dinner engraved crystal and a copy of the Admiral John McAnally t of 
branches and those of the French Annette Picton, the World War II poems of S/M Bernard honour at the Inverness 





his battles and who were buried 





equivalent — AMMAC -— thor ert seiing otten ta Hallas before she left nner, was joined by the ( 
oughly enjoyed the occasion Hospital, were commemor = wa & nat Shales pat Somme ene ene a 









IN CONTRAST, THE AIR IN Saabas Seaamesnmadincmmaicomenncn 
ODERN NUCLEAR SUBS 6H? 


hip decommission: 


Though it was an occasion for 


«IT WAS A RELIEF 

FOR THE MEN TO 
SURFACE AND 

BREATHE FRESH AIR... 


Naval Quirks 


fellowship, members 


In recognition of his 20 years ser- of the branch could not conceal their 
vice in the 


with a cu 


ir, he was presented 





adness at the loss of “their 


Sir Teddy Tw 





nd was s0 Overcome 





he almost wept 
What aroused great interest and 
discussion at the Bexhill-on-Sea 


branch was not the menu of roast beef 


CREWS FIND THE 


AND "THE LARGELY OUTSIDE AIR SMELLY! 


UNWASHED CREWS... 





Your friendl 
affordable 
London Club 


* Close to Marble 
* Concessionary } 


The Victory Services Club, 
63/79 Seymour Street 
London W2 2HF 


Tel:+44 (0)20 7723 4474 
Fax: +44 (0)20 7724 1134 
Email: info@vsc.co.uk 
Web: www.vsc.co.uk 











Arch and Oxford Street 
¢ Affordable room rates 
* Choice of restaurants and bars 
>P Car Park rates 
* Function rooms for dinners, receptions, 
reunions and private parties 


THE VICTORY SERVICES CLUB 


Membership Open to all Retired and Serving Members 


of the Armed Forces and their widows and widowers 














Deeside 
push out 
the boat 


for party 


THEY 5 





hed out the boat to mai 





iversary of the comm 
Deeside branct 


the SOth a 





of the 199th anniversary 
Trafalgar, was a bumper celebration 

It kicked off on the evenin; 
Saturday October 
Sir David Luce 
Deeside Naval ( 














The guests 
MP for A 

Se W Assembi 
3 he Ri Air F 
Club for ‘a feast” prep 





ardess Mrs A. Davie 

The branch was presented with it 
icate by SMM ( 
Hutton, secretary No 10 Area, and in 
the absence of the branch chairman 
S/M F. Bookin proposed the Toast. 

A thank you to all who made the 
occasion such a success and to No 
10 Area for their generous donation 
of Tots 


Themed menu 


LEICESTER branch celebrated 
Trafalgar Day with a themed dinner 
and dance, when the function room 
at the Coach and Horses Inn was 
decorated with flags and ensigns 

Staff in period costume served an 
“excellent” meal, —_ including 
Villeneuve thick country broth and 
Battle of Trafalgar beef in a red wine 
sauce. 





Sth Ge 








and trimmings, but the grim rations 
seamen serving under Nelson were 
expected to live on for a week — these 
were detailed on the 
programme 

In the past year, members have 
raised £2,050 for naval charities 

The upper lounge 
British Legion was pac 
ty for the annual celeb 
by the Redruth and Camborne 
branch 

The guest of honour was Cdr 
Stanton of RNAS Culdrose, who was 
ed by hi 
g the merriment and laugh 
ter the occasion inspired were mem: 
bers of the Penzance, Falmouth. 
St Austell and Helston branche 
the Ganges Association, the Merchant 
Navy and members of the WOs* and 
CPOs" Mess Culdrose, 
president and chairman of Redruth 
Royal British Legion. 





fh souvenir 











as welll as the 





at the branch Tra 
brations. 
Waterlooville branch held its first 
Pickle Night on November 11, at 
which the function room had been 
«med to replicate the lower 
deck of the armed schooner HMS 
Pickle, which brought the news of 
victory at Trafa and the death of 
Nelson ~ back to Britain. 
Branch president 
Morton was guest of honour, and all 














Commodore 









members present received a 
ng which a 

je was presented 
ach tabl 


members detailed 


isual display of the 


gun, with 





represented 
off 
gun captain, mess 








un crew. 





complete wit 


‘ook and beer bosun, who helped 
dish out the food and drinks 
A £1 fine (more if the case was 





argued) was introduced for misde 





meanours, which raised more than 
£180 for charity 





in our 
October edition was the 
destroyer HMS Jutland, origi- 
nally due to be known as HMS 
Maiplaquet. 

The winner was Mr D. Taylor, of 
Colchester, who wins our £50 
prize. 

This month's mystery ship 
was powered by diesel oil, 
though judging by her name 
you could be forgiven for think- 
ing she used a different fuel. 

Correctly identifying this 


The mystery ship 


patrol craft could win you £50. 
Her pennant number has been 
removed from the photograph. 

And apologies to those of 


Sieersans: cal pectey cirincicce. Soars ee 


MYSTERY PICTURE 118 


Name . 





you who served in HMS Leeds 
Castle after 1948 - she was 
scrapped ten years later, con- 
trary to our comments in last 
month's solution. Hand on 
heart - it was a dodgy entry in 
one of our reference books! 

Complete the coupon and send it to 
Mystery Picture, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth PO1 SHH. Coupons giving 
correct answers wail go into a prize draw 
to establish a winner 

Closing date for entnes 1s January 10 
More than one entry can be submitted, 
but photocopies cannot be accepted. Do 
not inc) 


a ae ee ee ee ed 
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Vas 


Royal Naval As: sociation 





Money is in 
bank for 
anniversary 


Joel enjoys 
extended 
birthday 











WITH bank 
Bradford branch ha made 
celebrate its 70th a ary on 
September 11, 2005 
Following the dedi 
standard in Bradford Ca 








Square, wher 
taken by th 
Jent of No 





Refreshments will then 
be provided in the City Hall. 


Pundra 





ing by the branch 































ON ACHIEVING his 100th the Distinguished 
ret isteser cieclneraes birthday in October, former Sr | 
the National Lottery 4 service Meda 
Shell Tankers UK SUbmariner S/M Joel Blamey, His 100th birthday celebration: 
y Shem of Newton Abbot branch, — stretched over rather than a day 
cludin, embarked on a hectic round a peri week 
Harrogate Sea Cadet B of celebrations. sett bo re 
lead the march-past Among the pile of invitations Grange sheet af Bericht Ate 
It iS thanks to branc and greetings awaiting him on wy . 
S/M Bill Lee who, wh birthday moming was one seeterte 
he Merchant Navy, work from ¢ which pleased k village 
Tankers UK, that the £350 from theif and he 1 S/M Joe so much 
Community scheme ~ set up to t that ba Hi ‘ 
‘employees in charitable of thant " N 
ons and working in the community — 9° <n A | f 
SM J 
an Oey HM! 
Flag day nets ==." rte Siem Schics re 
wined and dined by bmai 


£3,214 total 


THE SOUTHEND-on-Sea branch 


Bhgellis)(-mela the 








annual flag day collection raised 
£3,214, for which mmitiee ON READING about Sqn Cdr of amusement all around, his 
thanks shipmates cially S/M Richard Bell-Davies VC in last struggling attempts to open or 
Chick Fowler, who organised month's issue of Navy News, close the sliding bridge win- 
ent S/M R. Walker, the Coventry dows, never asking for help. 
The branch's wal “| branch secretary, writes to do not believe anyone pre- 
Harbour parade a service of gay: “As a signaiman of that sent would have dared to offer 
remembrance will take (place on period on occasions, sharing assistance 
ecember $, and those wishing to 





the bridge with him (in trials 
and training escort carrier HMS 
Pretoria Castie 1943-44), | can 
vouch for him being modest 
and well-liked. 

“I recall vividly, with glances 


“And there was a broad grin 
when he finally achieved his 
task.” 

S/M Walker goes on to say 
that the Pretoria Castle boast- 
ed another personality - 


with 
hould contact the branch sec 
S/M Norman Summerhay 

» 01702 612255 (office) or O17 
465052 (offic 





without their stan. 





retary 





PLEASE 
THE POPPY 


HELP 
APPEAL 


@ Sea Cadets proved popular Poppy Appeal collectors at the Budgens store in Billingshurst - the 
first tin was filled within three hours. The cadets, from TS Glory in Horsham, were lending a hand 
under the Billingshurst Royal British Legion policy of encouraging young people to take part in 
fundraising activities. Pictured with Appeal Organiser Mrs Greta Girli are OC Craig Preston and OC 
George Phillips 


Church memorial brasses restored 





FOUR 
Andcow's Church at Hormcharch 
Sunday 

Romford and | Homoturch be mbe 
Keith Langr brasses while visit 








ber of the Essex b 
sociation, he pe 


which they © 











ommemorat 
» HMS Inv 
I Bearbh 
Me 
A ad link Hh 
_ B De 
@ S/M Keith Langridge with the memorial brass to hk c 


Fleet Surgeon Walter Bearblock at Hornchurch 

















Officer 
returns 
to Chard 








PORMER f Holyrood 
dw Chard a 
al branch 
10% David Pond, 
Commanding Officer of HMS 


Raleigh, the Royal Navy trainin; 
shment at 









ttended 





specialist training in a number of 





n and bred in Somerset, Cd 
eft Holyrood School in 19 
ghborough University and 
the Navy in 1980 to com 
ficer trainin 
Meteorol 











ialist, he ha: 






Ove 


















served in a variety of appointment 
_ both ashore and at sea, including air 
© The chairman of Newton Abbot, S/M John Kiff (left), presents a vi HIM illustrone al the 
garden bench on behalf of his branch to S/M Joel Blamey RFA vessels Fort Grange Olna. 
Officers A tior {the branch by the chairman of 209, at NATO's Supreme 
Belic be the oldest ex sub- Ni Abbot, S/M John with = ater stare ene re 
~: dete + - ee A Pon aid: “It's a great hor 
9 ynw mul return t as th 

N A r t j ar he Navy you 

t th t a famil womething | alway 
- : - my traine The RNA ts very 

; woul half take a scat art of that family 


Cape Town goes visit 


THE chairman of Cape Town branch, S/M Stan Gall 
from the HMS Ganges Associa 
bers of the HMS Dorsetshi 
visit to Simons Town. 
After a short memorial service a t 
arranged and a lunch was held at the 
African Naval Hist 





Casper John, who was later to entative 
rise to the exalted position of 
First Sea Lord, was her 
Commanding Officer for a time, 
until transferring to the light 
fleet carrier HMS Ocean in 


jon, and a repre 
on were pre 
re and HMS Comwall A: 


nt at the reunion of 38 mem 





ociations on their recent 





ur of the Simons Town dockyard was 
local museum, hosted by the South 
ry Trust. 











A word of thanks to you all for your kind and thoughtfid sipport. 
THE ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
Once Nav) Always Navy 


mer officers, men 
WRNS, QARNNS « 
port to thor 
















PUSSER’S RUM THE OFFICIAL RUM 
OF THE ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
Are pleased to support the objectives 
of your Association 


Pusser's Rum is available through branches of: 
NAAFI, THRESHERS, 
and other leading stores and off-licenses 


ES ST 





Please send me details of RNA Membership 





pn-------d4 


ATION 





at Al 
TO: The General Ses 4, London. S 
$2, Chelsea Manor = 
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Cool heads 
needed to 
take control 


1004 


AVY personnel chiefs are scanning the hori- 


zon for a new g 
trollers (ACs) 

Far more than just seafa 

ACs are key members of a 


the job comes plenty of 
responsibility for relatively 
junior sailors. 

“Tactics is the overriding 
difference between Aircraft 
Controllers and Air Traffic 
Controllers,” said Lt Cdr 
‘Bomber’ Brown, the Officer 
in Charge of the RN School 
of Aircraft Control (RNSAC) 
based at RNAS Yeovilton. 

“Both are responsible for 
keeping aircraft apart and safe, 
but whereas Air Traffic 
Controllers tend to deal with 
large amounts of traffic, an 
Aircraft Controller will have less 
trade, but is accountable for 
actively controlling and tasking 
the aircraft to achieve the objec 
tives of the Command.” 

One of the primary roles 
of the AC is in the planning 





eneration of aircraft con- 





uring Air Traffic Controllers, 
ship's warfare team, and with 


Mike Gray 
looks at the 


PNicoig- 11 @ Ole) alice) 


branch 


cerned will be a destroyer or frigate’s 
Lynx or Merlin helicopter, but the 
training also enables ACs to handle 
fixed-wing aircraft, such as Nimrod 
maritime patrol aircraft (MPAs), and 
to work afloat or ashore. 

The AC is thoroughly integrated 
with the Ship's Flight, to the extent 
that he or she is attached to the Flight 
and not the ship's company 

There is much to be considered 
before an aircraft gets airborne from 
a ship — the aircrew needs to know 
the aim of the mission, the weather 
conditions, other aircraft and ships 
operating in the area, call-signs and 
0 on. The AC is the link between the 





and management of flying 

rammes, but in times of 
crisis an AC effectively has 
his or her finger on the trig- 


Ops Room and the aircraft 
“The principal warfare officer 
(PWO) very rarely deals directly 











ger of some impressive with the aircraft ~ it's all routed 
hardware, including missiles through the AC,” said Lt Cdr Brown. 
and torpedoes. Other vital AC tasks include the 
In most cases, the aircraft con. °&Ctul monitoring of fuel reserves 





Had an Accident? 
Need Compensation? 


and Legal Advice? 
Contact:- 


0845 601 1260 


www.forceslaw.com 


For a free 30 minute 
initial diagnostic 
interview with 
Lawyers experienced 
in the Armed Forces 
who speak your 
language 








The Forces Legal Network 


Don’t Waste Money 


on separate Motor Breakdown Cover | 


Save Money 


*All new Motor Insurance customers will now 












larantced courtesy car 
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© The Lynx helicopter of Type 23 frigate HMS Somerset performs 
the aircraft - while on patrol in the Gulf. Such exercises are part 


ship's flight 


while the aircraft is air 
dome, almost acting as 
an extra member of 


the air crew. 

The 
branch, 
in 1988, is one 
of a handful in 
the Navy 
which has a 
critical need 
for new 
recruits. At the 
front line it is 
38 per 
down on its 1 
inal —_streng 
which means 
although — the 
branch can fulfi 





AC 
formed 


a 


cent 


that AC 


AC 


I its com. 


mitments at 


sea, its 


resources are at times 


aren 


DO YOU NEED SEPARATING OR 


DIVORCE PENSION ADVICE? 


oO 


Spe 


CONVEYANCING 
WILLS, PROBATE & TRUST 
MATRIMONIAL & FAMILY 


CHILD CARE 


PERSONAL INJURY 
CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE 
OCCUPATIONAL ILLNESS 


-+ 
O|O 
— 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


CRIME 


01329 825617 or 023 8033 4661 


° 


r 023 9238 8021 


| 


severely stretched. 


But the high 
calibre of candi 
dates required 
means there is 
no off-the-peg 
solution — the 
only way is to 
fill the six 
places on each 

of the four AC 
courses 
cach year, and 
to find 24 suit 
able 

up 


candidates. 
60 volunteers 
ded, reflecting 
the 





toughness of 


COFFIN 
MEW & 
CLOVER 


FREE INITIAL 
ADVICE IN 
MANY CASES 


FORCES/EX SERVICE 
PERSONNEL 


SKIN CANCER, EAR INFECTIONS 
INJURIES, DISEASES OR WOUNDS 
CAUSED BY MILITARY SERVICE. 


For FREE advice and a ‘NO WIN, NO FEE’ service 
Call the Claims Specialists TODAY 


1 


AJR Associates is the trad 





AL Rew 


Ss 01405 740794 





a 
of the 


selection procedure. 

“It is essential we recruit the right 
characters for this most demanding 
specialisation,” said Lt Cdr Brown. 
“If an air crew are coming back to the 
ship in filthy weather, maybe with 
some form of emergency, they must 
have complete faith in their AC.” 

An ability to remain focussed and 
calm at all times, no matter how 
much pressure is being applied, is 
crucial. 

The need to swell the AC branch 
has led to a shake-up in the selection 
and training procedure, with recruits 
being fed directly into a tailored 
training programme in order to 
ensure Naval air crews get the best 
possible support 











A series of pron 
is currently being conducted 
to Devonport has already taken 
place, and subsequent visits to 
Portsmouth and Faslane are planned. 

Although the AC specialisation is 
traditionally and pr 
sideways-entry branch, a more direct 
method has also been adopted and is 
proving to be rather successful 

There has to be an clement of cher 
ry-pickiny oe officers 
taking 


ational roadshow 






















nine candidates a year on 
‘special selection” from among the 
top one per cent of the new OM(W) 
intake at HMS Raleigh, with suitable 
individuals being identified and 
advised of the existence of the branch 








as soon as they have shown an apti 
tude in standard RN tests. 


Over a course of five 
days, prospective ACs must 
pass a grading course, part 
classroom and part simula- 
tor exercises. 


A final ATC medical must be suc 
cessfully carried out before they are 
accepted — examiners are not looking 
for the finished item, but those with 
potential and ambition 

The main training block is an 18. 
week Leading Aircraft Controllers 
(LACs) Professional Qualifying 
Course, split between the RNSAC at 
Yeovilton and the Maritime Warfare 
School at HMS_ Collingwood/ 
Southwick Park, ending with a fort 
night at sea putting skills into practice. 

The of the course is fast, 
though a “chill-out™ week in the mid- 
die allows for the students to perhaps 
take a flight in one of Culdrose’s 
Merlins or the Roborough Grob 
trainers, to visit the Flag Officer Sea 
Training (FOST) base in Devonport 
and the London Military Air Traffic 
Control Centre, giving them a wider 
perspective of aircraft control 

The two-week stint in a frigate or 
destroyer can be a hurdle: “It is a 
daunting time for students,” said 
CPO Bob Chapman, the Chief 
Instructor at the RNSAC.. “It is very 


[aa ee 
DIVORCE from £ 


costs. Call Family 
of McKay & Pi 
0845 123 5571 


30+vat+court 
De 


artment 
ers 








on 


exercise - LAEM1 Andy ‘Beaker’ Watkinson hangs below 
routine of the Aircraft Controller who is attached to the 
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difficult and demanding for them 
They go from a simulator to a 
worked-up warship where they are 
the only new face. They have got to 
hit the ground running.” 

The course will teach them to 
launch and recover aircraft, including. 
emergency procedures, using one- 
hour slots on sophisticated simulators 

The new ACs will also learn tacti 
cal skills, including anti-submarine 
warfare, which can include work 
with Nimrods, together with surface 
search and air picture compilation 

Students are carefully monitored 
all the way ~ there are written exams, 
continuous assessment using simula. 
tors, and the hectic pleasures of 
FOST’s Thursday Wars. As such it is 
1 manpower-intensive course ~ three 
staff 10 cach student 

Once qualified, LACs go into a 
pool which feeds the 
obs, and the “can-do” ethos 
a billet is invari 





















ably filled by a volunteer 
tis a branch which is full of self 
motivated people ~ they have all got 
goals they want to achieve,” said 
CPO Chapman, himself an old and 
bold AC 
And 








ke 





Jot of jobs you see 








it's not mundane and routine, Every 
day is different ~ different weather 
conditions, different areas of ope 





tions and so on. 
‘Most of the people who come 
here are in their mid-20s, because 
¢ set of skills and the level of ma 
rity required. 
The branch is a pretty 















club — the people they welcome are 
variously described by training st 
as ‘dynamic’, “proactive” and havin, 





high personal standards 

Such attributes are vital in the 
workplace — the Ops Room in a war 
ship. when a relatively junior member 
of the ship's company (a leading hand, 
in many cases) will be an integral part 
of the COs team, and the CO will at 
times need to rely heavily on the AC. 

“They are classed as a weapons 
controller without doubt it's the 
most responsibility that a killick or 
LAC will have,” said CPO Chapman. 

“It’s a pressure job, but with it 
‘comes a huge amount of job satisfac. 
tion and personal responsibility. 

“I suppose 80 per cent of it is in 
the head ~ the ability to think instan- 
taneously in three dimensions while 
sticking to operational practices. 

“They certainly have to be able to 
do two things at once, and often three 
or four things, including planning 
ahead. 

“Multi-tasking is probably the 
biggest stumbling block — having to 
listen to the aircraft and the PWO at 
the same time whilst simultaneously 
compiling reports. It’s not natural 
we call it having the third e: 

Promotion prospects within the 
branch are good ~ from PO to WO 
there is a 50 per cent above average 
promotion prospect 

Anyone interested in trying out for 
the branch should discuss the issuc 
with their Divisional Officer or 
Divisional Senior Rate 
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RN pips rest 
of Whitehall 
to Apple gong 


THE SENIOR Service collected 
the Green Apple A 
government departm 
has done the most in the past 12 


WITHO! 











Virginian 


adrift in the southern Ara- 


bian Gulf, the crew of mv 
alled upon frig- 


power and 
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Greece monkeys 
preserve ship 


EXPERTS at the Mary Rose Mu 
scum in Portsmouth are helping to 
preserve the remnants of an even 
older wreck than Henry VIII's 
flagship. 

The remains of a 2,500-year-old 
Greek merchant vessel have been 
delivered to the laboratories of the 








months to protect the environ 
ment 

Naval leaders demonstrated 
efforts across the board to be 
green’, from initiatives to reduce 
the use of fossil fuels and purchas. 
ing ‘green’ electricity to using 
more recycled paper 

Moreover, chergy use has been 
cut by one third ~ cutting £5m off 
RN fuel bills, ozone-damaging 
gases have been banned ashore 




















and at sea and water consumption 
reduced 
Other projects introduced 






include solar heating, rainwater 
collection and ‘sunpipes’ to use 
natural light in the interior of 
buildings 

The 
expert P r 
award from New York 
End stage actress Jai 
ised on be 
Secretary Patricia Hewitt 

Mr Wheaton’s boss, Cdre 
Branden Hesselton, said: “Phil has 
done an outstanding job. 

We all realise that the environ: 
ment is held in trust for our chil 
dren and grandchildren. None of 
us wants to damage that envirc 
ment and I'm delighted that P' 
has spearhes 
the most for 04 

Meanwhile, Service personnel 
on Cyprus collected the ‘Silver Ot 
ter’ award for their efforts to c 
for the island's turtle popu 

The award has been presented 
nnually since 1991 to the unit 
which shows the most environ: 
mental awareness. Typically, it has 
gone to projects involving looking 

4 gencral area of important 
rather than a specific 





event org 






































ate HMS Campbeltown for 
assistance. 

Once the cry for help was 
received, the Type 22 warship 
dashed to the scene and of- 
fered protection for the mer 
chantman, under a US Flag, 
while her crew recovered from 
an earlier electrical fire 

After an overnight struggle to fix 
ged switchboard, Virgin: 
alled for help. 

A three-strong team from ¢ 
beltown, led by Lt Steve Hi 
spent 12 hours on the stricken ves- 
sel, restoring clectrical supplies 
to the drifting ship and providing 
technical assistance 

Once the ship's systems had been 
brought back to life, Campbeltown 
escorted the vessel to a safe port to 
await permanent re 





























three-month 








deployment to the Middle East and 
east of Suez on Operation Calash 
(a low-wheeled ca with a 





folding top if you were wondering) 
the Senior Service's current input 

to the wider US-led war 
Ope 





terror 
nduring 





arriving in theatre, the 
Devonport-based warship has 





abian Gulf, under the 
I ead 









in the aircraft carrier USS John F 
Kennedy 
Sailors have checked on the 


progress and cargocs of more than 
2,000 vessels by hailing them, and 
Campbeltown’s boarding party has 
visited 11 ships as the Allied forces 
build up a comprehensive picture 
of shipping in the region. 











The Gulf deployment comes 
on the back of a seven-and-a-half 
month tour of duty with 
Atlantic t 
representing the UK at D-Day 60th 
ions in ¢ 





commemon en and par 
taking in a Joint Maritime ( 
off Scotland in the summe 





mpbeltown has been de 
the cutting edge for more 
ar, working hard but gain- 
ing from the satisfaction that we 
are ~ and have been - fully engaged 
in the Navy's operational commit 
ments in regions that matter, and 
of course we're soaking up the ben. 
efits of being in the sun as winter 
approaches in the UK. 












@ Quick lads, it's the taxman... 
‘marksmanship on the frigate's 


and (below) the frigate’s Lynx returns from another 
mission 


museum in Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard. 

The ship was discovered off 
Sicily in the late 1980s and is 


500-480BC 

Items recovered f 
chantman, which was a 
Jong and 20ft wide, inc’ 
nphoras 
plus cight woven 


m the mer 








ile pot 
nd pitchers, 
cts which 





tery, jars, a 





were coated in pitch. 

Around 700 timbers and frag: 
ments have also been salvaged 
from the wreck site; the ship lay 
off Gela around 18ft of silt 

The artefacts will undergo five 








We could offer the best equip 
ment and expertise Lo conserve 


mney north,” said 
n Lippiett, chic 
executive of the M 

Securing 
helps us conside 
the c 





lown's boarding 
flight deck (above) 
surveillance 











bly to support 
going and critical work of 





‘of the Mary Rose 


HUNT 
Cottesm 


ss minehunter HMS. 








ns including Uruguay. 






during a spell along 


Chief-of-St 
rewarded buffer LS(MW) Sid 
Weatherill with a bottle of malt 


ry Rose Trust. 
onservation projects. 


believed to have foundered around 


pund 6Oft 


years of conservation and end with 
the vessel being re-assembled in 
muscum in Gel: 


so it was carefully packed 


conserving the hull and collection 


Attaches drop by 


hosted attachés from 


n, Estonia, Germany 





‘© No messin’ about on the river... 


Delta 
convergence of two great rivers, the Tigris and E: 


Royals meet ‘a people apart’ 


DELTA Company, 40 Commando, and 539 





deserts on one side and lush marshes on the 


conditioning unit or satellite 
attached to their dwellings.” 
With the aid of an interpreter, 


iy 


| 
i 





whisky for making the most effec 
tive contribu » the running of 
the ship in the past 12 months. 
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What has REBAL J 


ever done for us? mm 


RE-BALANCING LIVES 


FTER more than a 
year in operation 
leet’s Rebalancing 


Lives (REBAL) initiative has 
difference some 
Navywide matters, 
sometimes on a more modest 
scale. 
But the 
ailor, senior ra 
the Royal Navy t 
fits in 


made a 
times in 


chances every 








¢ and officer in 
8 felt the bene 

ne Way Or another. 

n the field of IT (new 


or broadband connectivi 





Whether 
‘omputer 
p 





equipment), train 
uddit 


{venturous training suppor. 





nal learning centres) oF 





ments), the REBAL. progr 
been wide-ranging 
And these 





improvements have 
been to the advantage of all ranks 








1 
dividual doesn’t 




















rates = and if an 
think he or she has felt the benefit ir 
their present job, the chances are they 
will in their next 

Of course changes are not con 
fined to the ‘coal face 

The really important, long-last 
ng stuff is behind the scenes,” said 
Capt Simon Ancona, who is soon to 
move on from his job as Captain 
Rebalancing Lives to take command 

warship 

The big differences come when 
he decisions taken at the senior lev 
wre made with people fully in mind 

This is not to say difficult choik 

won't arise and hard judgement 
ude, but there is a greater under 

implications to peo: 

jc and therefore the scope to avoid 
them of compensate 

Not only are tools for helping tak 


account of people when making deci 
ions in place or being developed at 
Fleet HQ, but Capt Ancona also 





to a better way of doing busi 
ness With those Whose job it is to pro 
vide services and support to the Fleet 





Capt Ancona now has a final task 
of ensuring that the REBAL 
allowed to gutter and die ~ the 
is that REBAL live 

fabric of the 








on, but 
Navy 

rather than a stand-alone initiative 
REBAL 

cific 





as a part of the 


work will remain a spe 
point of focus within the HQ 


with Cdr Malcolm Cree taking over 





the reins 

Having come straight from sea as 
Commanding Offi of HMS 
Gloucester, he is well placed to keep 





an eye on those issues which affect 





nd amongst other things 





are trials going on into using ID 


cards as and also new 
deck 


swipe cards 
rubbing equipment) there are 


match. 





ar statement on how 






important this work is seen in Fleet 
that, despite all the recent probl 

with money, Fleet has laid aside cash 
mall but 
n make life so 





to sort out many of those 
imitating things t 
painful 

But it’s not just the money 





‘Most of what has been achieved 


has been accomplished through a 


(Here are some 
clues for you...) 


B Remote 
MCMVs 

J Information screens for 
HMS Invincible and HMS 
Albion 

. Additional Deployable 
Electronic Learning Centres 

4 Mess Improvements for 
HMS Albion and Bulwark 

@ Electronic Buzzboards for Air 
Squadrons and = Waterfront 
Manning offices 

4 Taciturn building 
Submarine shore support 
@ Ship Alongside Project trial for 
FR/DD 

4 Learning Centres in 
Yeovilton and Culdrose 

@ Welfare facility in Culdrose 

UW WiFi facility in Culdrose 

B Bike racks in Yeovilton 

4 Touch screen kiosk in HMS 
Drake 

@ Employment of a temporary 
clerk in the RM medal office 

3 DHP Trial onboard HMS 
Manchester and HMS 
Richmond 

BRN ID Swipe card trial 

1 Navystar Laptop issue to 
Fleet and RM units (1,000) 

& Conversion of engineering space 
to crewroom onboard RFA Fort 
George 

IT equipment for 771 NAS 
@ Uplift of AT equipment 

4 GSB conference room in 
Clyde 


Watchkeeping for 





for 


Staff 
suite 


& Conversion to crewrooms, 
Office and_ presentation 
QUHI (848 NAS) 

3 Refurbishment of ‘West 
Wind of Lynher’ (disposed RM 
yacht) for Fleet use 

& Recreational equipment in Sail 
Loft gym, Portsmouth 

J Recreational facilities for 
42 Commando (Bickleigh 
Barracks) 

@ Laptops (Internet compatible) 
for RMR HQs 

4 Introduction of the 
Personal Penalty Scoring tool 
@ Encouraged contracting out Care 
and Protection for ships in refit 

1 Separated Service in dis- 
placed Upkeep periods 

@ Suppor for Television alongside 
U Support for Stabilised TV 

® Access to CSS outside the Ops 
Room 

U Rounds routine 

@ Core Working Week 

 P'MIS re-write 

@C’SA agreement to include per 

sonnel matters 

4 PSF - commonality and 
aligned 

@ Trial of 
Scrubber/driers’ for 
cleaning 

4 Studies into Car Parking 
and Engineering support 
practises 











all-in-one 
onboard 








change in the way we think and 
ise,” says Capt Ancona 
etter routines and a careful look 
at how w ce the “REBAL 





—w 
Zs 








Drafty 


Focus shifts to 
the long term 


FIVE go we introduced a 
service at the Waterfront to pro- 
vide a gateway into the Drafting 
process and to act as a source of 
advice on career management 
issues 

In the carly days these Regional 
Drafting and Advisers 
(RDCAs) primarily dealt with pro- 





Career 











viding drafting information to Junior 
Rates and coping with comments 
such as: “Are you the people that sort 





out my drafts? 

‘What's this TopMast thin 
one’s talking about 

1’m a MEM, am | allowed to talk 
to you? 

The stability provided through the 
shifted our cus 
their longer-term 
career The following 
comments are now common: 

My ship is being decommis 
sioned, what is going to happen to 
me and my task book” 

1 really need to be in a different 
base-port. What can I do?” 





every 








squad system hi 





tomers’ focus on te 
sprrations 











I've just achieved “Final 
Selection” status for Artificer candi 
dature, will I be an artificer or an Eng 
Tech? 

For many personnel their first 





experience of the RDCA comes 
whilst conducting their joining rou 
tine 

A two-minute “health check” is 
conducted to confirm that the infor 
mation held in the database (Naval 
Manpower Management Information 
System ~ NMMIS), and hence avail 
able to Drafty, accurately 
their individual circumstances 








reflects 
nd 





aspirations. 

A recent case whereby a Service 
couple with a dependent child was 
drafted to the same time might 
have been avoided if their details 
held in NMMIS had been updated in 
order to reflect their changed (and 
demanding) domestic circumstances. 





That said, there are still over 4,000 


people who have no preference 
recorded whatsoever ~ ¢ ly these 
fe the people we first identify when 
looking for short notice drafts any 
whe in the world (a number of 
vacancies still exist in Basra at the 
moment’) 

DPFs and C240s rem: 
mary mechanisms for 
NMMIS - and it is your responsibil 
ity for ensuring they are up-to-date 

When an individ had a 
longer appointment with their 
RDCA, they should update their DO 


after the event in order to ensure all 














in the pri 
updating 








personnel involved in their cares 
development 
kept informed. 


nd management are 








DOs should establish and 
nd productive relationship 
with their RDCAs as they can do 
much to assist (but will not replace) 
in the provision of drafting and 
career advice 

Anyone contemplating submitting 
their notice would be well advised to 
visit an RDCA first 

Whilst not always the case, expe 
rience has shown that notice is fre 
quently s 


intain 











pitted in haste without 
due consideration of all the conse 
quences and implications. 

As an independent arbiter, RDCAs 
can (and do) offer valuable advice 
when considering such a 

Such independence has proven to 
be a valuable asset and frequently 
fe in customer feedback 

What is less well-known is that the 
RDCAs network their knowledg 
and experience, thereby enhancing 
their level of service in onder to assist 














individuals in making — better 
informed career decisions 
For example, close _ liaison 


between respective RDCAs resulted 
in a submariner, unable to retum to 
service in boats, undergoing an 
acquaint with the FAA at RNAS 









RDCA News 
“WHAT'S MY FUTURE? 
CUSTOMERS ASK 

WHEN FACED WITH. 
CAREER DECISION! 


www.navynews.co.uk 




















Five jisruption, uncertainty don't know it as REBAL. business, tions and claims should be directed to 
drudgery and boredom, unnecessary the main thing is that life can be, and FLEET PPX! Whale Island, 
pace and weight of work have is being, made better Portsmouth, PO2 SBY, tel 93832 
a big difference. Even if many REBAL. issues, queries, sugges- 5561 
YATRA * nt ffice 
cicame taVO RIA V2x nt 9 
Drafting Lotes 
~Sovyitea # oe 


‘There was a time when the last thing they wanted 
was us reading them their horoscopes’ 


Culdrose which has subsequently 
resulted in him being accepted for 
branch transfer to AE, thereby retain 
ing a valued individual within th 








Senior Rates tend to have a differ 
ing requirement. It is obvious that 
many have already done their home 
work by consulting the RN Job Li 
found on 2SL's website prior to 1 
ing contact with their RDCA. 

This more precise and 

on (which is ava 
jor Rates as well) 









accurate 
able to 









ans the Vis 
be utilised to better refine 
hone their own individu 
and career aspirations. 

The information on the Jobs list is 
2 good starting point in any individ: 
I's search for the right job. 
The RDCAs cover all three base 
ports, the three main air 
including RAF Wittering) and the 
Royal Marines 

In addition to their day jobs, they 
are also charged with an “outreach’ 














stations 











programme that aims to: 
@ Export the service to areas where 
there is little intimate contact with 
the drafting process eg. SHAPE, 
Diego Garcia, Abbey Wood, ete, If 
you think a visit will help your peo- 
ple contact any RDCA. 
@ Maintain the profile within the 
local environment to ensure t 
vice is fully utilised, eg. 
availability to 
Collingwood 
ongside. 
@ Inform the nex 
benefits of m with the 
Career Management Onganisation. 

In the five years since the RDCAs 
have been in existence, they have 
provided a valued individ 





¢ ser 
RDCA 

ratings at HMS 
and visits to. ships 












on of the 











lored service within the car 
agement process, effectively 
as Drafty’s front-line troops. 

But much remains to be done, and 
we are continually looking at ways 
whereby we might further enhance 
their capability in the future 


acting 
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B: Trafalgar Tankard 
B Featuring an engraved image of 


Nelson's attack on the enemy 
fleet. portraying over 100 ships, 
their names and their positions 

=== Made from Sheffield pewter and 
giF fitted with a glass bottom. 
2 Mako this @ unique present or 2 
= wonderful keepsake for 
Tratalgar’ with personalised 
jo __initiats engraved on the side 


is can be engraved. 


Up to 3 ini 
off Orders for engraving required, —-«&:_-“ Walking Stick 
F 
























































by 30th November 2004. Indispensable for a recreational 
£22.99 UK ramble! Hidden within its handie, 


this cane cunningly conceals » phial: 
Engraved £26.99 U perfect for carrying a tot of 
bs something to keep you warm! 

_o a OO For those days when you have lost 
Zz your way, the brass handle unscrews 

to reveal a compass to help you 

home. 

£29.99 UK 








The cane measures 
35° in length and can 
be easily dismantied 
into three sections 


for easy storage 
A: Royal Navy Polo Shirt 





within the 
Our polo shirt comes in navy blue with contrasting colour accompanying soft 
detail on the collar and around the bottom of the sleeve. If carry bag. 





you don't enjoy a chukka on the Polo fields, why not fly the 
flag on the golf course! Embroidered with the Royal Navy 
logo on the left breast. Made from 100% cotton and 
machine washable, it is available in two colour 
combinations; either Navy with Red contrasting detail, or 
Navy with White contrasting detail 
Sizes to fit: $:38" M:40" L:42" 

XL44" XXL:46/48" 
POLOS £24.99 UK 











: Blazer button 
set with 
FREE cufflinks 


Special Christmas 
offer! 


E: White Ensign Sweatshirt 


Our original White Ensign product 
This, easy-to-wear, easy-to-wash 
classic sweatshirt features a ribbed 
crew neck, cutts and waistband for 
comfort. 





Gold plated Royal Navy 
crown under a 
translucent blue enamel 
Our elegant buttons will 
boost any blazer. And 
now for a limited time 
only when you order a 
button set you will 
receive a set of matching 
cufflinks free worth 
£18.99. 


Buttons £25.99 UK 
(includes free cufflinks. 
Offer ends 31st 

(D} December 2004) 


Made from machine washable 
cotton/polyester, and features an 
embroidered White Ensign on the left 
breast 

Available in Navy blue only. 

Sizes to fit: S:36* M:38* L:40"/42" 
L447 /46" XXL-48" 


£19.95 UK 








G: Compact Mirror 

Tactile and tiny enough to fit the smallest 
of bags, our pebble shaped, polished mee 
stainless steel cased, compact mitror 2 
makes a perfect present. Stylishly 

‘engraved with the Royal Navy crown 

































£8.99 UK 
H 
F: Mini Razor Kit — ——s 
This is one of those useful *~ : Ancient Mariners Cap J: Baseball Cap 
hacen es or 1am sure this cap will suit few of you! Keep your head warm with our stylish baseball 
Comectatioteh io eas ware 2 G Keeping your head warm this winter is caps. Made from 100% brushed cotton to keep 
SG ox tb eotviac of @ Son tid . essential, so do it in style with one of your head cool; this high quality baseball cap is 
tadlghlbhy etjled tin < enaxaved Wa Pe) our classic baseball caps. Made from embroidered with the Royal Navy logo and is 
the fired Nene Genie on ee 100% cotton with a sweat resistant hem. available in Navy Bl 
contain a full sized raz with a soft suedette peak. Beautifully Bucklo adjustment « its all 
£9.99 UK embroidered on the front in cotton. 
paso UK £9.99 UK 
© CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOD UK: Order before the 13th December to guarantee arrival before Christmas. NON UAE pi 
Reproduced with the permission EU & Overseas: Order before 30th November to guarantee arrival before Christmas teal te 
of the Controller HMSO Extra service: £5.00 Special Delivery Postage (Guarantees Next Day delivery in the UK). Overseas Postage £15.00 
To order online simply log on to To order by telephone simply Write to - The Business Manager, Don't forget to visit our fabulous 
www.navynews.co.uk phone 023 9282 6040 Navy News, HMS Nelson, online store were you can order these 
and order from our secure and our promotions department Queen Street, Portsmouth and many other fine gifts! 
online catalogue will take your order PO1 3HH www.navynews.co.uk 





= Caos pra Sy leva mong sen Ge rire sa he re cs Soy 
i. 1 a cree 


‘lease use the coupon on this page 4. Please note: items shown not actual size Please allow 28 days for delivery 
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WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 


Hand painted on wooden base 6:n x 7) 
£33.15 including U.K. postage and vat. 
| REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 5 or more 
| SPECIAL PRICES for 10, 25, 50 and 100 

CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 


C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 7SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 
email: enquiries @chmunday.co.uk 


GOLD WIRE BLAZER BADGES & 
HAND PAINTED WALL SHIELDS 


(Select any ship or FAA. Squadron etc.) 

BERETS (SILK LINED), CAP BADGES, SWORD KNOTS, BAGS AND BELTS, 
BUTTONS, RANE SLIDES ADD TERS (EX, BALA. OB ASSOCIATION) 

‘shown, please contact ux 

all the products in our poet 





























nd one, we will he happy to give 
ntity dicount upon appheation 
Military Matters 
7 Waterside, Greenfield, Saddleworth, Oldham OL3 7DP 
Tel: 01457 877010 Fax: 01457 578499 ¢-mail:military.matters@ bopenworkd.com 





SKYDIVING COURSES 
IN FLORIDA 
Freetall Adventures, Movida oe hapey 


FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
LY Vietorla Rood, Wellingboroogh, 
NN HIN 
Wax 01933 277741 Mobile O7919 83637 
mail nigel nanderwoat \frnet.ca.uh 





(9 SPUCLAL OFFERS 10 FORCES REE SET 


PROMOTIONAL GOODS: 
SCREENPRINTIN' 
EMBROIDERY 

" 








PROMOTIONAL 
CUMMERBUNDS. 
SPORTSWEAR 





Write ter tree CD be FO Bon 4011, 
Siantiord, Dorset, DYVE TWH 


www. milnet.uk.net 








| TIES, BADGES 
& PLAQUES 
By Mail Order 


SHIPS/SQUADRONS/REGIMENTS/CL 
fil Services and custom-made fr Cubs 
ands, Choirs, etc. Blazer buttons, medais, 

pon 


GB) 
Edge End, Coletord, Glos. GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 
E-mail: pamlewis@onetel.com 
eww theher: 100..sk 


10,000 RAFFLE TICKETS 


Size 32x98mms, 10 colours, numbered, 
perforated, stitched, left hand edge. 
UNBEATABLE PRICE 

£95.00 PLUS POSTAGE 


G Tel or Fax 01462 835902 
2 








David Paul, | Olivers 
Lane, Stotfold, Hitchin, 
Herts SGS 4DH 





STI 3PD Tel, No. 01782 239485. 


LOST MEDALS 


REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 
FULL SIZE & MINIATURE 


Pye 
3 DAY MOU iG SERVICE 


WRITE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 


RAYMOND D. HOLDICH 


Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street, London WC2H 7HA 


TEL 020 7930 1979 FAX 020 7930 1152 


e mail:rdhmedals@aol.com _www.rdhmedals.com 





















I will pay the best cash price. 





WORCESTERSHIRE MEDAL 
SERVICE LTD 


Specialists in Medals and Medal Mounting, 
56 Broad Street, Sidemoor, Bromygrove, Wores B61 SLL 
‘Tel: O1827 S359" Fuxs 01527 576798 
Local Rate UK Only; 845 6582001 


INCORPORATING TOAD HALL MEDALS 
RIVER PARK, ERMINGTON MILL, IVYBRIDGE, PL21 9NT 
Tel. 01548 830717 Fax. 01548 830046 
medal@bigburymint.com 
www .bigburymint.com 


FOR A LARGE SELECTION OF:- 
NOVELTIES. PARTY HATS, CRACKERS, DECORATIONS, 
PARTY POPPERS, STREAMERS. BALLOONS, PAPER PLATES, ETC. 
30 Arundel Street, Portsmouth PO1 1NW 
Phone 023 9282 3013. Fax 023 9273 6943 
B.FP.O orders welcome - Free catalogue available. SSP 
Established in Portsmouth over 75 Years 290 


Let Nelson help you win 
the ‘Battle of Sed 
Bos 


Let's face it, Christmas shopping's a 
bit of drag, isn't i 

stable quandary about what 

to mention the hasile af 

actually 


getting to the shops 


Hebridean Liqueurs prodius 


beautifully 5 


HMS BELLS 


GUN TOMPIONS 


BOAT BADGES 
TREADPLATES 


Flying Corps and RAF records 
Sought by Private Collector. 


between 1775 and c. 1945 
John. L. Arnold. 


instant decision give: The Tallet House, Lustleigh, 
\ Lhe Newton Abbot, Devon TQI3 9TR 


Call David on re 
01277 355103 


1647 277 455 
EMail: johnlammold@aol.cc 











GOLDWIRE BLAZER | BADGES 


* eco 













ORONO COREE 400 Roo 





ETS MOST es 2m 


res, seer 908 ay 
SONOMO CARVES CASE AS aNGAID POLE RASS PROALE RMA, RM 
 omdadii 10 A CAR GIRLLE BADGE, PA com 
YWHETE COTTON GLOVES, 0 supeArO POLES T an 
WOME MASCREC GLOVES WT L000. om ¢ iat 8 
NAP / BLACK BORETS 6's aE encanto 

safe iach ine PA DRINCH OULDER TITLES pa, e000 
AXA NAA OMRON TH, C129 AMRONDERED CARRAENTS 


WATE PLOT DORE ANA. RAL 
SWEATING NLA. RAL, MANY. GREY. 

sno ron ret UST 
ALL UK ORDERS £1.00 P&P 

11, Dalehead Drive, Shaw, lancs. O12 8/7 

Tel/Fax: 01706 846648 
wera thagokdwirebedge co.uk 
E-mait- t dge.co.uk 


m0 
rey 






















| Which ship were you in? | h ship were you 


pai 
Ossiejones, 135 ‘Aehbourne Rd. 


Liverpeal L17 9G. Wright 2 Logan 





&) 0151-727 
661 the Royal Naval Museum, 
‘Portsmouth 
Telephone: 


023 9282 6682 


www.wrightandlogan.co.uk 
ALL ASPECTS OF NAVAL Rachel@ victory2005.co.uk 
REGIMENTAL — TIES, blazer 
Badges, Cuff-Links, Buttons, Medals, 
Cap Badges, Militaria, £2.00 for list 
Caimncross (Dep. NN), 31, Belle Vue St 
Piley, N. Yorks YOI4 9HL 
www.cairmason.freeserve.co.uk 


~ PENFRIENDS & PERSONAL - 
















p soe 
1 Address 





'Tel No: 





SINGLE LADY, seeks penpal (© SLIM FEMALE 40. GSOH 
ar he outdoors. WLTM « 


Box Dec 4 








Box Dec I oe 
YOUNG AT 
PETITE, lives in ady 59. Seeks genuine m: 
ceting people. Box fo lationship 
, Box De 


Go Online... visit 
www.navynews.co.uk 


HEART 
SARAH, 33, 





TALL SLIM BLONDE, 


Socks male f 








Adult Contacts Club 
{> Be 


AV: 01554 7514. 


mM 


"LOVER 
428 


wwwnavynews co.uk 











MERRY CHRISTMAS 
& A Happy & Prosperous 
New Year 
Thank you for your custom and support 


during 2004 - from the Repro 
and Staff at the 


Roy al Sailors’ Home Club; 


Tel: aos 9282 4231 
ail: bookings@sailorshomeclub.co.uk 
www.sailorshomeclub.co.uk 









‘ 








The Royal New Zealand Navy 
would like to wish 
all our English cousins 
a happy and safe Christmas 


PnNavy 


it’s your future. Launch it. 


s 


\ ae 


www.navy.mil.nz 











MERRY CHRISTMAS 
& A Happy New Year 
To all our existing and future clients 


STEPHEN ABBOTT — Mortgage Broker, 
01274 576400 


p If we cannot fulfil your mortgage 
requirements it probably is 
impossible to place ~ 
steve.abbott@zurichadvice.co.uk 


— 






Happy Christmas To All Our Customers 


7 Are you away from home? 
Send the kids a stocking this Christmas 


www.despatchboxes.com) 


great gifts sent direct. Email your list to 


















enquiries@despatchboxes.com 

THE PRESIDENT AND e 

COMMITTEE OF THE wy 
ROYAL NAVY RUGBY UNION J§ 


WISH ALL 
ROYAL NAVY RUGIY UNION PLAYERS, COACHES, 
OFFICIALS, ADMINISTRATORS, WILLING 
VOLUNTEERS, SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS AND 





So top-up your account card 
+44 (0)1438 282121 
+44 (0)1438 282120 
: customersupport@ 
paradigmservices.com 


Paradigm 
Services 


‘Aa EADS SPACE Company 
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For your future advertising needs, 
Contact our advertising team on 


023 9272 5062 
023 9272 4226 
023 9275 6951 


All of the 
companies on 



















this page have 
promoted their 






The children 


services through 





























“who are supported by 
would like fo say thank you the pages of 
f heiped them daring 2004 Navy N t 
pitt Sts avy News a 
BRITIS H = eee sometime 
LEGION oe during 2004 
‘ndatlappy Newer |  Lhey appreciate 
ERRY Email: edwardboyle@eurobell.co.uk es 
G STMAS the trust - you 
To old friends 
el tea FORCES PENPALS our readers 
Pesto f peciciasred have shown by 
ind staff Christmas * 
The TTreeden Heted and a fantastic 2005 | choosing them. 
Babbacombe, Torquay www. forcespenpals.co.uk E 4 th a 
njoy their 
" Sapuveays | Message, 
Jppont daring 2008. they’re just 
—— Lage er = oe are for. youl 
Fries pcr om inching pentape anal packing Tel: 023 9282 2045 s, 
= Ral ri The Editor, 
Newtos on Dcfeem York YOM 0B 


50% of any profits 


“and above the conts of production will be paid to the KGES 


May Your 
irickoting, al 
efryjan 
yourtravels ig’ 
be,’ 
durin 


Management 
and all the staff 
of Navy News 
would like to 

take this 









W 15 THE HARD, PORTSMOUTH 
2 Tel: 023 92 750432 
10% OFF ALL DRINKS 


{| EVERY MONDAY FOR SERVICE PERSONEL 






fall at 
RANGERS 





80 YARDS FROM VICTORY GATE 
FOOD SERVED DAILY 











TMS LTD opportunity to 
thank you for 
Music For A Festival your loyalty 
The Band of HM Royal Marines 
School of Music. Royal Wedding and support 
Fanfare, composed for HM The Queen's 
wedding in 1947, opens the programme throughout 
which continues with two works by Sir 
Edward Elgar including his famous Pomp the year. 
and Circumstance March No. 4, and 
Vaughan Williams’ English Folk Song . 
Suite. Also Malcolm Amold’s stunning We wish 
Homage to the Queen and Gordon Jacob's 
classic work for military band and fanfare you alla 
trumpets, Music For A Festival, composed 
for the 1951 Festival of Great Britain, very Merry 
ey Music World class recordings: the art of the . 
military band! Christmas 
Compact Disc £12.00 incl p+p (worldwide) and a 
Make cheques payable to Eastney Collection — most major credit cards also accepted 
Eastney Collection, 60 Mayford Road, London SW12 8SN Happy 
Tek: +44-(0)208-673-6157; Fax: +44-(0)207-772-9545; Email: eastneycol@aol.com 
www.eastneycollection.com New Year. 
. 
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of naval 


truggling uphill un- 
der the blistering 
Mediterranean mid- 
day sun, | buttonhole a 
local hoping | am head- 
ing in the right direction 
for the Royal Naval Hos- 
pital, Gibraltar. 


jady 























redolent ¢ histori 
1 HMS Drake marked 
nten 
The 90 taff joined First 
Sea Lord Admiral Sir Alan We 
und local dignitaries at a birthda: 





ceremony celebrating 100 years of 
first-class medical supp 
The hospital started life under 
the Royal Army Medical Corps 
The RN took over the site ~ the 
us “old” Naval hosp 











ndes later 
officer Surg Cdr 





centennial ¢ 
tablishment's 





first and 


{45m r 
ach 





di ind of militar 






as Surg Cdr 1 





importance of RNH Gi 
braltar is quality, not quantity 
There something about a 
Royal Naval Hospit ther 
discipline, professic 
udded, 





“1 have a great team and 
to be their boss and boss of 
this hospital is a real privi- 
lege. Among the Service 
community, the hospital is 
very highly thought of.” 
Two thousand military pers 


nel and their families on the Rock 
are entitled to use the hospital's 





Delayed an 
costing too much 


MAJOR military projects 
are still running over 
budget and behind 
schedule despite efforts 
to tackle the problems, 
a government watch- 
has criticised. 

National Audit Office 
warns 20 of the most impor- 
tant additions to Britain's ar- 
senal ~ including the future 
carrier, Type 45 destroyer and 
Joint Strike Fighter, the Har- 
rier's successor ~ will cost 
the taxpayer £1.7bn more to 
provide than estimated 12 
months ago. 

The major projects, said 
NAO head Sir John Bourn, 
were also running on average 
three months late. 

Sir John blamed decisions 
taken during the planning and 
design stage for the soaring 
price tags and delays in many 
cases. The 20 major projects 
will cost the taxpayer £50bn, 
not the £44bn initially pre- 
dicted. 

The Astute class submarine 

5 expected to now cost 35 
per cent more than originally 
pected and enter front-line 
service at the beginning of 
2009, three and a half years 
late. 

Progress on the boats in the 
past 12 months means that 











@ Not now expected in 
service until May 2009, the Type 
45 destroyer is running two 
years behind original schedule 


the £3.4bn price tag has only 
risen by £10m. 

The first of the Type 45 de- 
stroyers, HMS Daring, is also 
behind schedule; she is not ex- 
pected to join the Fleet before 
May 2009, two years late. The 
cost of the F35 or Joint Strike 
Fighter has shot up £372m in 
the past year. 

On the plus side, the 2087 so- 
nar has been delivered to Type 











pital 
<) ward: 





they use 
On 





ourse, the comic characters an 
me matron. 
this is how h 

m » be. T J 
Wi 
patient 

y much i 
this paints a rosy picture 


a sleepy cottage hospital, 


still 


23 frigates (HMS Westminster 
has been fitted with the equip- 
ment and Northumberland is 
undergoing the same over- 
haul) on time and £7m under 


t. 

Sir John said Whitehall had 
been wise to delay ordering 
HMS Queen Elizabeth and 
Prince of Wales, the next-gen- 
eration carriers, until design 
issues had been solved, but 
overall he believed the MOD 
and industry could do better. 

“There must be greater cer- 
tainty as to when equipment 
will be ready for service and 
there must be greater control 
of costs,” he added. 

Lord Bach, Defence Pro- 
curement Minister, said there 
were many positives to be tak- 
en from the report - costs shot 
up by £3.1bn_ in 2002-2003, 
rather than £1.7bn in the past 
12 months - and efforts were 
‘ongoing to ensure new kit 
reached the front-line on time 
and on budget. 

“We are obviously still disap- 
pointed with the cost and time 
increases shown. | am deter- 
mined that the changes made 
will make a significant impact 
We are working with industry 
and the NAO to identify exam- 
ples of best practice which will 
help us to continue to do bet- 
ter,” he continued. 


Capital appointment for Sutherland 


DEVONPORT-based frigate HMS Sutherland 
will be the Senior Service's most high-profile 
n she drops in on the London Boat 





Show next month, 


The ‘Type 23 warship will spend 10 days 
berthed in London's dockland for the 
Schroeder's 51st boat show, performing a 
duty last year carried out by her sister, HMS 


Northumberland. 


The 2004 event drew 20,000 people to 
Northumberland alone; it was the first time 
1 British warship had been an integral part of 


Such was the success, HMS Newcastle was 
Jispatched to the Southampton show in September 
(another 15,000 visitors to the Geordie Gunboat) 













off the st 





and 20,000 people are a 
Sutherland. 
Events lined up aboard Sutherland during the 
January 6-16 show at the Excel Centre include 
VIP visits, young sailor of the year a 
ship open to visitors and Trafa 
lated promotional work 
The Royal Marines plan to hold a dy 

nic display daily and the 
completed operation 
the UK, and is hoping to take two children in 
need up the Thames for Sutherla 
8 Navy News readers can claim a 
ndard £14 ticket price (not val 
press and preview day however). Phone 0870 060 0246 
and quote ‘Navy News 


in expected aboard 








ship, which 
sea trials around 








i's arrival. 
iscount 
on the 
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© works one day in two 








and on those days on call, staff 
annot leave the Rock nor touch 
It is a 24-hour-a-day operation 
ave to work every other day 

duty, t 






f life out here 
cing 1,000 miles from Blig 
no extended family f 





@ A gleaming example of imperial tradition. Royal Naval Hospital 
many people to fall back on read- Gibraltar as it appears today (top) and a postcard showing the 
aff must imposing building, little changed, in its early life under the Army 
provide more than merely medical 
care ~ like the SSAFA midwives 








ly which means that 














a prestigious award for the quality ‘That means a lot to us. It is the 
It's not just a case of delivering of health services, recognising the only chance for the Naval Medical 
babics, it's about looking after the level of care offered; it's an award Service to serve in a Senior Service 
family because not everyone has many UK hospitals strive for hospital, and that is an invaluable 
their whole family out here,” Lt And Royal Naval’ before — experic aid Surg Cdr Love 
Cdr Stinton explained. Hospital’ means a lot too. Espe The Forces h articular re 





That neatly encapsulates life at cially as Gibraltar is the last one quirements for high levels of health 
RNH ¢ a We are a one-off. We are the That's why we are important 
The hospital this year received last RN Hospital in the world 


Communication’s 
what we need 


IMPROVED _ information 
about loved ones and S 
ice life is what RN families 
want most according to the 
organisation set up to fight 
their corner. 

The Naval Families Federation 
was formed 12 months ago to give 
a voice to the ‘extended RN family 

wives, husbands, partners, chil- 
dren — to make their lot better 

A year into its life, NFF chair 
woman Kim Richardson, herself 
married to a sailor for more than 
ars, believes her organisation 
ing important inroads. 
What have families told us over 








care 
here 














the last year? In a nutshell, they 
want more communication,” she 
said. 

Relying on the serving person 





to pass on information is an anti 
quated and inefficient system. Our 
first task was to put o 
at the top of the age 

Improved communi 
issue Mrs Richardson believes the 
NFF has already made a huge im- 
pact on, aided by the fact that the 
federation has the car of both fami 
lies and top brass 

Second Sea Lord Vice Admiral rybody was, 
Sir James Burnell-Nugent receives 
regular updates on the groundswell 
of opinion in the RN, the concerns 
of families and the efforts of the 
NFF to help people 

Talk is good, but there's nothing 
like first-hand experience, says Mrs 
Richardson, who joined helicopter 

ict HMS Occan for her threc 
from Sunderland to 








@ Cheers to a first year: NFF chairwoman Kim Richardson and 
Second Sea Lord Vice Admiral Sir James Burnell-Nugent raise a 
toast 
Picture: LA(Phot) Nix 

RNR/RMR units, more than 2,400 
doctors’ surgeries, and a website 
www.nff.org.uk — set up which has 
had 140,000 visitors in its first year. 

T've met and spoken to families 
in Plymouth, Portsmouth and Bris 
tol,” said Mrs Richardson 

The challenge has been laid 
invite me and I will come 
-deration can be contacted 





per, 251 





how hard the ship’ 
company worked, the miles walked 
during the course of a normal day 
and not knowing what the weather 
is like,” she explained. 

I should have done i 
It would definitely have 
my husband’s best interest 
to realise that "being 
Naval terminology for "being on a 

ine The 











me 








Devonport during the summer To promote the NFF message at Castaway House, 311 Twyford 
‘Several things struck me about pamphlets have been provided to Avenue, Portsmouth or on 023 








0 board — how helpful eve- all 960 Citizens’ Advice Bureaux, 9265 4374, 
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Recruitment & Business Opportunities a 








ete 
Lilian 
ROYAL 


NAVY 





RESERVES 





MARINES 



























i with prospects for further 
fu “Vie a 1 2 year commitments. 
: ; . FTRS rates of 
oa eves pay apply 
Why not aid \ (* pensionable) 
in your shel nS Deane al CA3 from £23,433 rising to 


Naval £7 \¢ a a CAI up to £34,441 
. " with effect from 1 Apr 04 
Careers ~~. . ee 
Service 
The Director of Naval Recruiting 3 2 ae 
is currently seeking 





www royalnavy.mod.uk/mne 


a. 

i ; r 

f time? 
F ~. 

j 

i 


08456 07 55 55 








RN & RM WOs, ord ~ 
Senior Rates and SNCOs + ~~ 
to work as Bristol Chatham 
Nil olen #59956 Careers Advisers . as er 


at these locations: x $+Por ilither information pleasé contact: 
DNR SO3 Support ~ Lt Tina Gray ~ PSTN: 023 9272 4359; Mil: 9380 24359 


Proven to cut electricity costs by 


up to 40%. 
Manufacturer seeks UK & 
overseas distributors for this top 
quality high tech product with 
amazing customer demand, 
For further information 
info@somar.co.uk 
Tek: +44 (0) 1872 223 000 


Se 

Navy News Own Products 
Unique Franchise Opportunity. | 1 you are not satisfied with one of our own products 
25 successful years around the | sold through this paper, simply return it to us unused of any advertisement or for any loses suffered by any readers as a result. 
world - now available in the UK. | within14 days and we will replace it free of charge or Readers are strongly recommended to make their own enquiries and seek 
www fibrenew.com: essue a full refund \including postage) appropriate commercial, legal and financial advice betore sending any 
Se eee This guarantee does not affect your statutory nghts money oF entenng into any legally binding agreement. 





annual T/O £200,000 
All assets inc. £125,000 
Write Box No: NN 1204027 





Customer Training Officer 


£22,000 - £29,000 Bristol Based 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS Rolle Royce pl sa glcbel organisation providing novative power solutions for land, 


England sea and air applications. The Company has an enviably broad business portfolio with 
ig) leading market positions in the Civil and Defence Aerospace, Marine and Energy 
With over 65 years experience, we are the UK's market leader of Civil markets operating out of 48 countries worldwide. 

Enforcement Services for magistrates’ courts and local authorities. Due to 
continued expansion, we now require additional Enforcement Officers to 
recover outstanding Warrants of Distress issued by Magistrates courts across 
England 


Our Customer Training team has been established in Bristol for two years and during 
that time has been very active satisfying the needs of existing customers, improving, 
training material and processes. We are now faced with new challenges to provide 
training on emerging, equipment, and in line with the need to develop and deliver 
training at any time anywhere in the world, the team has been investigating the 


We offer a very competitive salary, company vehicle, superb bonus suitability of e-learning and computer based training in our environment. 


entitlements and an excellent career prospect. 


. . . as As a result an exciting opportunity has now arisen to join the Naval Marine support 
Candidates must be able to demonstrate the following attributes: team. You'll have full responsibility for the preparation and delivery of product training, 


impeccable character and references. across a range of Naval Marine products. You will be required to organise all of the 
Excellent communication skills. logistics for each training course including the facilities, transport, accommodation, 
Self-motivated. training aids and use of third party facilities. 

A calm & authoritative manner under stressful conditions. 

Good administration skills. With an HNC/HND or equivalent in an engineering subject, you'll also have extensive 
Full UK driving licence. knowledge of marine gas turbine engines, both practical and theory. Ideally you'll have 


time served in the Royal Navy, with roles in an operational /maintenance environment 
Experience not necessary, as a comprehensive s we 


with a recognised qualification or extensive previous experience in delivering training. 
Training programme to achieve qualification is provided. You should also have excellent IT skills, especially Word, Excel and Powerpoint. 


an! : Ponior.fo wa hdl To apply, please send your full CV, quoting reference 50103895, to: Peoplelink, 
Telephone: 01992 703 738 Miss Hayley Valentine, Rolls-Royce pic, CTC-14, PO Box 31, Derby DE24 8BJ. Alternatively, email: 
Fax: 01992 703 778 Drakes Group Ltd peoplelink@Rolls-Royce.com 
Email: hayley@drakesgroup.com PO Box 308 
Waltham Cross, EN9 1ZN We are an equal opportunities employer. 


Visit us at www.drakesgroup.com 
PART OF THE BRIDGMAN GROUP 
DRAKES IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 





Rolls-Royce 
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HMS SUTHERLAND 
AT THE 
LONDON BOAT SHOW 


STEWARDS 


THE ROYAL FLEET AUXILIARY SERVICE NEEDS YOU! 
If you have served in the Royal Navy as a Communicator or bd! 

Steward, have you considered using your skills as a member epee 
of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary? 





vweww.rfa.mod.uk 





The RFA is fully committed to equal opportunities policies 


The Imes Group is recognised as a leading engineering solutions provider. Imes 
Cruiser Yacht and cradle. Engineering and Projects provides the Royal Navy and other customers complete 
. management systems for all types of lifting equipment. 


3 career opport urrently available at the Portsmouth Office 


Test Engineer (Port 01) 





You will be required to undertake the thorough examination and inspection of lifting 





equipment 
You will have c working knowledge of lifting and seamanship equipment used within the RN 
An ADLEE or ADSLING quolification would be advantageous but not mandatory as training 
is provided 
You will have knowledge of L.O.LER and P.U.W.E.R HSE standards and regulations 
Working 40 hours per week, you will have considerable opportunities to work additional 
overtime paid hours 
You will be required to travel, as there will be contracts located away from the Portsmouth 
oreo, both ashore and at sea, with RFA & P&O. 
In order to attain the relevant qualifications and experience required for this position, you will 
have reached a minimum of 25 years of age. 

* Salary will be circa 15 to 18K dependent on experience and qualifications. 


If you believe you have the right experience and qualifications to meet this career opportunity 
please send o CV and covering letter to Mike Lock, IMES Ltd, Unit 32 The Courtyard, 
Woodlands Lane, Bradley Stoke, Bristol, BS32 4NH quoting the relevant reference 


number. Interviews will be held in the Portsmouth area. 








TIT Golden look back 


20% REM on Royal 
BOARDING FEES Hospital School 
A GLORIOUS record of the 


Royal Hospital School in Hol 
brook has been commissioned 





vy 
i! 
. 


ENTRANCE STORRS 





—— 





by a proud parent, Thomas 
Resteill 
= Avideo or DVD is now available 
© anyone interested in a unique 
We think there are 3 important points, above af cthers, that make Queen ff look inside the Suffolk school, 
| Ethetourgas your deal choice as the boarding school for your chit Thomas The intention was 





cord 
ation I 





B| Fiesty, we understand the reeds of service famiies and seatarers as we Bl ( ~ 
I have been serving their needs for over 80 years. We have expenence in ‘ommeme¢ 
BE ensuring your chid wil settle weil, be confident and successful. Our campus fj i? the event it provided far more 
| | 

1 

4 





ray 





ivisic 


than that 

The finished product has been 
on general sale for some weeks now 
and has been very well received. 

All profits go to the Royal 
Hospital School Association, for 
the benefit of former pupils. 

For anyone who attended the 
school this film will bring back 
memories of their carly days, and 
help out their fellows who. may 

have fallen on hard times. 

J It will also offer a good insight 
to any parents considering send 
ing their children to the Holbrook 
school. 

The film is available on DVD at 
£17 or VHS at £15 (plus £1 p&p 
for UK or £2 for overseas) from 
TG. Restell, 148 Ninfield Road, 
Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN39 
SBD. 








J Thaty we have a history of being a Sunday Times 


Top UK Senior School for GCSE and A-Level results. 
UK Top 100 Preparatory Schoo! for Academic Results 
We have invested over £18m in new faciities and offer @ huge range of 
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ENGINEERING | SCIENCE | 
ENVIRONMENTAL, SAFETY & 
SECURITY SPECIALISTS | CRAFT | 
PROCESS OPERATORS | BUSINESS | 
ADMINISTRATION | 


NR READING, BERKSHIRE 
EXCELLENT SALARY & BENEFITS PACKAGE 


Tasked with maintaining the UK's nuclear deterrent, the 

Atomic Weapons Establishment is without equal. No other 

organisation in the UK does what we do. Nor do they operate 

the way we do. 

This means our people can push the boundaries of 

conventional thinking and enjoy a wealth of stimulating 

challenges that are of real national importance. 

Join them and on top of continually developing your abilities, 

you'll receive a superb benefits package. One that includes 

28 days’ holiday, a generous final salary pension scheme and 

relocation assistance. 

If, like us, you're one of a kind, visit our website to find 

out what we could offer your career. www.awe.co.uk or call 

0118 982 9009 for an application form. 

Please note, previous applicants need not re-apply. 

AWE welcomes applications from women and men, regardless of disability, sexuality, 
Successful 


racial or ethnic origin, age (up to 65) or responsibility for 
selected solely on their ability to carry out the duties of the post. 
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Sea Cadets 


‘It is to your generation that we 
always turn when danger threatens’ 


Amphibious Forces told the Sea Cadets at their annual 
parade in Trafalgar Square. 

Maj Gen Jim Dutton, Commandant General Royal Marines, told 
the 600 Cadets taking part in the parade to mark the 199th 
anniversary of Nelson's last battle that they were not much 
younger than most of the crews who fought in 1805 — and not 
much younger, either, than the majority of the Service people cur- 
rently serving in Iraq. 

it is to your generation that we always turn when danger 
threatens,” said Gen Dutton, addressing the parade from the foot 
of Nelson's Column. 

For half a century the Sea Cadets have made this day their 
2wn, but today you are not simply honouring the memory of a 
t naval hero, you are carrying the banner for the Royal Navy 
and the Royal Marines where it is needed most — in the hearts and 

inds of the community. 

First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Alan West added: “in this changed 

»rid since September 11 it is your personal code of teamwork, 
jeadership and self discipline which will win the day. 

Cadets from units throughout the country travelled to the heart 
of the capital to put on a show that included club and cutlass 
swinging displays, marching bands and Naval ceremonial fol- 
lowed by a service of remembrance. Rear Admiral James Rapp 
laid a wreath at Nelson's tomb in St Paul's Cathedral and another 
was laid by a representative from the town of Nelson, New 
Zealand. 

At a reception following the parade, Gen Dutton presented the 
Sea Cadet Gallantry Medal to 17-year-old PO Tom Thorpe of 
Eastbourne unit for his exceptional bravery in attempting to save 
the life of a man engulfed in flames after dousing himself with 
petrol. It was only the second time in the past 16 years that the 
medal had been awarded. 


Y= are following in Nelson's footsteps, the Commander UK 























































Pictures by Sandra Rowse 


Clockwise from above: 
@ Some 600 cadets from all over the country march past a 
distinguished array of guests at Trafalgar Square. Since 
1910 over half a million young people have served in the 
Sea Cadet Corps 

@ Maj Gen Jim Dutton, Commandant General Royal 
Marines, presents the Sea Cadet Gallantry Medal to 
human torch hero PO Tom Thorpe 

@ Cadets bear wreaths from all over the UK to ‘The 
Immortal Memory’ 

@ Reigate Unit TS Ark Royal provide musical support 
Cadet Alexander Dean-Roberts of Chislehurst & Sidcup 
unit and Vice Admiral Sir Jonathon Tod exchange views 
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Sea Cadets *} 








WORKING from photographs supplied by Navy News, Eric Ashby produced this remark- 
able cross-stitch portrait of the Duke of York in five weeks 

The vice president of Whitstable Royal Naval Association presented his masterwork to 
the Admiral of the Sea Cadets as he arrived by helicopter to mark the 150th anniversary 
of the local unit — the oldest in the country. 

Eric, who was himself formerly a sub lieutenant in the unit, had spent up to eight hours 
a day working on the picture. 

The award winning marching band of Whitstable’s TS Vigilant and Herne Bay's TS 
Triumph led the Trafalgar Day parade through Canterbury, hosted by the city's TS 
Courageous, joining colleagues from eight other towns to make up a contingent 230 
strong. 

Lord Lieutenant of Kent Allan Willett told them: “You are acquiring self-discipline, team 
work, leadership, a sense of duty, pride in belonging to your units and, perhaps above all, 
good citizenship. Your Cadet service will give you a head start in life.” 


Southwark 
supports 
Service for 
Seafarers 


THE 














bs , wi) 


Wootton 25 





years on 


WOOTTON Basset 










VOTED BBC Yorkshire Community Service Person of the 
Year, CPO Lionel Crossiey is seen here with his trophy. 
Lionel (77) has been a supporter of the Sea Cadets for 
over 30 years. 

He attends York unit, of which he is Boats Officer, 
Seamanship Examiner and Pulling Instructor, almost 
every day and is present at every twice weekly parade 
night unless on a rare holiday — so it is reckoned he must 
have put in around 30,000 hours! 



















Emma Bi 
the parade despite 












turned out in her uniforn 


st and crutch- 









plete with plaster 








The finale was a flypast of a 
Royal Navy Jetstream 
NAS at RN air station Cul 


IT RAINED ON THEIR PARADE 


WHEN the Sandown-class minehunter HMS Inverness received the Freedom of her 
namesake town, the local Sea Cadets got a soaking along with everyone else as the 
heavens opened over the Highland capital. 


om 750 






rose 










42. NAVY NEWS DECEMBER 2004 





he t 


PERSONNEL in Devonport 
were holding a major exercise 
to demonstrate how Plymouth 
would respond to a nuclear 
accident as Navy News went 
to press. 

Exercise Short Sermon 
was designed to test how 
Naval Base personnel and the 
civilian authorities ~ including 
Devon and Cornwaill Police and 
Plymouth City Council - deal 
with an accident aboard one of 
Devonport’s nuclear subma- 
rines. 

As part of the exercise, per- 
sonnel were being evacuated 
to shelter stations on the base, 
although no-one outside the 
establishment was required to 
take shelter. 

Members of the public were 
not directly affected by the ex- 
ercise, although there was the 
simulated distribution of potas- 
sium iodate tables to some 
homes and premises within a 
2km radius of the Naval base, 
as sailors posted notices 
through letter boxes. 

In four decades of operat- 
ing nuclear boats, there has 
never been an accident which 
involved the release of any 
radioactive materials into the 
environment. 

Beyond MOD and RN re- 
sponses to a possible nuclear 
accident involving HM subma- 
rines, the Health and Safety 
Executive requires regular 
exercises to test emergency 
plans. 

No radioactive materials 
were used in the exercise 


Dispute over 
Agamemnon 


A FRESH battle looms for Nel 
te ship, this time in 
arts. 





son's fi 
the la 

Urugu: ire Hector 
Bado is suing his government for 
£58m over artifacts recovered from 
he wreck of HMS Agamemno 

The 64-gun ship, which Nelson 
panded between 1793 
796, foundered in Maldon 
Bay between Brazil and Urugua 
in a storm in 1809. 
of Bada has raised several 
items from Agamemnon, including 
Nelson's seal and one cannon, 
worth, he says, several million 
dollars 

The entrepreneur is suing 
his government over breach of 
contract, claiming he is entitled to 
half the wreckage and treasure he 
recovers from the warship in 
he signed with the authorities 































Saints lauded in the 
land of the gods 


THE land of the olympi- 
ans, gods, democracy and 
the argonauts provided the 
stunning backdrop for a 
high-profile visit to Athens 
by HMS Southampton. 

The Type 42 destroyer resumed 
front-line duties after a six-month 
overhaul in Portsmouth by escort 
ing HMS Invincible for Exercise 
Destined Glory, a NATO-led ‘inva 
sion’ of Sardinia 

With Destined Glory over, the 
destroyer = fittingly powered by 
Olympus engines 
oin Turkish forces on exercises and 
pay the first visit by an RN ship te 
Athens (or rather its port Piracus 
in five years 

The Hellenic Navy hosted the 
British sailors, organising free trip 
to the sights of antiquity for South 
ampton's crew, notably the Acrop: 
olis and, appropriately, the Temple 
of Poseidon ~ god of the sea. 

The Acropolis towering over 
moder-day Athens proved to be 
the highlight of the sta 

It’s everyone's typica 
Greece,” said MEM En 
sey. “Absolutely am 

















image of 
na Demp: 
ng ~ I can't 








believe I've come here as part of 
my job. It'll look better when it's 
finished, though. 

It wasn’t all fun in the sun fc 
sailors, however 

‘When we were planning the vis 
it it soon became clear that South 
ampton couldn't visit Greece with 
out attempting an olympian f 
id marine ex 
Paul Carroll 

And so 15 members of the ship's 
company set out along the historic 
route from Marathon to Athens 
city centre, raising £1,100 on 
the way for the neo-natal unit. 

The Greek authorities pro 
vided a police escort for the 
walkers, and closed one lane 

motorway into 








incer officer L 














To lessen the effects of 
the Peloponnesian heat, the 
walkers set off at 5.30am and ar 
rived in the Olympic stadium (the 
one used for the 1896 games rather 
an the recent Olympiad) seven 
hours and 1S minutes later. (Cel 
ebrations we're told lasted another 
nine hours and 17 minutes!) 
Finishing in the stadium made 
rk worthwhile 





















or element of the 


© Not so wild west: OM ‘Jess’ 
James on the minigun as 
Southampton guards HMS 
Invincible 


Saint's stop-off in Greece 

A team from the destroyer flew 
the British flag in the Navarino 
Cup. 





The sailing contest takes its ti 
tle from the 1827 clash in the 
Navarino Bay, when an Angi 
French and Russian fleet de 

feated a combined Turkish 
and Egyptian armada. The 
wattle py 
ing point in Greece's strug 
gle for independence from 
the Ottoman Empire 
a regatta commemo- 














as a gesture of friend. 
ship between the nations, South 
ampton’s Lt Anya Shepherd raced 
in the Yogling class with the Hel 
lenic Yacht Club's champion 
Taran 

at their boat won was 
hardly surprising: Ruslana had just 
picked up Olympic silver, to add to 
bronzes from Sydney and Atlanta. 
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one’s typical image of Greece’, the Acropolis 











leteiain cine 


FORT Blockhouse in Gosport will 
host this year’s individual badmin 
ton championships on January 
27 and 28. The event is open to 
men's singles/doubles, ladies’ 
singles/doubles and mixed doubles. 
Veterans singles and doubles are 
restricted to players aged over 35 
on February 1 2005, and U2Is to 
those under 21 on the same date 
Details from LPT Lee Herron on 
9380 28667, 
HMS Temeraire will host a course 
for budding cricket umpires and 
scorers, as well as those who want 
to brush up on their knowledge 
of the sport ahead of an oral 
examination, 

Details from Capt Ray Holyer 


on 0121 627 8370 or Lt Cdr David 
Cooke on 023 9272 3741 


Match for charity 


HMS Drake will host the first HM 
Specialisation charity football 
match on Thursday December 9 
(kick-off 2pm) when the MWS 
HMTG take on the rest of the 
Navy. Beyond being a source 
Service pride, the match will 
cash for west country radio Pirate 
FM and its hospitals appeal. 























Matt squashes | Opposition 


A_ NEW face on the RN 


aire’s recently-refurbished 
S/Lt Matt Ellicot. 

OM Ross Vallence (HMS 
Collingwood) and S/Lt Ellicot 
(BRNC) reached the semi-finals 
of the U25 event; Vallence lost 
out to his Army opponent, but 


from the Army 9-1, 9-2, 9-2. 

OM Vallence took third 
‘spot, and OM Richard Rowley 
(Raleigh) was fifth, suggesting 
@ positive future for squash in 
the Senior Service. 

Finalists in the men's, veter- 
were ail either RAF or Army, as 
the younger Services took ail 
the top seeds. 

@ The Senior Service's squash 
championships take place at 
HMS Temeraire on January 28- 
29. 

Categories are: men's open, 
women's open, men's veterans 


© A cup of squash, sir? S/Lt Matt Ellicot (BRNC) receives the 
bined Services U25s cup from Capt David Langbridge (left) 


(over 40s), men's vintage (over 
50s), men's U25s, men's chal- 
lenge (players who have not 
represented the RN at Inter- 
Service level in the last three 
years) and doubles. Free play- 





ing shirt for all competitors. 
Details from Lt Cdr David 
Cooke on military 9380 23741; 
accommodation at HMS Nelson 
can be booked on 9380 20120. 
Entries close on January 21. 





ee Pipe, ‘Billy’ El- 
" Fraser, imma Dempsey, 
‘Neil’ Diamond pose by ‘every- 


www navynews.co.uk 


Club opens 
door to even 
more people 


THE Victory Services Club in 
London is extending its member 
ship to allow the immediate family 
of serving and ex-Service person. 
nel to join from December | 

The club, near Marble Arch, is 
a private centre for all ranks, of 
fering food and accommodation in 
the heart of the 

Traditionally, membership has 
only been available to serving or 
former members of HM Forces 

Now parents and children 
(a J more than 18), wives, 
husbands and partners of serving 
and €x-serving personnel can join 
the club, allowing access to its 
facilities. The membership price 
is £20 for an individual or £35 for 
4 couple 

De are available on 0207 

23 4474 oF at WWw.v8C.CO.uk 


Life sentence 
for killer chef 


CHEF Ian Peters has been jailed 
for life for the murder of his wife 
and three-y d daughter 
Peters, who formerly served 
in HMS Iron Duke and at HMS 
Nelson, admitted travelling from 
Portsmouth to Merseyside to stab 
ind strangle his wife Susan and 
suffocate their daughter Ellen in 
January 2004 
Peters should serve a mini. 
mum of 27 years behind bars for 
inflicting “a disaster too terrible to 
contemplate” said judge Mr Jus 
Leveson at Liverpool Crown 
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The chef has not automati 
cally been discharged from the 
Navy; his future is being carefully 
but swiftly considered in light 

of the court's Peters has 
not received any pay since being 
charged and remanded in custody 
in February 


Seawolf fired 


HMS Portland 
nched a Seawolf anti-air mis 
inst a towed target during 
nocuvres for the Type 23 frigate 








successfully 








in the western exercise areas. The 
firing took place in high sea states 
and low cloud ahead of the ship un: 
dertaking Operational Sea Training 
out of her home port, Devonport 


Tankard missing 


MOD Police in Devonport are 
king for the return of a silver 
rd which vanished following 
Trafalgar Night dinner in HMS 
Drake's ward room. 

The 4in tankard is inscribed 
15466 Car Williams’ and is valued 
at £88, 
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~ Hasta La Manga, ladies 


THE sunny Mediterr: 
for next year's warm-w 
squad. 





nean climes of La Man 
ther training camp for the RN ladies’ tennis 








a, Spain, will be the venue 





Places for the March 19-26 camp are still left for players of all stand: 
ards, Details from Lt Cdr Charlotte Bull on 93832 $573 
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Coffey’s ground 
for celebrations 


JUNIOR officer Ralph Coffey 
returned from Canada with a gold 
medal to his name in a victori- 

ous team performance by British 
Forces fencers. 

One hundred and 65 teams 
were invited to the event hosted by 
Canada’s Royal Military College 

The.two-day event is one of the 
largest team events in the world 
for the fencing community 

S/Lt Coffey (HMS Sultan) won 
gold as part of a winning team 
performance in the epée by the 
CS team. 

There was a heavy RN presence 
in the Forces squad, including Lt 
Car Adrian Oliver (FOST SM), 
Lt Keith Bowers (HMS Cornwall), 
Lts Amanda Hale (Illustrious) and 
Sacha Brooks (Flying Fox), 

Consistent performances by the 
Brits throughout the contest saw 
the tourists produce the goods 
across all three weapons 

Disappointingly, both the ladies 
sabre and epé and the men’s foil 
narrowly missed podium spots — in 
each case ending in fourth place 

A bronze in the last disc 
the ladies’ foil, led by capta 
Hale, sealed overall victory for the 
CS team, which brought the trophy 
back to the UK for the first time in 
18 years 
B® The RN fe team overcame 
a spirited Sarnia Sword club side 
in a series of well-fought matches 
in Guernsey, The RN retained the 
title in this long-established con 
test for the third successive year. 

“The quality of the Guernsey 
team meant that we could not 
underestimate the opposit 
said Lt Cdr Matthew Clark. * 
of our fencers were competing in 
Canada for the Combined Services 
and were able to sharpen their 
swordsmanship skills against some 
extremely able opponents. 


The strain in 
Spain... 


A TEN-strong team of runners 
from the RN Athletics Club 
headed to Spain to take part in 
the Granada half maratho 

After training in the 
Nevada mountains, the team 
moved on to Granada itself 
for the race, which took place 
in hot and’ humid conditions 
alongside 1,200 athletes. 

The 13-mile slog took the 
competitors around the main 
sights of the city, skirting 
around the heights of the Al- 
hambra Palace. 

PO(WTR) Paul Levick and 
PO(AEM) Allan Jones (both 
RNAS Yeovilton) were the Sen- 
ior Service's early pacesetters, 
working hard to stay with the 
leading group. 

PO(R) Pete Waumsley started 
steadily before working his way 
through the field - passing his 
colleagues in the process ~ be- 
coming the second male mili- 
tary runner home (a Spaniard 
came first). Allan and Paul took 
3rd and 4th military positions 
respectively. 

Lt Do Drummond (HMS 
Raleigh) was the first female 
military runner past the post 
and there was an excellent per- 
formance from Mne Michael 
Wilsmore (42 Cdo) who was the 
fastest junior runner. 

Overall, the trip was a great 
success with the opportunity 
to experience a half marathon 
‘Spanish style’ and take in the 
sights and sounds of a wonder- 
ful Spanish city. 


























































RN boxers destroyed a very strong Western Coun- 
ties side 8-1 in an awesome autumn which has seen 
the sailors and marines also despatch the cream of 


southern England's amateur fighters. 


In the Western Counties 
bout, new prospect MA ‘Tiger’ 
Khan (HMS Neptune) was too 
strong for A Chanter from the 
Western Counties. Khan's dev- 
astating right hand put him a 
ar points winner. 

yy bantamweight champion 
MEM ‘La Roche" Boyle (Mon- 
fh) gave away weight and ex: 
nce but still ran out a winner 
tough non-stop action of 
nst the Western Counties 
mpion. 

Welsh International and CSBA 
Champion Mne Alex “The Hornet’ 
Urrutian (42 Cdo) — ranked 10th 
in the UK ~ cut his tall opponent 
down with some devastating body 
punches then finished the bout 
with a final assault for a superb 
points win 

Mne Stu “The Bull’ Elwell (FP- 
GRM) took on Western Counties 
Champion B Woodward and after 
four gruelling rounds Elwell got the 
decision. 

Mne Stevie “INT” Tighe (40 
Cdo) moved from head to body 
with excellent combination punch- 
ing. Tighe’s speed and pace was all 
too much for C Welling to earn him 
a unanimous points decision. 

MEM Daz Houre (Excellent) 
put in a fine performance by nearly 
stopping his opponent with a switch 
of attack tactics, also earning a 
unanimous decision, 

LPT ‘Mad Max’ Maxwell (St 
Albans) made his return to the 
ring this year with a blast when he 
knocked out Western Cos mid. 
dleweight champion G Stinchoube. 
A three-punch combination saw 














































his opponent hit the canvas. There 
was no reprieve, 
England International, Mne 


Mick) ‘The Irish ~~ Hammer 
O'Connell beat out a sound warn 
ing to all heavyweights as he took 
less than two rounds to stop West 
ern Counties heavyweight cham 
pion J Smith 

OM *Bazooka’ Suku was unlucky 
not get the decisi insta 
very experienced Bul 
pion who guested for the Western 
Counties side while he waits for his 
professional licence 

A closer contest, but still a com- 
prehensive victory, was the nine 
bout match against the Southern 
Counties at Portsmouth’s Guild- 
hall 

Tiger 
opened pt 
monwealth bronze me; 
mond from the Southern Counties 
The bout was a step up in class for 

s Combined Service/Royal 

g Coach POPT 
Shillingford wanted to see how he 
would compete at I level 

“Khanie did not get the decision 
but his performance was excep- 
tional and he has come on leaps 
and bounds as he prepares for his 















(HMS Neptune) 

















national title bid next y oO 
added. 
Two command (grass 


roots)boxers supported the RN 
team match; Chef Schubert (Nel- 
son) fought very well, keeping his 
opponent at long range in the first 
round and dropping him in second 
with a right uppercut. 

LOM Baz Neil (Collingwood) 
started his bo fidence 
ely Neil was caught cold 
t hand to the jaw and 














ree counted him out on his 
feet, 

Mne Luke “The Whirlwind” Wil 
son (40 Cdo) boxed at a fast and 


@ Sheer Khans: (Above) RN 
bantamweight champion 
‘Tiger’ Khan (left) poses with 
Olympic silver medalist Amir 
Khan and (right) two Royals of 
42 Cdo fight it out at the Corps’ 
boxing challenge at CTCRM 
Picture: LA(Phot) Angie Pearce, CTCRM 


hurtful pace to run out a unani- 


mous points wi. 
M Vaughn Perkins (Heron) 
aa a very close three rounds, 


Vaughn boxed very well and was 
very unlucky not to get the deci 
sion. 

Mne Stu ‘The Bull’ Elwell (FP. 
M) performed very well to sub- 
due his tall and heavier opponent. 
Elwell’s hand speed and punch ac- 
curacy won him a unanimous deci 
sion from the jud 

Mad Max’ Maxwell had a very 
tough bout with both boxers land: 
ing very heavy blows. Max won a 
unanimous decision from the judg- 
es. ‘Q" added: “I am very proud of 
Maxwell's performance, as Max. 
well is having to fit his training in 
and around his job as an LPT on St 
Albans 

LAEM Dave McElwee (Sul 
boxed a very clever bout keepin 
his power-hitting opponent at bay 
with stiff jabs and hard rear hand 
crosses. Dave won on a unanimous 
decision from the jud; 

TNT" Tighe (40 Cdo) exploded 
into action with non-stop two-fisted 
attacks wearing his opponent down 
In the third round Steve sustained 
assault was all too much for his 
Southern Cot representative 
who collapsed on the ropes after 
pain secking right cross to the body 
The referee stopped the bout soon 
after this incident 

Ona more local level, a bloodied 
MEM ‘Daz’ Herron was cheered 
on by his older brother, LPT ‘Lee’ 
Herron when he took the special 
welterweight winner's trophy at 
HMS Nelson's novice champion 
ships. The marine engineer hopes 
to be joining his brother as a physi- 
cal training instructor if he passes 
the PT course. 

More than 30 entrants fought it 
out in Portsmouth for the cham- 
pionships, which saw Temeraire 
named the top boxing side (ahead 
of Neptune, Newcastle, Colling- 
wood, Sultan, Grafton and finally 
HMS Invincible). 

OM Neyion of HMS Colling 
wood picked up the bes! 
trophy, while Tem 
Stephens was named bes 
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The Nelson gym has just been 
named as the venue for Inter 
Service Boxing Championships 
which will be held on February 9 
and 10 next year 


Junior soccer skills 


THE half-term autumn break was 
put to good use by children of per 
sonnel at HMS Collingwood in 


laid on a day of foot- 
under the guidance 
of the Service's football develop- 
ment officer Steve Johnson. 
Twenty-seven youngsters aged 
seven to 13 were put through their 
paces as techniques and skills were 











There was no escape from the 
beautiful game even during lunch 
in England video was screened 
as the children ate (mercifully not 
the Euro2004 horror show, but the 
10 best goals and best saves by the 
national team). 

The children left Collingwood 
nd T-shirts, pre: 








Youth Football, Cdr N 
lan 











For the honour of the nation 


After these fine autumn performances, ‘Q’ 
wants his fighters to keep their heads and keep 


THREE RN boxers have been invited to fight for 
alec ee Oars roe ey: 


ble (Light Heavyweight), Mick O'Connell, 42 Cdo 
t) and Neil Suku, HMS York, (Super 


Meanwhile, ‘La Roche’ Boyle is ranked 10th in 

after taking on, but losing to, the coun- 

no.5, Mark Brahnbart, in an exceptionally 

close match in London; one judge scored the 
fight at 24-24, 
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THE first of the new survival suits 
for sailors are being delivered to 
the surface fle 

The ‘once only’ immersion suit, 
to give it the correet title, should 
be worn, as the name suggests, 
‘once only ~ when crew have to 
abandon ship. 

The emergency suits replace 
existing clothing and are easier to 
put on than their predecessors, as 

nore watertight, with 

















same size ai 
Whitehall has also placed a 
£40m contract for new respirators 
protecting Service personnel from 
chemical and biological warfare 
agents 

North-west firm Scott Health 
and Safety will produce the masks 
which will reach the front line in 
2007. 

Defence procurement minister 
Lord Bach said the new kit was 
no mere gas mask”, He added: 

It will give our troops an unpar 
alleled level of protection from 
all manner of threats ~ biological 
and chemical weapons, industrial 
chemicals and other hazardous 
materials. 


Extra missiles 
on order book 


AN extra £100m is being spent 
buying more of the military's 
new anti-tank weapon for the 
Royal Marines and Army. 

The Javelin system is due 
to replace the existing Milan 
tankbuster as the green 
berets’ principal anti-armour 
weapon next year. 

The Anglo-American missile 
is light enough to be carried 
by a team of two Royals and 
can be set up in a matter of 
minutes. 

The shoulder-launched 
Javelin uses sensitive elec- 
tronic systems to guide the 
missile to its target once fired; 
it is already battle-proven, hav- 
ing been successfully used 
by American troops in Iraq in 
2003. 











The missile was ordered for 
3 Commando Brigade and the 
Army's 16 Air Assault Brigade 
last year, but Whitehall has 
increased the purchase to 
include reconnaissance units 
and more Army formations. 
The extra Javelins will reach 
the front-line in 2007. 
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SEVEN submariners from HMS 
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By Royal appointment 


THE Princess Royal performed the honours at the RN's new nerve 
centre as her brother officially opened one of the Senior Service's 
more historic sites. 

Princess Anne joined Admiral of the Fleet Sir Henry Leach 
~ First Sea Lord during the 1982 Falklands conflict ~ and CINC 
Fleet Sir Jonathon Band as the Fleet Headquarters complex on 
Whale Island, named the Leach building, was fittingly dedicated 
on Trafalgar Day. 

The new £20m HQ will save the RN around £10m each year by 
combining the functions of previous headquarters, notably the 
former nerve centre at Northwood. 

Meanwhile, Prince Charles unveiled the restored Royal Dock- 
yard Library at Chatham which houses 12,000 tomes, plus draw- 
ings, photographs and documents on the Royal Navy, Chatham 
dockyard and the Senior Service's influence on the Medway area. 


“It's something of a revelation to see how people have pre- 
served and brought life back to this area,” said the Prince, who 
recalled his days of sailing into Chatham prior to its closure in 
1984. “There's nothing quite like it anywhere else in the world.” 


‘A brief period 
of rejoicing’ 


THE 60th anniversary of 
Britain’s victory in Europe 
and the Far East will be 
marked with a series of na- 
tional events in the summer 
of 2005. 

A ‘veterans awareness week’, 
highlighting the debt today’s 
generation owes to the men 
and women of 1939-1945, will 
lead into the major commemo- 
ration of Britain's WW II ef- 
fort, led by the Queen. 

Veterans’ minister Ivor Caplin 
J he expected towns and cities 
across the land to remember and 
honour the sacrifices made by the 
wartime generation by holding a 
series of events from Monday July 
4 
























The awareness week will culmi 
nate with a day of remembrance in 
London on Sunday July 10. West- 
minster Abbey will host a service 
of thanksgiving, attended by about 





and Duke of Edinburgh will host a 
lunch in the grounds of Bucking- 
ham Palace, again for about 2,000 
people, chiefly veterans. 

Also in the afternoon, a mixture 
of celebration and commemors 
tion will be held in Horse Guards 
Parade, with wartime-esque mu: 


< 


: / cits 
Turbulent times for Army 


S 


© The promotional poster pro- 
duced by the MOD to highlight 
2005's commemorations 


1945-2005 





sic and entertainment as well as a 
two-minute silence, A tri-Service 
orchestra and a 200-strong Bach 
choir will provide the musical ac- 
companiment, which will end with 
veterans’ standards marching off. 
The procession of b: 

standards will move de 
to Buckingham Palac 
marching band composed of mu 
sicians from the three Forces. The 
Queen will watch a fly-past of WW 
Il aircraft from the palace's bal: 
cony, and the day will close with a 
Lancaster bomber dropping a car- 


























pet of poppies. 
Entrance 
Abbey servi 


to the 
- lunch and Horse 
ards event is by invitation only 


Westminster 











© A defining moment in RN history: The Princess Royal unveils 2 
painting of Sir Henry Leach telling PM Margaret Thatcher that the 
‘Navy can re-take the Falklands, watched by Admiral Band and Sir 
Henry himself (far right) 


tickets are being allocated to mem: 
bers of military/home front veter 

” organisations. All tickets will 
allowing a carer or 

m to also attend. 

ng events planned for the 
living mu 
es" Park, London, 
sand re-enactments 





be ‘doubles 
compan 







plus an 
the war 

A. monument to women's role 
in the 1939-1945 conflict will be 
unveiled in Whitehall on July 9 by 
the Queen 

The July 10 date has been chosen 
to mark efforts in the western and 
eastern theatres; wreathlaying cer- 
emonies and commemorations will 
also take place on VE Day, May 8 
August 21 (VJ Day is August 
but the Burma Star Association 
has requested ceremonies occur on 
the twenty-first) 

Mr Caplin said 
that the focus of attenti 
merely in London. 

We have put together a 
of events which will enable ve 
ans and younger generations to re 
member World War II and the res- 
olute spirit of those who coped so 
admairably with incredible b dship 
at home and overseas,” he added. 

Major cities and towns are 
holding their own events around 
the UR. [hope that the programme 
we have put together will inspire 
people to organise their own com: 
memorations a local level.” 

Veterans and their families 
should contact 0800 169 2277 and 
members of the public 0870 607 
4455 for further information about 
next year's events 


ntly show of images from 
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@ A fine vintage: Cdr Jeremy Blunden bids farewell to HMS 
Newcastle in a classic Newcastle Breweries delivery truck 


Picture: LA(Phot) Paul Brookes 


Newcastle out on a wave 


GEORDIE Gunboat HMS New- 
castle paid off in style on her final 
entry to her home through her 27- 
year service. 

‘Trailing the traditional — and 
rather long — decommissioning 
pennant, the Type 42 wat 
tered Portsmouth on Nov 
after a last spell at sea on naviga- 
tional training. 

It also marked the final day in 
charge for Cdr Jeremy Blunden, 
who was shepherded away from his 
ship in a vintage Newcastle Brewer- 








ies delivery wagon; the ale produc- 
ers have been long-standing sup- 
porters of the warship. 

“It's sad to see Newcastle bow 
out, but she’s served her nation well 
over the last 27 years. Many will 
look back on their time on board 
with a great deal of fondness,” said 
Cdr Blunden. 

Newcastle will decommission in 
mid-month and the last crew will 
depart her at the end of January. 
Glasgow gals bid farewell, 
page 26 
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Coming to a 
town near you 


THE ROYAL Navy Presentation 
Team will be holding multimedia 
talks in December in/to: 

Dec 1 - The Hon Company of 
Rotary 


Master Mariners; Dec 8 


cot; Dec 9 — Hartley 
y RBL; Dec 15 — John 

Mackintosh Hall, Gibralta 

The presents 
Christmas leave with a visit by the 
team to the London Boat Show on 
January 10 (see page 36 for more 
details about the RN's attendance at 
the event). 

Further details on the RNPT 
from Lt Cdr Peter Stanton-Brown 
on 0208 





Picture: LA(Phot) Amanda Reynolds 


@ Their finest shower: A fairly blustery welcome in Portsmouth for 
DDG81, more commonly known as USS Winston S Churchill 


Picture: LAIPhot) Owen King 


Winston’s back 


FETED as the worid's most advanced warship when she was star 
of the International Festival of the Sea in 2001, USS Winston S 
Churchill paid a return visit to Portsmouth after taking part in a 
Joint Maritime Course. 

Churchill is currently committed in support of the US Navy's 
Fleet Response Plan which is designed to quickly develop and 
sustain the readiness of ships and squadrons. 

The aim is that the Navy can rapidly commit its worked-up as- 
sets in a national or international crisis. 

Beyond bearing the name of the great wartime leader, the 
Arleigh Burke-class destroyer, which displaces just shy of 10,000 
tons, has a permanent RN presence on board in the form of the 
ship's navigator. 

In a recriprocal agreement between the two Allied Navies, Type 
23 frigate HMS Marlborough has a US officer attached to her. 
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@ Mayfly splits apart on take-off 


Bad start for 


gallant fliers 


For Naval aviation, No 

1 Rigid Naval Airship - 
known as Mayfly - was an 
inauspicious start. 

In September 1911 the 
airship split in two even 
before it took to the air. 
But just two months 
later the story was re- 
written when the first 
British seaplane, an Avro 
biplane, took off from 
the water. 

Then another two months 
down the line, in January 
1912, a Short S27 
biplane carried out the 
first take-off from the 
deck of a British warship. 
And so Royal Naval 
aviation truly took flight. 
But the organisation 

for Naval flying still 

had to take form. May 
1912 saw the start of 
the Royal Flying Corps, 
with separate Naval and 
Military Wings. 

But the Navy wasn't 
terribly happy with this 
arrangement. 

And so, in July 1914, the 
Navy gained ownership of 
their own Royal Naval Air 
Service. 

In time as aircraft 
proved their worth 
during World War I, the 
decision was taken to 
form a separate flying 
service altogether - and 
the Royal Air Force came 
into being on April 1, 
1918. 

Between the two World 
Wars, aviation dwindled 
to a small part of the 








military, but despite this 
the Admiralty made a 


determined effort to get 


control of Naval flying 
once more, 

And in May 1939 the 
Fleet Air Arm was taken 
back into the welcoming 
arms of the Royal Navy. 
Who promptly renamed 
it the Air Branch of the 
Royal Navy for some 
reason. 


But the name never really 
stuck, and some years 
later the title Fleet 

Air Arm was once again 
officially adopted. 
Nowadays all three 
Armed Forces - Royal 
Navy, Army and Royal Air 
Force - work together 

in the skies, supporting 
each other in air power 
to keep British interests 
safe. 














@ Naval Harriers on the flight-deck of Invincible 
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I spy the 
Navy in 
the sky 


In the modern Fleet 
Air Arm there are 
more than 6,000 
people, all of whom 
are busy looking after 
some 200 combat 
aircraft, plus another 
50 support aircraft. 
Most Naval flying - 
but definitely not all - 
is based at two Naval 
Air Stations: HMS 
Heron at Yeovilton, 
Somerset and HMS 
Seahawk at Culdrose, 
Cornwall. 


At the moment the 
Sea Harriers live at 
Yeovilton, but over 
the next couple of 
years the Harrier 
will replace the Sea 
Harrier, and the 
Naval fliers will move 
up to Stamford to 
form the Joint Force 
Harrier with the RAF. 


The Royal Marines 
have quite specific 
needs for their 
aircraft: small and 
whizzy Gazelle 
helicopters for 
reconnaissance; the 
Mk7 Lynx helicopter 
to attack tanks; and 
the Mk4 Sea King, the 
assault helicopters 

- known as ‘junglies’ 
- big transporters to 


carry Marines into 
battle. 
The Navy also uses 


Lynx and Sea Kin 
helicopters. The ita 
Mk3 and Mk8 are 
used in warfare for 
anti-submarine and 
anti-surface attacks, 
and the Navy's 
newest helicopter the 
Merlin also operates 
in this realm. 


And the Sea Kin 
Mk7 - recog risable 
by the distinctive 
"Bag! that hangs of f 

the side - carries out 
surveillance and puts 
together pictures of 
the battle scene. 


Sea Kings are 
regularly used outside 
of the war scenario, 
Mk5s are called out 
practically everyday 
for their role Bu 
Search and Rescue. 
Many a sailor or 
mountain walker owe 
their lives to the Sea 
Kings of Culdrose 
IMS Gannet in 
Ayrshire. 
Finally the Navy has 
Jetstream aircraft, 
used for training and 
transport. 
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How would you like to come face to face with some of the ocear 
finest predators? Well, we have teamed up with Blue Reef Aqui 


Portsmouth to offer one lucky reader the opportunity to join the Blue 


MEMBERS ONLY 
COMPETITION | 
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@ A Sopwith 1'/, Strutter takes off from a platf. 
guns of a turret in the battle cruiser HMS New Zealand 


Lt 







‘orm laid across the top of the 


Trials and 
tribulations 


of taking-off 


When the Navy first 
started flying from 
warships, of course there 
weren't aircraft carriers 
with big flat flight-decks 
in those days. 

So launching ramps were 
built on to the top of 
warships, as for the 

first launch from HMS 
Hibernia in May 1912. 
Another option developed 
in 1918, where a platform 
was built over the guns 
of a ship. 

The gun turret could be 
turned into the wind, 


7 
fant 


ium HAPPY BikTHDay 
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Reef team and become an honorary Shark Keeper for the day — 


the shark’s feed and talks, as well as taking a 
the-scenes look at the aquarium’s displays. 





We would like you to design us a new club birthday card! Designs 


must be sent to the usual postal address on an A5-size piece of 


paper and must feature the Young Readers Club logo and The Cat 


The best designs will feature in the Young Readers Club pages. The 


winner will have their design made into the official Young Reader: 
Club birthday card which will be sent to all members on their 
| birthday for the next year and also win this once-in-a-lifetime 
| chance to be a Shark Keeper for the day! 


Closing date 31/01/05. Normal Competition Rul 


www.bluereefaquarium. 


Prize is for up to four people, including on 


S 





wee Gatenty en! 


32 


| 
} 


les apply, we regret we are 


unable to return any drawings sent in for this competition. | 


For more information on Blue Reef Aquarium visit 


co.uk 


e adult, with lunch and 


refreshments on the day. It must be pre-booked, and taken before 30/06/05. 
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and the warship was able 
to keep going while the 
aircraft took off along 
the lines of the guns. 
These improvised 
platforms did the job 

- most of the time - but 
they weren't ideal. 

The Navy began to 
operate aircraft 
carriers, ships 
specifically designed with 


large flat decks so that 
aircraft could take of f 
and land. 

These sometimes 
involved catapults and 
arrester hooks and wires. 
But the modern Navy 
flies Harriers from its 
flightdecks, using a jump 
for a short rake=oft 
and vertical landing, 
abbreviated to STOVL. 





June 1979 
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‘The deeds and personali 


@ The first Sea Harrier is delivered to the Navy in 





Aw! 


of famous pirates have received 


significant attention in recent years however, no detailed depiction 
of their vessels has ever been produced. 
The Pirate Ship 1660-1730 from Osprey Publishing sets the record 
straight, exploring and illustrating the range of pirate vessels that 
terrorised the high seas during the ‘golden age” of piracy. 


To win a copy of this f 


just send an email or postcard 


marked *Pir 
address 2 with yo 
address, a: 


membershi 


Book’ to the usual 
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It's easy to forget 
birthdays in amongst 
the excitement o 
Christmas - but we 
wouldn't... 

John Appleby 
Marc Awty 
Michael Barnes 
Kirsty Barron 
Oliver Batt 

Jack Bibby 
Samuel Boldon 
Peter Buckley 
David Callaby 
Connor Campbell 
Noel Carr 

Joseph Casswell 
Martin Clark 

Matt Collis 

Jack Crosley 
Lewis Croucher 
Charles DaCosta 
Connor Davies 
Christopher Derrick 
Oliver Dixon 
Henry Dufosee 
Alice Duke 
Nadine Edwards 
Patrick Feist 
Richard Feist 
Thomas Fox-Manuel 
Jade Fraser 
Sarah-Louise Freeman 
Edmund Frondigoun 
Matthew Gale 
Nicholas Garland 
Ethan George 
Clare Gladney 
John Goodfellow 
Michael Gray 
Daniel Haines 
James Haswell 
Alexandra Hignett 
Daniel Jillings 
Vanessa Kennedy 
Oliver King 

Harry King 
Freddy King 
Sebastian Kirby 
Kelsey Knox 
Daniel Ledger 
Evan Leslie 
Gemma Luke 

Lisa MacPherson 
Lawrence Makin 
Gary Mattingly 
Maria McEvoy 
Alison McKeith 
Nichola Mitchell 
Thomas Morton 
George Ogden 
Joseph Paddison 
James Panther 
William Perry 
Joshua Peters 
Peter Petzing 
James Pollard 
Max Powley 
Nicholas Primmer 
Alexander Provan 
Ben Reynolds 
Michaela Robson 
Scott Rodgers 
Leah Rogers 

Lewis Rowe 
Cameron Salisbury 
Sarah-Ann Sanderman 
Christopher 
Shuttleworth 
Jordan Slade 
Jordan Sloan 
Elizabeth Spencer 
Harry Staley 
Samantha Tattam 
Benjamin Thornley 
Poppy Watson 
Joshua Watson 
Thomas White 
Joshua Whittle 
Jordan Wilson 
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The rise 
of the 
rotary 


The first rotary wing 
aircraft - that means 
helicopter in military- 
speak - to enter 
service with the Navy 
was the Hoverfly. 
This little helicopter 
first joined the Fleet 
Air Arm in September 
1945, just after the 
closing moments of 
World War II. 


In time, helicopters 
moved from having 

a simple transport, 
protection or 
communications role 
to becoming used 

for anti-submarine 
operations. 

The helicopters proved 
particularly useful 

as they did not need 
any big flight-decks in 
order to take of f 

It was in Suez in 1956 
that helicopters first 
displayed their assault 
talents, carrying 
troops from ship to 
shore to launch an 
attack, 

@ A Hoverfly offers 
an unusual canteen 
service 


be 


The Supermarine 
Attacker was the first 
jet-engined fighter 

to become part of an 
operational Fleet Air 
Arm squadron in August 


1951 with 800 Squadron. 








le 


@ A Supermarine Attacker of 803 Squadron 


Jets set to 
the first 


A descendant of the 
famous Spitfire aircraft, 
which had a piston 
engine, the Attacker had 
certain design problems 
which meant it wasn't a 
great success in service. 
But it was a start. And 
jet-engined aircraft 
developed and improved 
over the years. 

The Seahawk took over 
from the Attacker, and 
played an important part 
in the Suez Crisis of 
1956. 

Other famous names 

in Naval jet aircraft 
include the Phantom, 
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the Seahawk, Sea Vixen, 
Venom and Vampire, and 
the Scimitar. 

The Buccaneer is often 
described as one of the 
best aeroplanes ever 
bought for the Navy. 

It was a strike aircraft, 
designed specifically to 
fly at a low level with a 
high speed. 

The first operational 
squadron of Buccaneers, 
in this case 801 
Squadron, formed in 
1962. 

The aircraft stayed in 
service with the Royal 
Navy until 1978. 





Thanks to Jerry Shore and all at Fleet Air Arm 
Museum for all historic photographs 
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Writer trips 
on Nelson's 
column 


It's time for an 
apology. I made a bit 

of a mistake in last 
month's write-up about 
Nelson's Column - I 
said Queen Victoria was 
William IV's daughter. 
Well, of course, she 
wasn't, she was his 
niece. 


It's the sort of thing 
I probably ou he to 
know, but sadly 
didn't. A aeod ies 
should always research 
carefully and check 
their facts. I did all 
that, but unfortunately 
T am a writer with truly 
lousy handwriting. 
So somewhere between 
writing and reading 
my notes, ‘successor’ 
became ‘daughter’. 
They might not look all 
that similar to you, but 
ust goes to show how 
ad my handwriting is. 


Now when it comes 

to making mistakes, 
you can ignore them, 
but that doesn't solve 
anything, or you can 
learn from them and 
move on. And it's 
always better to learn. 
So sincere apologies 
to anyone I mislead 
by my ignorance, and 
I really am going to 
have to practise my 
handwriting... 


Fligh 


The next generation of 
aircraft for the Royal 
Navy will be the F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter. 
Fighter aircraft are 
those which primarily 
can attack and fight of f 
another aircraft in the 
sky 

This is compared to 
bomber or strike 
aircraft, those that 

are designed to attack 
targets on the ground by 
dropping bombs or firing 
missiles. 

The Lockheed Martin 
Joint Strike Fighter 
combines both these 
abilities, and will replace 
both the fighter Sea 
Harrier and the strike 
Harrier. 

These new aircraft will 
be used by the Royal 
Navy and the Royal Air 
Force, but the significant 
majority of the 2,593 
aircraft planned to be 
built will be flown by the 
US Air Force, Navy and 
Marine Corps. 

The Royal Navy and RAF 
will fly what's called a 
STOVL Joint Strike 
Fighter. That means 
Short Takeoff Vertical 
Landing. 

That's what the Sea 
Harrier and Harrier 


WIN A SUPER V.SMILE | 


concept in TV-based learning - V.Smile! 
This unique plug‘n’play game system, predicted 


as one of the hottest toys in the top ten for 
2004, pre-schoolers: 












children aged 3-7 years for 
further information check out 


Normal competition rules opply 
Closing date 31/12/04. 





The ships and people of the Royal Navy have been travelling all around 
the world for the past few months. Here are a few of the places they 


Where in the world...? x2: 


HMS Echo 
eee, South China Seas _ 


Over Sardinia 
are 


Ke: large island off the 
f Italy 








ERP: £49.99, Suitable for | 





@ An experimental version of the short takeoff and vertical landing (STOVL) 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter aircraft which will be used by the Royal Navy - photo 
supplied by BAE Systems 
do now, they take off 
from the jump (or ski- 
ramp) at the front of 
aircraft carriers like 
HMS Invincible, then the 
Harriers land by hovering 
alongside the carriers 
then carefully moving 
sideways and down until 
they touch down gently to demonstrate the 
on to the flight-deck. different concepts of 
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how the aircraft would 
work. 

The arrival of the all- 
conquering Lockheed 
Martin F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter is definitely the 
next big thing for Naval 
aviation, 

We look forward to 
seeing it in the skies! 


There is still a long time 
to wait until the British 
Navy will start flying the 
Joint Strike Fighter. 
However builders 
Lockheed Martin have 
already put together 
two early Joint Strike 
Fighters, designed 


! | Plus all this FREE 

| A Goodie Bag 

, _ Royal Navy Baseball Cap 

| Membership Card & Number 

' | Birthday & Christmas Cards 
~ Members Only Competitions 

1 © Discounts to Local & National 

| Attractions 








' Name ....... 
| Address 








' Postcode ..... 


; E-mail address 
‘Send your completed form to the address below with a cheque or postal order for 

Or phone us on the number below with your credit card details quoting "XMAS 

Club open to under 16's only. Contents of goodie bag may vary. Oller closes 31st January 2005 





www.navynews.co.uk 





All Young Readers Club 
competitions are open 
to readers aged 16 or 
under, except employees 
of Navy News and their 
families or any company 
associated with the 
competition. 


The decision of the 

judge is final. 

ull competition rules are 
available by 
contacting us at the 
usual address 


